Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	 In the Matter of City Utilities of Springfield, Missouri concerning an incident at the Frisco Building at the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds. 
	))))
	Case No. Case No. GS-2004-

	
	
	


Motion to Establish a Case
COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for this Motion to Establish a Case states as follows:

1.
The Missouri Public Service Commission has statutory responsibility to assure the health and safety of employees, customers, and the public served by municipal gas systems.  Sections 386.310.1 and 386.310.3 RSMo (2000).  These sections grant the Commission the power to issue emergency orders with a subsequent hearing, or to issue orders after hearing, that are designed to promote and safeguard employee, customer, and public safety. 


2.
City Utilities (CU) of Springfield is a municipal gas system as defined in this section and, as such, is subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction.  Section 386.310.3 RSMo (2000).  

3.
The Energy Department’s Safety/Engineering Staff has initiated a formal investigation into an event that occurred on Wednesday June 18, 2003, at approximately 11:47 a.m. at the Frisco Building on the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds.  

4.
As a result of what was apparently a natural gas explosion, an Ozark Empire Fairgrounds maintenance employee was fatally injured.

5.
The Frisco Building was destroyed and other buildings were damaged.

6.
Commission procedures in IP-2, in the Commission’s Internal Procedure Manual, provide for the opening of a case for the purpose of receiving the Incident Report that is developed as a result of Staff’s investigation of the incident.  Further, in IP-2 Section B, the Internal Procedures specify that the Incident Report will be filed 120 days after the date that the case is established.

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission issue its Order opening a case for the purpose of receiving information, including a gas incident report, concerning the explosion at the Frisco Building at the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds, Springfield, Missouri, and for the purpose of ordering an appropriate response to this incident, if necessary.
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