BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of Aquila,
)

Inc., for Authority to Acquire, Sell and Lease
) 

Back Three Natural Gas-Fired Combustion
)

 

Turbine Power Generation Units and

)  Case No. EO-2005-0156

Related Improvements to be Installed and
)

Operated in the City of Peculiar, Missouri
)

Request for Hearing

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and for its Request for Hearing states as follows:

1.
On December 6, 2004, Aquila, Inc. (Aquila) filed an Application requesting the authority to acquire, sell and lease-back three Combustion Turbine (CT) Units in the city of Peculiar, Missouri (here-and-after referred to as “Application”).  In the Application, Aquila requests permission to enter into this transaction based upon a finding that the transaction is not detrimental to the public interest: Aquila also asks the Public Service Commission (Commission) to make certain findings that are not required (i.e. a finding that the fair market value of the CTs is $70,796,850.00; and a finding that the project is the “least cost option” for additional power generation for Aquila’s MPS operations).  

2.
Public Counsel has commenced its investigation of this Application and has propounded certain data requests to Aquila relating to the relief that it seeks.  Public Counsel is interested in having a full and fair opportunity to fully explore the various points of relief being requested in order to make a recommendation to the Commission in this matter (including an opportunity to address the question of whether certain points of relief need to be addressed by the Commission at all).  

WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Commission establish a hearing and encourage the various parties to develop a procedural schedule that will allow sufficient due process, including an opportunity to fully conduct discovery and to provide testimony.

Respectfully submitted,
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