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STAFF REPLY TO JOINT RESPONSE OF HOWELL-OREGON

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE AND THE CITY OF THAYER

Comes now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) in reply to the September 5, 2003 Joint Response Of Howell-Oregon Electric Cooperative And The City Of Thayer.  The Commission directed that the Staff and Howell-Oregon Electric Cooperative Inc. (Howell-Oregon) file briefs addressing certain matters set out in the Commission’s Order of August 12, 2003 and provided the opportunity for the parties to file responsive briefs.  The Staff believes that the September 5, 2003 Joint Response Of Howell-Oregon Electric Cooperative And The City Of Thayer covers the matters that the Commission requested be addressed.  As indicated in the September 5, 2003 Staff Response To Order Directing Filings, the Staff is not opposed to the Addendum No. 1 filed by Howell-Oregon.  

In its July 21, 2003 Staff Recommendation And Motion For Commission Order Directing Response By Joint Applicants in Case No. EO-2003-0518, the Staff recommended that (1) the Commission approve the change of electric suppliers for the Thayer High School from the City of Thayer to Howell-Oregon, (2) direct Howell-Oregon and the City of Thayer to file with the Commission Addendum No. 1 to the Territorial Agreement approved by the Commission in Case No. EM-92-157 and (3) direct Howell-Oregon and the City of Thayer to clarify their Joint Application and indicate whether Addendum No. I To The Territorial Agreement, relating to the provision of electrical service to new facilities being built, or to be built, on 35 acres of property owned by the Thayer R-II School District, constitutes an amendment to the Territorial Agreement and, therefore, requires that the procedures in Section 394.312.3 be met.  This date the Staff is filing in Case No. EO-2003-0518 the September 5, 2003 Joint Response Of Howell-Oregon Electric Cooperative And The City Of Thayer and the September 5, 2003 Staff Response To Order Directing Filings.

Howell-Oregon and the City of Thayer state on page 11 of their September 5, 2003 Joint Response To Commission Order Directing Filings that “Howell-Oregon and the City of Thayer respectfully request the Commission deem the Addendum to be approved as being in the public interest and conclude this matter.” 

Respecting 4 CSR 240-2.060(1), 4 CSR 240-3.130 and 4 CSR 240-3.135, as related in the September 5, 2003 Staff Response To Order Directing Filings, the procedure recognized by the Commission in the 1991-92 Howell-Oregon/City of Thayer territorial agreement case, Case No. EM-92-157, did not contemplate addenda as being treated as the filing of a new territorial agreement or as the filing of an amendment to a territorial agreement. 

Wherefore the Staff states that it is not opposed to Addendum No. 1 to the Case No. EM-92-157 Territorial Agreement of the Howell-Oregon Electric Cooperative, Inc. and the City of Thayer.  Said addendum is not detrimental to the public interest.  Section 394.312 RSMo 2000. 
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