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Proposed Procedural Schedule

COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”), and respectfully states as follows:


1.
On August 30, 2002, Kansas City Power & Light Company (“KCPL”) filed with the Commission an Application for approval of the accrual and funding of the Company’s Wolf Creek Generating Station decommissioning costs at current levels.  KCPL also requested that the Commission find that, for ratemaking purposes, the funding level is included in KCPL’s current cost of service.


2.
On September 11, 2002, the Commission issued its Order And Notice, which, in pertinent part, directed that all parties to this case file a Proposed Procedural Schedule by October 25, 2002.  To date, no parties have sought to intervene in this case.   


3.
Based on their preliminary discussions regarding this matter, the Staff, the Office of the Public Counsel and KCPL believe that this case may well prove resolvable without need of an evidentiary hearing, and that, therefore, a full-blown procedural schedule is probably not necessary.  The parties are in agreement that it is appropriate at this time to schedule an early prehearing conference.  Regardless of other procedural dates, the Staff believes that it can file a substantive recommendation by December 6, 2002.  If, following the early prehearing conference, the parties determine that there are issues in dispute, the parties will, within ten days after the early prehearing conference, file a full-blown proposed procedural schedule that anticipates an evidentiary hearing.


4.
Accordingly, the Staff hereby proposes the following abbreviated procedural schedule:  



Early Prehearing Conference



November 18, 2002



Staff Recommendation



December 6, 2002


5.
It is to be noted that on August 30, 2002, Union Electric Company, d/b/a AmerenUE filed an analogous application (Case No. EO-2003-0083) regarding its Callaway Nuclear Plant.  The prospects for settlement of that case are equally good, and in a proposed procedural schedule being filed in that case on the same day as the instant pleading, an early prehearing conference is also being suggested.  Under the circumstances, the Staff would propose that the two early prehearing conferences be held concurrently.  


WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission issue an Order adopting the procedural schedule proposed above.

Respectfully submitted,

DANA K. JOYCE

General Counsel
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