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Staff Response to Order Directing Filing


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and as its response to the Commission’s Order Directing Filing, states:


1.
The Commission has directed its Staff to file a pleading informing the Commission of a date certain on which the Staff will file its Memorandum in this matter.

2.
Staff has reviewed the Application of American Farm Bureau, Inc., d/b/a The Farm Bureau® Connectionsm (“Applicant”), seeking a certificate of service authority to provide basic local exchange telecommunications service, and has discovered a number of problems.  Specifically, in paragraph 3 of the Application, the Applicant sought service authority for exchanges served by “GTE d/b/a Verizon,” but GTE d/b/a Verizon no longer provides service in Missouri.  The Application seeks waiver of specific Commission rules, but refers to antiquated citations.  The Application does not contain the required statements addressing Commission assessments and annual report filings, as required by 4 CSR 240-2.060(L).  Finally, the Applicant is delinquent in paying its 2001 assessment.  The Applicant has not filed a tariff as part of its application, and has asked for a waiver of that requirement, but the regulatory reference is incorrect. 


3.
Staff has contacted the attorney several times since the Application was filed in September, but the Applicant has yet to resolve any of Staff’s expressed concerns.


4.
Accordingly, Staff is unable to make a positive recommendation on the Application at this time, nor is it able to inform the Commission of a “date certain” when it will be able to do so.  Staff recommends that the Commission set this matter for a prehearing so the parties may address the problems in the Application further.

WHEREFORE, Staff recommends that the Commission set this matter for a prehearing.
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