BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of a proposed 
)

experimental regulatory plan
)
Case No. EO-2005-0329
of Kansas City Power & Light Company
) 


REQUEST FOR LOCAL PUBLIC HEARINGS


COMES NOW, the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and for its Request for Local Public Hearings states as follows:


1.
On March 29, 2005, Kansas City Power & Light Company (KCPL), the Staff of the Public Service Commission (Staff), Public Counsel and several other parties filed a Stipulation and Agreement (Agreement) proposing a Regulatory Plan that, if approved, would bind those parties to numerous terms and conditions relating to KCPL’s resource planning and agreeing to a framework that could be used to process KCPL rate proceedings over the next several years.  


2.
Paragraph 11.b. of the Agreement also contains the following reservation of rights:

Public Counsel reserves the right to request local hearings in the KCPL service area in this case.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Public Counsel also specifically reserves the right to assert a position on any new issue raised at local hearings which Public Counsel believes has not been adequately addressed in this Agreement.

Ibid. at 55.

Several workshops and public meetings have been held to discuss, in a general way, some of the elements contained in the Regulatory Plan; however, a contested case regarding this Regulatory Plan has only just now been initiated.  Therefore, general public should be afforded a convenient opportunity to provide testimony that can be entered into the record of this case and considered by the Commission as it deliberates on the Regulatory Plan.  To this end, Public Counsel believes that it would serve the public interest for the Commission to hold two or three public hearings at convenient times and places within KCPL’s service territory, allowing members of the public to comment on the proposed Regulatory Plan and to raise any issue relating to KCPL which they may believe the Commission should address in this case.  

3.
Furthermore, Public Counsel believes that such local public hearings should be scheduled early enough to allow Public Counsel (and other interested parties) sufficient time to review the transcript of those hearings and prepare responses to the public testimony prior to any Commission action on the proposed Agreement.  


WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Commission schedule two or three local public hearings within the KCPL service area as discussed herein.
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