BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Application of Union Electric Company d/b/a
)

AmerenUE for an Order Authorizing Applicant
)

(If and to the Extent the Transaction Described
)

Herein Would Constitute the Issuance of an 

)


Evidence of Indebtedness by Applicant under
)

Sections 393.180 and 393.200 RMSo) to Execute,
) 
Case No. EF-2006-0278
Deliver and Perform the Agreements and 

)

Instruments Necessary to Assume a Lease and
)

Related Documents Pertaining to the NRG 

)


Audrain Combustion Turbine Generator Facility
)


Owned By Audrain County, Missouri Which Was
)

Constructed as Part of a Revenue Bond Project 
) 

under Chapter 100, RSMo

RESPONSES TO COMMISSION ORDERS
COMES NOW the Missouri Joint Municipal Electric Utility Commission (“MJMEUC”) in response to the Order Directing Missouri Joint Municipal Electric Utility Commission To List Municipalities and Order Directing Filing in above-referenced case and respectfully states as follows:

1. The MJMEUC is a body corporate and politic of the State of Missouri, organized as a joint municipal utility commission pursuant to section 393.700 et seq. RSMo., with authority to exercise public powers of a political subdivision of the state for the benefit of the inhabitants of municipalities jointly contracting to establish the MJMEUC. Fifty-eight Missouri municipalities are current parties to the joint contract establishing the MJMEUC.

2. On January 12, 2006, MJMUEC requested intervention in the above docketed case directly and on behalf of its municipal electric members embedded in the Ameren UE transmission system.
3. In response to the Commission Order Directing Missouri Joint Municipal Electric Utility Commission To List Its Municipalities  of January 31, 2006, MJMEUC now lists its municipal electric members that are dependent on the Ameren UE transmission system.

Municipalities with Wholesale Power Contracts with AmerenUE

Centralia
Kahoka
Marceline

Hannibal
Kirkwood
Perry


Municipalities Transmission Dependent On AmerenUE

California
     Fulton*
      Marceline


Centralia
     Hannibal
      Owensville


Columbia
     Jackson
       Perry


Farmington
     Kahoka
       Rolla


Fredericktown
     Kirkwood
(*Fulton is a transmission customer of Columbia, and therefore receives transmission service from MISO.)
4. Together, the above municipalities provide electric service to over 93,000 customers (meters) with a combined peak demand of over 550 MWs, and take network transmission service from the Midwest Independent System Operator (“MISO”).
5. In addition, MJMEUC supplies full requirements power to 22 other municipalities outside of MISO through the Missouri Public Energy Pool #1 (“MoPEP”) with resources from Ameren. These cities are also dependent on the Ameren UE transmission system.

6. In response to the Commission Order Directing Filing,  MJMUEC respectfully states the following: 
a).   AmerenUE’s argument to constrict the range of issues considered in cases involving financing to the narrowest possible interpretation of relevance is based on mere assertion. Despite the routine nature of most such cases and seeming convenience of such a standard there, it is only the Commission’s exercise of its own discretion and judgment, not the law, that would so severely limit review as to bar consideration of the merits or potentially pertinent conditions of an acquisition – a limitation that could haunt the Commission harshly on future occasions.

b).   Soothing “explanations” portraying MJMEUC’s transmission concerns as unfounded are the same theoretical or conceptual arguments presented by AmerenUE in another recent case (EA-2005-0180) that has now produced empirical results negatively impacting MJMEUC’s  ability to obtain transmission for it municipalities.  Although the impacts to be expected from AmerenUE’s acquisition and operation of the Audrain combustion turbines are less substantial, it is AmerenUE’s insistent denial of them, apart from their scale, that is most disturbing.

 c).   MJMEUC wishes to advise the Commission that it has also raised these concerns in a filing with the FERC (attached), but believes there is an equally valid state interest in the adequacy of Ameren’s transmission system and the impacts produced by the proposed acquisition.  MJMEUC has a legitimate interest in information related to this situation that may affect especially its service to the City of Palmyra ( a MoPEP city), and it has appeared and continues to appear that MJMEUC’s only opportunity for access to information and intentions of AmerenUE as to transmission impacts is through the requested intervention. 
d). The AmerenUE response to MJMEUC’s application states at page 4 that "Mr. Pfeiffer's Affidavit demonstrates that who holds title to the units, who the lessee of the units is, who owns the land, or who operates the units themselves has no effect on transmission capacity, dispatch of the units, or power flows on the transmission system.  The MISO will dispatch the units if and when MISO's security constrained dispatch order indicates that the units should be dispatched and the transmission system will react to that dispatch in the same way, regardless of the identity of the owner, operator or lessee."  This statement does not, however, acknowledge the reality that the dispatch order will be affected by how Ameren bids the units.  If Ameren bids the units differently from previous owners, which seems likely given that the units will now be part of Ameren's overall fleet, transmission flows will be different.  Ameren seems to maintain, incorrectly, that Ameren's bidding has no effect on MISO's dispatch.
7. MJMEUC reiterates that within MISO, MJMEUC and its municipalities are directly affected by power flows from AmerenUE generators on the AmerenUE transmission system. 
WHEREFORE, having provided the Commission its requested information, and having previously stated its grounds for intervention, MJMEUC requests the Commission to enter its Order granting leave to intervene as a full party in this case, and for such other further relief as the Commission may deem appropriate.
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