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REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL TIME TO FILE

COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) and on behalf of the parties to this case, requests additional time to file either a stipulation and agreement or a Staff recommendation.  In support thereof, the Staff respectfully states as follows:

1.
On December 28, 2004, the Commission issued an Order directing the Staff to file a recommendation in this proceeding by January 5, 2005.  The Commission also stated that the filing by January 5 of a stipulation and agreement would satisfy the filing requirement.

2.
On January 4, 2005, the Staff, The Empire District Electric Company and the Office of the Public Counsel, the only parties to this proceeding, met again in their continuing efforts to work toward a stipulation and agreement.  As a result, it appears that only two issues remain unresolved.  The parties believe there is a good chance that an agreement can be reached and that it is appropriate, therefore, to focus on working toward that goal during the next several days.  If the remaining issues are successfully resolved, the parties expect to file a stipulation and agreement by January 14, 2005.  Otherwise, the Staff will file a recommendation on that date. 

WHEREFORE, the Staff, on behalf of the parties to this proceeding, respectfully requests that the Commission extend the deadline for filing either a Staff recommendation or a stipulation and agreement until January 14, 2005.
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