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STAFF’S MOTION FOR EXTENSION

 OF TIME AND REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT
COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and moves for an extension of time to file its Staff’s Response To AmerenUE’s Application For Rehearing And Alternative Motion For Clarification Of The Commission’s Order of October 6, 2004, and asks that the Commission extend the deadline for filing by one week, from by 4:00 p.m., Friday, November 5, 2004, to 4:00 p.m., Friday, November 12, 2004.  Further, Staff requests expedited treatment of this motion pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080(16).  In support of this Motion For Extension of Time, the Staff states as follows: 
1.
In response to a request by Staff in its Staff Notice of October 25, 2004, for direction on whether the Commission desired a response from the Staff to AmerenUE’s Application For Rehearing And Alternative Motion, the Commission directed the General Counsel’s Office and the Staff to respond by 4:00 p.m., November 5, 2004.

2.
In its October 27, 2004, Order Directing Filing, the Commission indicated that it  wanted a response from both the General Counsel’s Office and the technical Staff to include:   (1) legal analysis, commentary and recommendations by the General Counsel’s Office regarding the legal positions and theories asserted in the applications for rehearing referred to above, and (2) technical analysis, commentary and recommendations by Staff’s subject matter experts regarding the technical positions and theories asserted in both AmerenUE’s and the Office of the Public Counsel’s Applications For Rehearing.  The Commission set the time for filing of Staff’s Response for 4:00 p.m., Friday, November 5, 2004. 

3.
Both the General Counsel’s Office and Staff have attempted to meet this deadline; however, because of the press of other Commission business, the limited availability of some of the technical Staff involved in this case, and the broad scope of AmerenUE’s Request For Rehearing And Alternative Motion, including suggested substitute conditions, the General Counsel’s Office and Staff request additional time to complete Staff’s Response To AmerenUE’s Application For Rehearing And Alternative Motion.

4.
In addition to responding to AmerenUE’s Request for Rehearing And Alternative Motion, on Thursday, November 04, 2004, AmerenUE filed its Reply To Office Of The Public Counsel’s Response to AmerenUE’s Application For Rehearing, to which the Staff will respond by 4:00 p.m. on November 12, 2004.  

5.
Granting Staff’s request for additional time will permit Staff to include its response to AmerenUE’s November 4, 2004 Reply to the Office of the Public Counsel’s Response to AmerenUE’s Application For Rehearing in the same document, which may help expedite the overall response process.  

6.
Because of the reasons noted above, coupled with the fact that Staff would prefer to include its response to Ameren’s Reply To The Office Of The Public Counsel’s Response To AmerenUE’s Request for Rehearing in a single document, the Staff requests, pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080(15) and (16), that the Commission expedite ruling on this request.  

7.
Staff has contacted counsel for AmerenUE, The Office of the Public Counsel, Missouri Industrial Energy Consumers, Kansas City Power & Light, and Missouri Energy Group.  Counsel for Ameren as well as counsel for the other parties have indicated no opposition to the Staff’s request.  

8.
Granting this modest extension of time will enable Staff to fully respond to the pleadings noted above and will not prejudice any party to the case.  

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests that the time for filing its Response To AmerenUE’s Application For Rehearing And Alternative Motion and for time to include Staff’s response to AmerenUE’s November 4 Reply To The Office Of The Public Counsel’s Response To AmerenUE’s Request for Rehearing in a single document, be extended from 4:00 p.m., Friday November 5, 2004 to 4:00 p.m., Friday, November 12, 2004.  

Respectfully submitted,
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