


              
    
                          STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 27th day of March, 2003.

In the Matter of a Proposed Rule to Require 
)

all Missouri Telecommunications Companies 
)

to Implement an Enhanced Record Exchange 
) 
Case No. TX-2003-0301
Process to Identify the Origin of IntraLATA 
)

Calls Terminated by Local Exchange Carriers
)


ORDER FINDING NECESSITY FOR RULEMAKING

On February 26, 2003, the Staff of the Commission filed a motion for finding of necessity for rulemaking.  Staff noted that, in Case No. TO-99-593, the Commission ordered the implementation of an enhanced record exchange process that the Commission anticipated would not only reduce the number of billing discrepancies, but also make it easier to resolve those that do arise.  Staff also noted, and no party disagreed, that the specific mechanism
 that the Commission ordered was not likely to achieve the ends that the Commission intended.  Neither did any party disagree that it would be beneficial to reduce the number of billing discrepancies and make it easier to resolve those billing disputes that do arise.  Staff stated that it has “done extensive work on the drafting of a proposed rule and believes that a rule that accomplishes the Commission’s objectives can be developed.”  Staff also stated that:

In order to enable terminating [local exchange companies] to “identify the company responsible for paying terminating access charges,” and to collect the amount specified in its tariff, and to thereby comply with the requirements of Section 392.220.2, it is necessary for the Commission to adopt a rule for enhanced record exchange that will improve call records and traffic measurement, reduce the number of billing discrepancies, and make it easier to resolve the billing discrepancies that do arise.  

An association of independent carriers filed a response in opposition to Staff’s motion on March 21.
  

Pursuant to Section 536.016, RSMo 2000, a state agency is required to find, based upon substantial evidence on the record, that a proposed rule is necessary to carry out the purposes of the statute that granted the rulemaking authority.  Based upon the evidence and the pleadings in Case No. TO-99-593, and Staff’s motion in this case, the Commission finds that a rule implementing an enhanced records exchange process is necessary to carry out the purposes of Section 386.210 et seq. and Section 392.010 et seq., RSMo 2000.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission is directed to proceed expeditiously with the necessary procedures of the Commission and applicable procedures of administrative rulemaking toward the end of the Commission promulgating the rule discussed herein.

2. That this order shall become effective on April 6, 2003. 

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge

� Issue 2056, adopted by the Ordering and Billing Forum.


�The unincorporated association, which refers to itself as the Missouri Independent Telephone Group, includes Alma Communications Company, doing business as Alma Telephone Company, Chariton Valley Telecommunications Corporation, Choctaw Telephone Company, Mid-Missouri Telephone Company, MoKan Dial Inc., and Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company.
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