BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Joint Application of Farmers' )
Electric Cooperative and the City of Cameron for )

Approval of a Written Territorial Agreement ) Case No. EO-2018-0205
Designating the Boundaries of Each Electric Servite
Supplier Within Portions of DeKalb County )

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL COMMENTS

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel and commentshentérritorial

agreement between Farmers' Electric Cooperativehen@ity of Cameron as follows:

1. Farmers' Electric Cooperative and the City of Camisrapplication is based on
§ 394.312, RSMo. Section 394.312, RSMo., incld&amework of Public Service
Commission oversight of territorial agreementstetjuires that the Commission approve them,
if “approval of the territorial agreement in totalnot detrimental to the public intere'stind,
upon complaint, to revoke or suspend them if ili$ithey are “no longer in the public interest.”
This agreement, as Staff notes, is for a term ofe&t's, with perpetual automatic 10-year
renewals, unless either Farmers' Electric Cooparatine City of Cameron, or both provide
notice of termination at least one year in advasfarenewal. The Office of the Public Counsel
is concerned with effectively shifting the decismmwhether this agreement should not continue
in effect from the Commission, which would act unttee standard of “no longer in the public
interest,” to Farmers' Electric Cooperative and@lity of Cameron, without any standard.

2. The Office of the Public Counsel is perplexed asdw this territorial agreement

displaces competition between Farmers' Electricp€aative and the City of Cameron.

1§ 394.312.5, RSMo.



Subsection 394.312.1, RSMo., providé€£ompetition to provide retail electric service, as
between rural electric cooperatives, electricapoaations and municipally owned utilities may
be displaced by written territorial agreements,dnly to the extent hereinafter provided for in
this section.” By their agreement Farmers' Eled@ooperative will be able to provide electric
service to structures on a parcel of land locatekinvthe city of Cameron that it would not
otherwise be able to lawfully serve and the Citgaimeron will no longer be able to lawfully
provide electric service to structures on that @kfrdn this agreement Farmers' Electric
Cooperative gives up no right to serve any strestimcated beyond the City of Cameron’s
corporate limits and the City of Cameron gainsightrto serve structures beyond its corporate
limits.

3. The Office of the Public Counsel does not opposatwAarmers' Electric
Cooperative and the City of Cameron are seekirmgtomplish with their territorial agreement,
and its comments should not be so construed.

Wherefore, the Office of the Public Counsel offéms foregoing comments.

Respectfully,

/s Nathan Williams
Nathan Williams
Chief Deputy Public Counsel
Missouri Bar No. 35512

Office of the Public Counsel
Post Office Box 2230
Jefferson City, MO 65102
(573) 526-4975 (Voice)

(573) 751-5562 (FAX)
Nathan.Williams@ded.mo.gov

2 The City of Cameron’s population exceeds 1,500i¢@af Manual, State of Missouri 2017-2018, p. 82010
census population of 9,93ttps://www.sos.mo.gov/bluebook/2017-2DH8d, with certain inapplicable
exceptions, Farmers' Electric Cooperative cannotige electric service to structures in cities afrenthan 1,500 in
population (88 394.020 and 394.080, RSMo.).




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that copies of the foregoing haaeen mailed, hand-delivered, transmitted by
facsimile or electronically mailed to all counsérecord this 2¢ day of March 2018.

/s/ Nathan Williams




