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Recommendation for Approval of a Variance from Individual Electric
Metering requirement for service to a building located at 4451 Forest Park,

St. Louis, Missouri.

September 15, 2003

On August 12, 2003 Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE filed an application for a
variance from the individual metering requirement of 4 CSR 240-20.050(2) and from subpart K
of Union Electric Company’s Tariff Schedule 5, 6™ Revised Sheet No. 144 issued February 14,
2003 and made effective March 17, 2003 for the remodeling of an apartment building having 288
one-bedroom units and 7 bedroom efficiency units located at 4451 Forest Part, St. Louis,

Missouri.

4 CSR 240-20.050(2) states:

Each residential and commercial unit in a multiple-occupancy building construction of

which_has begun after June 1, 1981 (emphasis added) shall have installed a separate

electric meter for each residential or commercial unit.
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4 CSR 240-20.050(1)(D) provides:

For the purposes of this rule—
(D) Construction begins when the footings are poured, . (Emphasis added).

The Commission’s rule is aimed at compliance with certain sections of the Public Utility
Regulatory Policies Act of 1978. Part of that Act, 16 U.S.C. section 2625(d), provides:

Master metering
Separate metering shall be determined appropriate for any new building (emphasis
added) for purposes of section 2623(b)(1) of this title if —

(1) there is more than one unit in such building,

(2) the occupant of each such unit has control over a portion of the electric energy used in
such unit, and

(3) with respect to such portion of electric energy used in such unit, the long-run benefits
to the electric consumers in such building exceed the costs of purchasing and installing
separate meters in such building.

The project consists of the renovation of an existing apartment building originally constructed in
1972 and, therefore, the footings for the buildings were poured prior to June 1, 1981. As
remodeled the building is to have 288 one-bedroom units and 7 bedroom efficiency residential
units for qualifying low to moderate income persons, both elderly and younger disabled
(physically or mentally challenged). Space heating and cooling will be provided by “individual
electric [through-the-wall] packaged thermal heating/ac units in each apartment and a high
efficiency split system forced air hot water boiler system to accommodate all ground floor non-
dwelling spaces.”

The Electric Meter Variance Committee is of the view that because the footings for the building
that is the subject of this application were poured before June 1, 1981, no variance is required
from the Commission’s Separate Metering Rule—4 CSR 240-050. Therefore, the Electric Meter
Variance Committee recommends that the Commission issue an order that no variance from that
rule is required in this case.

In addition to the issue of the applicability of the Commission’s Separate Metering Rule—4 CSR
240-050, relief has been requested from Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE’s Tariff
Schedule 5, 6™ Revised Sheet No. 144 issued February 14, 2003 and made effective March 17,
2003 which in subpart K provides that “premises” that are “remodeled or rehabilitated in any
such manner that requires new, modified, enhanced or relocated electrical distribution supply
facilities from [Union Electric] . . . shall be considered to have been constructed after June 1,
1981 for application of 4 CSR 240-20.050 of the Commission’s metering requirements . . . .”
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The Electric Meter Variance Committee has considered the potential benefits to consumers of
individual metering, i.e., the ability to directly receive the financial benefits of individual
conservation and efficiency efforts and the potential for individual choice in selecting an
electricity provider at some time in the future. The Committee finds that these potential benefits
are likely to be of little value to elderly and younger disabled (physically or mentally challenged)
persons living in these residential units. Furthermore, since one party (the St. Louis Housing
Authority) will be responsible for paying the electric bill(s), individual consumers would not
directly receive the financial benefits of individual conservation and efficiency efforts in any
event; and receiving, processing and paying separate bills for electric service would be
unnecessary and costly.

The Electric Meter Variance Committee, for good cause shown, recommends that the
Commission issue an order granting a variance from subpart K of Union Electric Company’s
Tariff Schedule 5, 6™ Revised Sheet No. 144 issued February 14, 2003 and made effective
March 17, 2003 for electric service to the apartment building being rehabilitated at 4451 Forest
Park, St. Louis, Missouri. The Electric Meter Variance Committee also recommends that, if the
Commission grants the variance, the Commission order Union Electric Company to file revised
tariff sheets to add this variance to the list of variances from the Commission’s Rule
4 CSR 240-20.050 and subpart K of Union Electric Company’s Tariff Schedule 5, 6™ Revised
Sheet No. 144 that are now on file with the Commission.



