BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of Easton Telecom
)

Services, L.L.C. for a Certificate of Service Authority
)

to Provide Resold and Facilities-based Basic Local
)
Case No. CA-2003-0203

Telecommunications Services in Portions of the State 
)

of Missouri and for Competitive Classification.
)

NOTICE OF DISMISSAL AND ORDER

CANCELING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On December 17, 2002, Easton Telecom Services, L.L.C., filed an Application for Certificate of Service Authority to Provide Basic Local Telecommunications Services and for Competitive Classification with the Missouri Public Service Commission.  On January 30, 2003, the Staff of the Commission filed a recommendation in this matter.  Staff pointed out that Section 392.455, RSMo 2000, requires Easton to possess sufficient financial resources and abilities to provide basic local telecommunications services.

The financial standard Staff uses to make this determination requires the Applicant to have either: 1) a debt to total capital ratio no greater than 62% and a pre-tax interest coverage of at least 2.3X, or 2) a cash balance of four months operating expenses inclusive of interest expenses and taxes.  Staff asserted that Easton failed to meet the financial standard and on December 23, 2002, Staff sent a letter advising Easton that it either lacks the requested financial information or failed to pass the financial standard.  Easton did not respond to Staff’s recommendation.  On February 6, 2003, the Commission therefore issued an order setting this matter for a prehearing conference on March 19, 2003.

On February 14, 2003, Easton filed a Notice of Dismissal, dismissing its application to provide basic local telecommunications services in Missouri.  Easton cites Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.116(1), which allows an applicant to dismiss its application without an order of the Commission at any time before prepared testimony has been filed.

The Commission finds that there has been no prepared testimony filed in this matter and that Easton may voluntarily dismiss its application.  Because Easton has voluntarily dismissed its application, there is no need for a prehearing conference.  The prehearing conference will therefore be canceled.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Commission shall take notice of Easton Telecom Services, L.L.C.’s Notice of Dismissal. 

2. That the prehearing conference scheduled for March 19, 2003, at 10:00 a.m. shall be canceled.

3. That this order shall become effective on March 2, 2003.

4. That this case may be closed on March 3, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Law Judge

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 20th day of February, 2003.
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