BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Union

)

Electric Company d/b/a Ameren UE for an
)

Order Authorizing Applicant to Convey to
)
 

and Lease Back from the City of Bowling
)

Green, Missouri, Certain Real Property

)

and Improvements and to Execute and

)
Case No. EO-2003-0035

Perform the Necessary Agreements under
)

Section 100.010 through 100.200, RSMo.
)

for the Purpose of Constructing


)

Applicant’s Electric Generating Facility in
)

Bowling Green, Missouri.



)

Office of the Public Counsel Recommendation


Comes Now the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and for its Recommendation states as follows:


1.
Public Counsel has carefully reviewed the Application of Union Electric d/b/a AmerenUE (Company) request for authorization to convey and lease back from the City of Bowling Green, Missouri an electric power generating facility.  Public Counsel has also reviewed the Commission Staff Recommendation filed in this case on October 10, 2002.  Public Counsel concurs in the Staff Recommendation that any order granting the Application in this case be subject to the conditions requested by Staff in its October 10 recommendation.

2.
Public Counsel further recommends that the Commission subject any approval of Company’s Application to an additional condition, stating:

AmerenUE would seek prior PSC approval before it ever transferred any of the rights it held pursuant to the lease where such rights are necessary or useful in the provision of regulated utility service, including the right to purchase the facility at the end of the lease.

Public Counsel believes that this condition would help ensure that the Commission would retain the ability to protect the public interest during the terms of the proposed lease.  Company has communicated to Public Counsel that it would agree to comply with the above quoted condition.  



WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Commission approve Company’s Application subject to the conditions recommended by the Commission Staff as well as subjecting its approval to the additional condition recommended by Public Counsel herein.
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