BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of Union Electric
)

Company, Doing Business as AmerenUE, for an
) 

Order Authorizing the Sale, Transfer and Assign-
)

 

ment of Certain Assets, Real Estate, Leased

)  Case No. EO-2004-0108

Property, Easements and Contractual Agreements
)

to Central Illinois Public Service Company, Doing
)

Business as AmerenCIPS, and, in Connection

)

Therewith, Certain Other Related Transactions.

)

Public Counsel Reply to Response of Union Electric Company to Staff’s Proposed Procedural Schedule

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and replies to the Response filed by Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE (Company) on November 3, 2003.  

1.
Company’s Response states that bilateral discussions have taken place between Company and the Commission Staff regarding a procedural schedule agreement.  Public Counsel has not been privy to these discussions.

2.
This case may seem deceptively simply on the surface; however, a myriad of complex issues exist and require a thorough analysis.  It is possible that these issues may be resolved at some point through a settlement that allows the transfer to occur subject to certain conditions.  However, if this case must be litigated, then it will require a procedural schedule which is at least as adequate as the one proposed by the Commission Staff on October 27, 2003.


3.
Company’s proposed schedule omits any cross-surrebuttal testimony.  Public Counsel opposes any schedule that deprives the record of this important procedural step.

4.
Company claims that expedited treatment is necessary to avoid the cost of obtaining alternative energy supplies this summer.  Company chose the timing of this case and could have avoided this situation, as Staff has explained.  To the extent any higher costs are incurred as a result of an interim purchased power contract, it is unlikely that ratepayers would be harmed because the rate moratorium approved in Case No. EC-2002-1 will still be in effect.

Respectfully submitted,
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