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PROCEEDI NGS

JUDGE CLARK: Let's go on the record now.
Today's date is March 12, 2019. It is 10:01 am W're
in Room 305 of the Governor O fice Building. The
Conmi ssion has set aside this tinme for a Procedural
Conference in the case captioned as WIlliam Gehrs, Jr.,
Conpl ai nant vs. The Enpire District Electric Conpany,
Respondent, File No. EC 2018-0033.

My nane is John Clark. |'mthe Regulatory Law
Judge in this matter. We'Il|l begin by asking the
attorneys to nmake their entry of appearance for the
record starting with Conm ssion staff?

M5. ASLIN: Casi Aslin for staff of the Public
Service Conmm ssion, and ny information has been provided
to the court reporter.

JUDGE CLARK: And for the Enpire District
El ectric Conpany?

M5. CARTER: Diana Carter with Brydon,
Swear engen & England for The Enpire District Electric
Conpany.

JUDGE CLARK:  And M. Cehrs, you're appearing
pro se on your own behalf; is that correct?

MR GEHRS: That is correct. WIIliamlL.
Gehrs, Jr., Joplin, Mssouri. Thank you, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: And as you indicated off the
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record, the intervening party, M. Bob Hi ggi nbotham was
unabl e to appear at this procedural conference and asks
t hat we continue w thout him

MR. GEHRS: That is correct.

MR VWH TWORTH:  Your Honor, this is Dan
Whi tworth. Just to provide you with information, he
just texted ne back and said he wll be here in our
office in about six mnutes but he still indicated to go
forward i f you want.

MR GEHRS: | think we'll nove forward and he
can read the docunents as we prepare them here.

JUDGE CLARK: W're already on the record.
" mgoing to say one thing concerning M. Hi ggi nbot ham
and 1'l'l try and hold that towards the end dependi ng on
how | ong we go on, because Ms. Carter brought up | ast
time a question regarding what his status is as a party
regardi ng whether he's an interested party or a
co-conpl ai nant, and | have had an opportunity to | ook at
t hat .

Are there any prelimnary matters or pending
notions at this tine? Conmm ssion staff?

M5. ASLIN: None fromstaff.

JUDGE CLARK: Enpire District?

M5. CARTER. No, Judge, thank you.

JUDGE CLARK:  And M. Gehrs?
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WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662

33



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

EC-2018-033 Vol . 111

MR. GEHRS: No, sir, | do not.

JUDGE CLARK: Gkay. Now, this conplaint was
stayed until February 10, 2019 and then M. Cehrs
i nfornmed everyone that he was going to be unavail abl e
until after March 1 and that was no problem so here we
are. Wat |I'mgoing to do today is after | leave |I'm
going to ask the parties to cone up wwth a new proposed
procedural schedule and ask staff to file that schedul e.
As usual, that proposed procedural schedul e shoul d
i ncl ude proposed dates for the usual case events and
al so include any stipulation of non-disputed materi al
facts. And | wll |eave a copy of the adjudication
cal endar, which | believe | printed off through July,
with the parties for themto do so.

That's really all | had planned for today.
Since M. Higginbothamis not here, I"mgoing to go
ahead and indicate what |'ve decided in regard to that
and he can read it in the transcript and you can tell
hi m about it, M. Gehrs.

He was allowed to intervene, which neans that
he can see all the filings. He can also participate in
the case to at least a limted degree. Certainly if you
need himto testify about something on your behal f at
the hearing and he's able to do so and is not limted by

any rule of law he would be allowed to do so. But in
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terns of making hima co-conplainant, the problem | have
with doing that is you' re tal king about two different
bui | di ngs here. That's correct?

MR. GEHRS: That is correct, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Gkay. So the buildings while
they may be simlar are not going to be exact; and
because at | east to sone degree this does involve
interpretation of dates, | don't feel confortable
allowing himto be a co-conplainant. Now, certainly
whatever the ruling is on your case certainly may be
sonet hing that he could use taking forward in his case
if it were positive and in your favor and if it were
negative it mght be sonething that m ght influence
whet her or not he wanted to pursue a conplaint, but I'm
not going to allow himto be a co-conplainant. | am
going to allow himto be an interested party.

MR, GEHRS: | understand that, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay?

MR GEHRS: Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Are there any other matters that
need to be addressed by the Comnm ssion at this tinme?

M5. ASLIN.  Wien woul d you like the procedural
schedul e fil ed?

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you for asking that. Wen

woul d be a reasonable anmount of tinme? | think I've got
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t he phone bridge available to the parties until about
11:00. So that gives you a period of tinme to work with
totry and find a tine not only when yoursel ves but al so
when M. Hi ggi nbot ham can be available if he wants to
participate. Wuld a week be good? Wuld that be
sufficient tinme?

M5. ASLIN:  Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: So today is the 12th. The 19th?

M5. ASLIN: That works for staff.

JUDCGE CLARK: Do | need to issue a witten
order or is everybody okay just having it filed by the
19t h?

M5. ASLIN:. [I'mgood just filing by the 19th.

JUDGE CLARK: Are there any other matters that
need to be addressed at this tinme?

M5. CARTER. WII| the hearing be here in
Jefferson City or in Joplin?

JUDGE CLARK: The hearing will be in Joplin,
because the rule states that the hearing, unless
M. CGehrs wants to have it in Jeff Cty for whatever
reason and | don't think any party woul d oppose that,
|"d be happy to have it in Jeff GCty, but if M. Gehrs
wants to have it where he lives, | believe the rule
states that the hearing nust be held within 30 mles of

where service was provided.
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MR GEHRS: | would be very happy and a
pl easure for us.

JUDGE CLARK: What w Il happen, M. Cehrs, is
once we have a date for all testinony and everything to
be filed by and have a hearing date, what |I'll do is
"Il find a location down there in the Joplin area in
whi ch a hearing can be hel d.

MR CGEHRS: Al right, sir. |If you need any
hel p, we know t he Chanber of Commerce pretty well.

JUDGE CLARK: That's certainly a possibility.

| leave that to ny adm nistrative assistant. She does a

very good job of setting up hearing |locations for ne.
If it becones a problem 1'Il let her know that the
Chanber of Commrerce is certainly a possibility. GCkay?

MR. GEHRS: | sure appreciate it. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. CGehrs. Are there
any other matters that need to be addressed by the
Comm ssi on? Enpire?

M5. CARTER. None, thank you

JUDGE CLARK: Staff?

M5. ASLIN:  None.

JUDGE CLARK: M. Gehrs?

MR, CGEHRS: | have nothing el se. Appreciate
your tine.

JUDGE CLARK: Appreciate yours. |I'mglad to
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have the case back on track. Hearing no natters at this
time, this hearing will be adjourned and we'll go off
t he record.

As | indicated before, | believe the phone
bridge is available until 11:00.

M5. CARTER: Thanks, Judge.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you.

MR. CGEHRS:. Thank you, sir.

(O f the record.)
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had in the above-entitled cause at the tinme and pl ace
set forth in the caption sheet thereof; that | then and
there took down in Stenotype the proceedi ngs had; and
that the foregoing is a full, true and correct
transcript of such Stenotype notes so nade at such tine
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