
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 
 

 
In the Matter of The Empire District Electric    ) 

Company, Liberty Utilities (Central) Co. and   ) File No.  EM-2016-0213 
Liberty Sub Corp. Concerning an Agreement and  )  
Plan of Merger and Certain Related Transactions  )  
 
 

ORDER DIRECTING FILING 

 
Issue Date:  August 24, 2016                     Effective Date:  August 24, 2016  
 

 On August 10, 2016, the Commission approved stipulations and agreements 

between The Empire District Electric Company, Liberty Utilities (Central) Co. and Liberty 

Sub Corp. (“Joint Applicants”) and the following four parties – the City of Joplin, Empire 

District Retired Members & Spouses Association LLC, Laborer’s International Union of 

North America, and International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Locals 1464 and 1474. 

 On July 19, 2016, the Joint Applicants, the Missouri Department of Economic 

Development – Division of Energy and Renew Missouri filed a stipulation and agreement 

regarding certain issues relating to energy efficiency and renewable energy. Staff objected 

to this agreement on July 26, so the matters contained in that agreement become a joint 

position of those parties and remain for determination by the Commission. Those parties 

filed an amended stipulation and agreement on August 24, 2016, concerning the same 

issues. 

 The Joint Applicants and Staff filed a stipulation and agreement on August 4, 2016 

regarding a number of conditions to be imposed on the proposed merger transaction. That 

agreement was timely objected to by the Office of Public Counsel (“OPC”) and the SERP 

Retirees, so the matters contained in that agreement also remain for determination. 
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 On August 23, 2016, the Joint Applicants filed separate stipulations and agreements 

with the SERP Retirees and OPC. The OPC agreement purports to be a comprehensive 

settlement of the issues relating to the transaction and incorporates by reference the entire 

stipulation and agreement between the Joint Applicants and Staff previously filed on 

August 4, 2016. Pursuant to Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.115(2), the parties have seven 

days to object to those two non-unanimous stipulations and agreements. 

 The evidentiary hearing on this matter is set to begin on August 29, 2016. Because 

there are three pending stipulations and agreements and neither OPC nor the Joint 

Applicants filed statements of position, it is unclear what issues the parties wish to address 

at the evidentiary hearing, if any. Therefore, the Commission will direct the Joint Applicants 

to respond indicating what remaining issues need to be addressed at the evidentiary 

hearing. Even if no unresolved issues remain, it is likely that the Commissioners will have 

questions for the parties concerning the provisions of the three pending stipulations and 

agreements.  

THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT: 

1. No later than August 25, 2016, the Joint Applicants shall file a pleading 

stating what remaining issues, if any, need to be addressed at the evidentiary hearing on 

August 29, 2016. 



 

 3 

2. This order shall be effective when issued. 

BY THE COMMISSION 

 

        

 

 
       Morris L. Woodruff 
       Secretary 

 
 
Michael Bushmann, Senior Regulatory  
Law Judge, by delegation of authority  
pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000. 
 
Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri, 
on this 24

th
 day of August, 2016. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF MISSOURI 

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

 
I have compared the preceding copy with the original on file in 

this office and I do hereby certify the same to be a true copy 

therefrom and the whole thereof. 

WITNESS my hand and seal of the Public Service Commission, 

at Jefferson City, Missouri, this 24th day of August 2016.   

 

 

_____________________________ 
      Morris L. Woodruff 

Secretary 



MISSOURI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

August 24, 2016 

 
File/Case No. EM-2016-0213 
 
Missouri Public Service 
Commission  
Staff Counsel Department  
200 Madison Street, Suite 800  
P.O. Box 360  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
staffcounselservice@psc.mo.gov 

Office of the Public Counsel  
James Owen  
200 Madison Street, Suite 650  
P.O. Box 2230  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
opcservice@ded.mo.gov 

City of Joplin, Missouri  
Stephanie S Bell  
308 East High Street, Suite 301  
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
sbell@bbdlc.com 

  
 

City of Joplin, Missouri  
Marc H Ellinger  
308 E. High Street, Ste. 301  
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
mellinger@blitzbardgett.com 

Empire District Electric Company, 
The  
Paul A Boudreau  
312 East Capitol Avenue  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
PaulB@brydonlaw.com

Empire District Electric Company, 
The  
Dean L Cooper  
312 East Capitol  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
dcooper@brydonlaw.com 

  
 

Empire District Electric Company, 
The  
Russ Mitten  
312 E. Capitol Ave  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
rmitten@brydonlaw.com 

Empire District Electric SERP 
Retirees  
Douglas Healy  
3010 E. Battlefield, Suite A  
Springfield, MO 65804 
doug@healylawoffices.com 

Empire District Electric SERP 
Retirees  
Penny Speake  
3010 E. Battlefield, Suite A  
Springfield, MO 65804 
penny@healylawoffices.com 

  
 

Empire District Electric SERP 
Retirees  
Heather H Starnes  
12 Perdido Circle  
Little Rock, AR 72211 
heather@healylawoffices.com 

Empire District Gas Company, The 
Paul A Boudreau  
312 East Capitol Avenue  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
PaulB@brydonlaw.com

Empire District Gas Company, The 
Dean L Cooper  
312 East Capitol  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
dcooper@brydonlaw.com 

  
 

Empire District Gas Company, The  
Russ Mitten  
312 E. Capitol Ave  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
rmitten@brydonlaw.com 

Empire District Retired Members & 
Spouses Association, LLC  
Douglas Healy  
3010 E. Battlefield, Suite A  
Springfield, MO 65804 
doug@healylawoffices.com

Empire District Retired Members & 
Spouses Association, LLC  
Penny Speake  
3010 E. Battlefield, Suite A  
Springfield, MO 65804 
penny@healylawoffices.com

  
 

Empire District Retired Members & 
Spouses Association, LLC  
Heather H Starnes  
12 Perdido Circle  
Little Rock, AR 72211 
heather@healylawoffices.com 

IBEW Local Union 1464  
Michael E Amash  
753 State Ave, Suite 475  
Kansas City, KS 66101 
jrd@blake-uhlig.com 

IBEW Local Union 1464  
Jon R Dedon  
753 State Ave, Suite 475  
Kansas City, KS 66101 
jrd@blake-uhlig.com 

  
 



IBEW Local Union 1474  
Michael E Amash  
753 State Ave, Suite 475  
Kansas City, KS 66101 
jrd@blake-uhlig.com 

IBEW Local Union 1474  
Jon R Dedon  
753 State Ave, Suite 475  
Kansas City, KS 66101 
jrd@blake-uhlig.com 

Laborers' International Union of 
North America (LiUNA)  
John B Coffman  
871 Tuxedo Blvd.  
St. Louis, MO 63119-2044 
john@johncoffman.net 

  
 

Liberty Sub Corp.  
Paul A Boudreau  
312 East Capitol Avenue  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
PaulB@brydonlaw.com 

Liberty Sub Corp.  
Dean L Cooper  
312 East Capitol  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
dcooper@brydonlaw.com

Liberty Sub Corp.  
Russ Mitten  
312 E. Capitol Ave  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
rmitten@brydonlaw.com 

  
 

Liberty Utilities (Central) Co.  
Paul A Boudreau  
312 East Capitol Avenue  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
PaulB@brydonlaw.com 

Liberty Utilities (Central) Co.  
Dean L Cooper  
312 East Capitol  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
dcooper@brydonlaw.com

Liberty Utilities (Central) Co.  
Russ Mitten  
312 E. Capitol Ave  
P.O. Box 456  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
rmitten@brydonlaw.com 

  
 

Midwest Energy Consumers Group  
David Woodsmall  
807 Winston Court  
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
david.woodsmall@woodsmalllaw.com 

Midwest Energy Users' Association 
Stuart Conrad  
3100 Broadway, Suite 1209  
Kansas City, MO 64111 
stucon@swclaw.net 

Missouri Division of Energy  
Alexander Antal  
301 West High St.  
P.O. Box 1157  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
Alexander.Antal@ded.mo.gov

  
 

Missouri Public Service 
Commission  
Nathan Williams  
200 Madison Street, Suite 800  
P.O. Box 360  
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
Nathan.Williams@psc.mo.gov 

Pittsburgh Corning Corporation  
David Woodsmall  
807 Winston Court  
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
david.woodsmall@woodsmalllaw.com

Renew Missouri  
Andrew J Linhares  
1200 Rogers St, Ste B  
Columbia, MO 65201-4744 
Andrew@renewmo.org 

 
Enclosed find a certified copy of an Order or Notice issued in the above-referenced matter(s). 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Morris L. Woodruff 
Secretary1 
 
 
 

                                                            
1  
Recipients listed above with a valid e‐mail address will receive electronic service.  Recipients without a valid e‐mail 
address will receive paper service. 
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