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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

Missouri Public Service Commission Official Case File

Case No.  EO-2003-0564, Julia Bennington for Change of Electric Supplier 

FROM:
Jim Ketter,  Energy Department

/s/Warren Wood 7/31/03_______       /s/ Steven Dottheim    08/01/03    
Energy Department/Date                     General Counsel’s Office/Date

SUBJECT:
Staff Recommendation for Approval of Application To Change Electric Supplier

DATE:

July 30, 2003

SUMMARY OF REQUEST

On June 19, 2003, Julia Bennington filed an APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF ELECTRIC SERVICE PROVIDER, requesting approval of a change in electrical supplier from Aquila, Inc. (Aquila) to Atchison-Holt Electric Cooperative (Atchison-Holt).  Electric service is presently provided by Aquila at 16237 State Highway E, Rock Port, Missouri.  The existing Aquila meter serves a residence and ten (10) grains bins.  The applicant requests that Atchison-Holt be authorized to serve the grain bins.  The existing Aquila meter would remain to serve the residence.

By an order dated June 27, 2003, the Commission directed notice of the application to Aquila and Atchison-Holt and that any responses were to be filed by July 17, 2003.  On July 7, 2003, Atchison-Holt responded that it had facilities adjacent to the grain bins and could easily provide electric service.  On July 11, 2003, Aquila filed its consent to the application.  On July 22, 2003 in an ORDER DIRECTING FILING, the Commission Staff was directed to file a recommendation or a status report by August 1, 2003.

Applicant states that there is insufficient capacity to serve the load connected through the existing meter.  The occupant at the residence experiences low voltage when two (2) or more of the fans in the grain bins are operated.  Energy consumption through the existing meter registers both the residential usage and the grain bin usage.

Applicant states that the grain bins are approximately eight hundred (800) feet from the present metering point.  The electric motors used to auger grain from the bins are not functional due to the lack of electrical capacity.  In addition, the underground conductor serving the grain bins is defective, which will require significant investment to correct.  

Atchison-Holt states that it has electric facilities adjacent to the grain bins and could easily provide electric service to them, either overhead or underground.  Atchison-Holt also states that it is willing to provide electric service to the grain bins if the Commission authorizes the change of electrical supplier.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
The Staff recommends approval of the APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF ELECTRIC SERVICE PROVIDER for a change in electrical supplier for the existing electric service at 16237 State Highway E, Rock Port, Missouri.  The change of electric supplier is in the public interest.  The applicant requests the change of electric supplier from Aquila to Atchison-Holt for reasons other than a rate differential.

Applicant has outlined the service problems experienced with the present meter for the residence and the grain bins.  The parties agree that a new meter from Atchison-Holt for the grain bins is a practical solution to the service problems encountered by the applicant.  The residence will continue to receive electric service from Aquila.  The facilities of Atchison-Holt are better situated to serve the load at the existing grain bins.

There are no other dockets that would be impacted by a decision in this case.   Aquila has paid its assessment and filed its annual report.  Currently no fees are required for a change of electrical supplier.  Listed below are the open electric and steam cases involving Aquila.
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