BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of a Commission Inquiry into
)


the Possibility of Impairment without 
 )

Case No. TW-2004-0148
Unbundled Local Circuit Switching When 
)

Serving the Enterprise Market 
)

COMMENTS OF CENTURYTEL


COME NOW Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a CenturyTel and CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC (collectively referred to herein as “CenturyTel”), in response to the Commission’s Notice of Deadline for Comments issued in this matter on September 25, 2003, and for their Comments respectfully state as follows:


1.
In its Notice of Deadline for Comments, the Commission directs that comments from interested entities should address in detail the question of whether this Commission should begin a proceeding to take evidence on the possibility that competitive LECs may be impaired without unbundled local circuit switching when serving the enterprise market, or whether this Commission should accept the Federal Communications Commission’s finding that no such impairment exists.

2.
CenturyTel respectfully submits that this Commission should accept the Federal Communications Commission’s finding that no such impairment exists.  CenturyTel further submits, and adopts by reference, its previous response submitted to the FCC Triennial Review Procedural Survey conducted by the Commission Staff’s Telecommunications Department on August 22, 2003.  In that response, CenturyTel suggested any CLEC, that believed such a need to rebut the national finding exists, would have the responsibility to initiate the 90-day proceeding, and that such proceeding should be initiated as soon as possible.

3.
Further, the scope of any 90-day proceeding would be to determine whether the Missouri Public Service Commission, based on specific operation and economic evidence, should petition the FCC to rebut the national finding (that the ability of competitors to serve enterprise customers is not impaired without circuit switching) in particular individual markets.  (Order, ¶¶ 451, 454, 456 & 457).  As the Missouri Commission’s decision would only determine the propriety of petitioning the FCC to rebut the no-impairment finding, entities would be bound only by an FCC Order issued in response to such a petition.
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� REPORT AND ORDER AND ORDER ON REMAND AND FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING, Released August 21, 2003 in Federal Communications Commission docket numbers 01-338, 96-98, and 98-147.
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