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STAFF RESPONSE TO ORDER DIRECTING FILING


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff” and “Commission”) and for its Response to Order Directing Filing states:

1.
On May 7, 2003 Covista, Inc. (“Covista”) filed an application with the Commission requesting a certificate of service authority to provide resold and facilities-based local telecommunications services and for competitive classification.  On May 13, the Commission issued a Notice of Applications.  On July 2, the Commission issued an Order Directing Filing, in which it directed Staff to “file a status report no later than July 25, 2003, informing the Commission of a date certain on which Staff will file a recommendation in this matter.” 

2.
On July 9, Staff sent a letter to Covista’s attorney, informing him that the Commission’s Financial Analysis Department had reviewed the company’s application and found that it had failed to pass certain financial tests, and requesting that it supply the Staff with additional information.  As of this date, no reply to its letter has been received by Staff.  Until additional information is received from Covista, Staff does not have sufficient financial data in order to file a recommendation to the Commission. 

3.
Because of this impasse, Staff recommends that the Commission set a pre-hearing conference in this matter so that this issue, and others, may be more fully discussed between the parties.  In addition, Staff recommends to the Commission that it direct the parties to use the pre-hearing conference to develop a proposed procedural schedule for the Commission’s consideration.

WHEREFORE, Staff prays the Commission accept its Response to Order Directing Filing.  Staff further prays that the Commission set a date and time for a pre-hearing conference in this matter, and direct the parties to file a proposed procedural schedule for the Commission’s consideration.








Respectfully submitted,








DANA K. JOYCE








General Counsel








/s/ Bruce H. Bates
____________________________________








Bruce H. Bates

Associate General Counsel



Missouri Bar No. 35442








Attorney for the Staff of the 








Missouri Public Service Commission








P. O. Box 360








Jefferson City, MO 65102








(573) 751-7434 (Telephone)








(573) 751-9285 (Fax)








brucebates@psc.state.mo.us  (e-mail)

Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, transmitted by facsimile or e-mailed to all counsel of record this 24th day of July 2003.







/s/ Bruce H. Bates





____________________________________








Bruce H. Bates

PAGE  

3

