Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Union Electric Company for an Order Authorizing: (1) Certain Merger Transactions Involving Union Electric Company; (2) the Transfer of Certain Assets, Real Estate, Leased Property, Easements, and Contractual Agreements to Central Illinois Public Service Company; and (3) in Connection Therewith, Certain Other Related Transactions
	)))))))))))
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STAFF’S THIRD STATUS REPORT AND REQUEST FOR LEAVE TO LATE-FILE
Comes now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and submits its Third Status Report regarding monies paid into the Cole County Circuit Court (Court) as a result of stays of Commission Orders in Case No. EO-96-14 and Case No. EM-96-149 pursuant to an Order of the Court dated April 17, 2000.  The Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) on September 28, 2004, issued an Order directing that the Staff file a status report no later than October 11, 2004.  

The Staff submitted a Second Status Report on September 24, 2004 and suggested that, on or before October 11, 2004, the Staff would further advise the Commission of progress on the matter of effectuating a disbursement of the funds in question, which continue to accrue interest in an interest bearing account at Central Bank in Jefferson City.  In choosing the date October 11, 2004, undersigned counsel did not recall that Columbus Day is observed on October 11, 2004, and, as a consequence, that the Commission’s offices would be closed.  Thus, the Staff is submitting its report one day out of time on October 12, 2004.  The Staff submits as its Third Status Report the following:

The Staff has met with counsel and technical staff for Union Electric Company, d/b/a AmerenUE (AmerenUE) and the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) regarding the Staff’s review of the monthly reports which the Court receives from Central Bank relating to the monies deposited as a result of the Court’s Order issued on April 17, 2000.  The Staff is engaged in ongoing discussions with AmerenUE and Public Counsel respecting a proper determination of the amount of funds relating to each stay and procedures for crediting or otherwise paying these funds to customers.  As previously indicated, the Staff intends to advise the Commission and all parties to Case No. EO-96-14 and Case No. EM-96-149 of the results of these discussions so that all appropriate parties may address the proper effectuation of the Western District Court of Appeals decision in Union Electric Company v. Public Serv. Comm’n, 136 S.W.3d 146 (Mo.App. 2004) and the Order of April 17, 2000 of the Cole County Circuit Court.  The Staff proposes to file with the Commission a further status report and recommendation on or before October 26, 2004.

Wherefore the Staff submits this Third Status Report.

Respectfully submitted,








DANA K. JOYCE








General Counsel

/s/ Steven Dottheim                                       








Steven Dottheim

Chief Deputy General Counsel


Missouri Bar No. 29149








Attorney for the Staff of the








Missouri Public Service Commission








P. O. Box 360








Jefferson City, MO 65102








(573) 751-7489 (Telephone)








(573) 751-9285 (Fax)








e-mail: steve.dottheim@psc.mo.gov

Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, or transmitted by facsimile or electronic mail to all counsel of record this 12th day of October 2004.


/s/ Steven Dottheim                                       

PAGE  

2

