BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of American Farm
)

Bureau, Inc., d/b/a The Farm Bureau® Connectionsm
)

for a Certificate of Service Authority to Provide Basic
)
Case No. CA-2004-0131

Local Telecommunications Service in Portions of the
)

State of Missouri and to Classify Said Service and
)

the Company as Competitive.



)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On September 11, 2003, American Farm Bureau, Inc., d/b/a The Farm Bureau® Connectionsm filed an Application for Certificate of Service Authority and for Competitive Classification.  The Staff of the Commission informed the Commission that there were a number of problems with the Application and suggested that the Commission hold a prehearing conference.

The Commission held a prehearing conference on December 17, 2003.  At the prehearing, Staff informed the Commission that with the exception of an unpaid assess​ment of 2001, all of Staff’s concerns had been addressed.  Staff and the Company assured the Commission that a hearing would not be necessary.  Staff further stated that its memorandum, recommending approval or rejection of the application, would be forthcoming.  Staff filed its memorandum on January 8, 2004, indicating that the Company “is not delinquent in filing an annual report and paying the PSC assessment.” 

By the Assessment Order for Fiscal Year 2001 issued on June 27, 2000, the Commission required that all utilities pay assessments on or before July 15, 2000, or in quarterly installments on July 15, 2000, October 15, 2000, January 15, 2001 and April 15, 2001.  The Commission will require its Staff to file a pleading informing the Commission of the date on which the Company, in this matter, paid its 2001 assessment and, if paid late, whether the Company paid penalties in conjunction therewith.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Staff of the Commission shall file a pleading, not later than January 21, 2004, informing the Commission of the date on which American Farm Bureau, Inc., d/b/a The Farm Bureau® Connectionsm paid its 2001 assessment.

2. That if American Farm Bureau, Inc., d/b/a The Farm Bureau® Connectionsm paid its assessment late, the Staff of the Commission shall inform the Commission of whether the Company paid penalties in conjunction with paying a late assessment.

3. That this order shall become effective on January 20, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 20th day of January, 2004.
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