                        






    STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 20th day of February, 2003.

In the Matter of the Application of Kansas City Power & 
)

Light Company for a Certificate of Convenience and     
)

Necessity Authorizing it to Extend a 69kV Transmission
)
Case No. EA-2003-0135
Line Which it Owns and Operates in a Portion of the

)


Territory Served by Aquila, Inc. in Clay County,     

)

Missouri








)

ORDER GRANTING CERTIFICATE

OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY

Syllabus:

This order grants Kansas City Power & Light Company a certificate of convenience and necessity to extend a transmission line in Clay County, Missouri.

Procedural History:

On October 7, 2002, Kansas City Power & Light Company applied to the Missouri Public Service Commission for a certificate of convenience and necessity to construct, own, operate, and maintain a 69 kV transmission line in a portion of Aquila, Inc., service territory in Clay County, Missouri.  KCP&L stated that Aquila was aware of the application, and did not object to it.  

KCP&L amended its application on December 3, 2002.  In that amendment, KCP&L asserted that there were no alternative routes as or more efficient than the requested route.  KCP&L filed a Second Amended Application on January 23, 2003.  In that pleading, KCP&L stated that it had performed a load study to analyze the impact of load growth in areas its current 69 kV system serves in the Kansas City metropolitan area.  KCP&L said that the new Liberty South Substation and the new 69 KV transmission line serving this substation would provide a source of power closer to the areas experiencing load growth.  The Commission concludes that KCP&L’s requests to amend its application are reasonable, and will grant the requests.  

The Commission issued an Order and Notice on January 10, 2003.  In that Order and Notice, the Commission directed interested parties to file applications to intervene no later than January 30, 2003.  No applications to intervene were filed.  

On January 9, 2003, the Commission issued an Order Directing Filing instructing Staff to file a Recommendation or Status Report by February 10, 2003.  On February 10, 2003, Staff filed its Memorandum and Recom​mendation stating that it did not object to the Commission granting KCP&L a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity.  

Findings of Fact:

KCP&L is a Missouri corporation in good standing.  KCP&L generates, transmits, distributes and sells electric power in Missouri.

 KCP&L wishes to extend a 69 kV transmission line and to construct and operate a substation in territory that Aquila serves in Clay County, Missouri.  The transmission line KCP&L would like to build would be about one-half mile long, and would be installed along an existing railroad right-of-way.  The line would terminate at Aquila’s Liberty South Substation, where KCP&L will operate a 161-69 kV substation facility.  

Staff recommended that the Commission grant the requested authority.  Staff believes that the proposed service is in the public interest.  Staff reviewed KCP&L’s alternatives, and stated that the requested transmission line is the most efficient way for KCP&L to address current and anticipated load growth.   

Conclusions of Law:

KCP&L is an “electrical corporation” and a “public utility” as defined in Subsections 386.020(15) and (42), RSMo 2000.  It is subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission under to Chapters 386 and 393, RSMo 2000. 

An electrical corporation may not exercise any right under a franchise without first obtaining the permission and approval of this Commission.
  The Commission may give permission and approval when it has determined that such construction or the exercise of such right under a franchise is “necessary or convenient for the public service.”
  The Commission may also impose such conditions as it deems reasonable and necessary upon its grant of permission and approval.
  

The Commission concludes that the proposed transmission line and substation is both necessary and convenient for the public service.  Therefore, the Commission will authorize KCP&L to construct, own, operate, and maintain the transmission line and substation as described by its application and the map and metes and bounds description filed in support thereof.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That Kansas City Power & Light Company is granted a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct, own, operate, and maintain a 69 kV transmission line and substation in the portion of Clay County, Missouri, described by its application and the map and metes and bounds description filed in support thereof.  

2. That the certificate of convenience and necessity referenced in ordered paragraph 1 shall become effective on the effective date of this order.
3. That the Commission grants leave to Kansas City Power & Light Company to file its First and Seconded Amended Applications.  
4. That nothing in this order shall be considered a finding by the Commission of the reasonableness or prudence of the expenditures herein involved, nor of the value for ratemaking purposes of the properties herein involved, nor as an acquiescence in the value placed on said property.
5. That the Commission reserves the right to consider the ratemaking treatment to be afforded the properties herein involved, and the resulting cost of capital, in any later proceeding.
6. That this order shall become effective on March 2, 2003.

7. That this case may be closed on March 3, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Pridgin, Regulatory Law Judge

� Subsections 393.170, 1 and 2, RSMo 2000.


� Subsection 393.170.3, RSMo 2000.


� Subsection 393.170.3, RSMo 2000.  
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