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Staff Comment


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, by and through its Office of General Counsel, and as its comment to this rulemaking proceeding, states as follows:

The Commission’s Staff has become aware of concern that, if a reporting public utility only submits a single, completed version of its annual report containing information it wishes to maintain as non-public, this posture will conflict with the language in the proposed rules 4 CSR 240-3.165, 4 CSR 240-3.245, 4 CSR 240-3.335, 4 CSR 240-3.435, 4 CSR 240-3.540, and 4 CSR 240-3.640, that “[s]ubmittals made under this section that do not include both versions will not receive confidential treatment and will be subject to public disclosure.”  The concern is that with this definitive language, until the reporting public utility files a second, redacted version for public viewing, the version that contains the non-public information will be subject to public view.  To eliminate this concern, Staff suggests that the sentence quoted above be modified to read: “Submittals made under this section that do not include both versions will be considered deficient.  The Staff on behalf of the Commission will issue a deficiency letter to the company and if both versions of the annual report are not received within twenty days of the notice, the submittal will be considered noncompliant.”  With this modification, the public utility has the opportunity to correct an incomplete annual report submission by providing a redacted version, without the risk of release of non-public information.  If the public utility does not submit a redacted version, however, ultimately the Commission may still provide annual report information to the public after a reasonable length of time to allow for correction has passed.
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