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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

Missouri Public Service Commission Official Case File

Case No.  EA-2003-0370, Aquila, Inc.

FROM:
Jim Ketter,  Energy Department

/s/Warren Wood 6/10/03______     _/s/ Steven Dottheim 6/10/03______

Energy Department/Date                       General Counsel’s Office/Date

SUBJECT:
Staff Recommendation for Approval of Application To Construct 161 kV Line

DATE:

June 10, 2003

SUMMARY OF REQUEST

On March 31, 2003, Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS (MPS) and Aquila Networks – L&P (L&P) filed an APPLICATION for permission and authority to construct a 161 kV transmission line in a portion of the service territory of Kansas City Power & Light Company (KCPL) in Cass County, Missouri.  This proposed transmission line would provide a connection between the Martin City Substation and a new Belton South Substation, both within the certificated service territory of Aquila.  A portion of the proposed route, from East 155th south on South Prospect Avenue to the southern edge of the Richards-Gebaur runway, is outside the Aquila certificated service territory.  The portion of the entire project that is in the KCPL certificated service territory is approximately 1.43 miles of the 8.89 miles between the substations that would be connected by this new transmission line.

The estimated cost of the line, including right-of-way costs and connection costs at the substations, is approximately $14.7 million.  The estimated cost of the transmission line is $10.8 million.  Aquila states that the proposed line is necessary to provide reliable service to MPS’s customers and to relieve the overloading of facilities serving this area.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
The Staff recommends approval of the APPLICATION for permission and authority to construct a 161 kV transmission line in a portion of the certificated service territory of KCPL in Cass County, Missouri.  This proposed line is necessary to meet the growing electrical demand in this portion of Aquila’s certificated service territory.
Staff has reviewed the line loading data to verify the heavy use of the existing transmission system in this portion of Aquila’s system.  Heavy loads on the existing transmission system reach, and exceed, the operational design ratings of the transmission lines many times during the year. Loss of existing lines during a period of high loads could cause overloading of other transmission lines and impose significant constraints in delivering electricity to Aquila’s load centers.  Addition of this 161 kV line will relieve the heavy loading on existing lines, and enhance reliability for Aquila customers by providing another connection in the transmission system.  This addition will also relieve the loading on the existing 69 kV system that serves MPS customers in this area.

The Staff inspected the route and the substations where the additions are proposed. For that portion of the line outside the Aquila certificated service area, there are three property owners affected by this application along the west and south side of the Richards-Gebaur airport.  A single pole structure will be used to minimize the easement width.

The proposed 161 kV transmission line will provide additional capacity to serve Aquila customers as the load grows.  This addition would fit into Aquila’s long-term planning for a transmission upgrade from 69 kV to 161 kV, to connect the Martin City Substation and the Pleasant Hill Substation at 161 kV.

The APPLICATION, filed pursuant to Section 393.170 RSMo (2000), is in compliance with the provisions of 4 CSR 240-2.060 for applications for a certificate of convenience and necessity by an electric company to build a transmission line.  A certificate is necessary because a small portion of the proposed route is outside of Aquila’s certified service area.  Review of the internal records of the Commission indicates that Aquila has filed its electric and gas annual reports and is current on its assessment payment.  Action on this application will not affect other open cases of Aquila before this Commission.  Open cases filed by Aquila, Inc. are listed below.
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