BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF MISSOURI
	In the Matter of an Examination of the Class Cost of Service and Rate Design in the Missouri Jurisdictional Electric Service Operations of Aquila Inc. (f/k/a UtiliCorp United Inc.).
	))))
	Case No. EO-2002-384


PARTIES’ RESPONSE TO COMMISSION ORDER DIRECTING

FILING OF JOINTLY PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

COME NOW, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission; Aquila, Inc.; the Office of the Public Counsel; Sedalia Industrial Energy Users Association; City of Kansas City, Missouri; County of Jackson, Missouri; and United States Executive Agencies and in response to the Commission’s directive that they jointly prepare and file a proposed procedural schedule by May 17, 2002 state: 


1.
At the prehearing conference that began at 1:00 p.m. on April 19, 2002 the parties discussed matters that must be resolved in order to develop a procedural schedule for a hearing in this case.  Because a class cost-of-service study should be based on hourly class loads that are estimated from adequately sampled load research data that is collected over a period of at least one year, the parties early discussed the availability of such load research data.


2.
Aquila, Inc. indicated that it planned to have in place by June 1, 2002 sufficient meters in each class to satisfy the Staff’s sampling requirements for load research data.  Based on that plan, the parties agreed to the collection of load research data during the period June 2002 through May 2003 for use in the class cost-of-service study.  They also agreed that Aquila, Inc. is to make the load research work products for each month during that period available as soon as possible after the end of each month.


3.
Because load research work products for the entire period will not be available any earlier than September of 2003, the parties agreed that it would be appropriate to schedule another prehearing conference in October of 2003 to establish dates for discovery, the filing of testimony and other matters typically addressed in procedural schedules for hearings in contested cases before this Commission.


4.
During the prehearing conference on April 19, 2002 the parties identified numerous issues that require technical discussions.  Among those issues are those that fall into the classifications that follow along with the dates on which the parties have agreed to hold technical discussions to explore the issues in depth and reach consensus in how to address them:

New Rates & Transitions

10:00 a.m. May 22, 2002     (Jefferson City)

Data processes & products

10:00 a.m. June 26, 2002     (Raytown)              (including data format to parties)

Special Studies


10:00 a.m. August 21, 2002 (Jefferson City)

The parties anticipate that it is likely that they will need to schedule among themselves other technical conferences to address additional issues that may arise.


WHEREFORE, the parties respectfully request the Commission to accept this filing as adequate response to the Commission’s directive to prepare and file a jointly proposed procedural schedule, that the Commission direct the filing of any status update reports that it deems appropriate during the period preceding October 2003, and that the Commission schedule a second prehearing conference in October 2003 (after a full year of load research data is available) for the purpose of establishing dates for the filing of testimony and other matters typically addressed in procedural schedules established by the Commission in contested cases.
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