                                                                    STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 8th day of July, 2003.

In the Matter of the Application of Aquila, Inc.
)

for a Certificate of Public Convenience and
)

Necessity Authorizing it to Construct, Install, 
)

Own, Operate, Control, Manage, and                
)           Case No. EA-2003-0370
Maintain an Electric Transmission Line in a       
)           

Portion of the Territory Served by Kansas City
)

Power & Light Company in Cass County,
)

Missouri
)

ORDER GRANTING CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY

           Syllabus:  In this order, the Missouri Public Service Commission finds it is necessary and convenient for the public interest for Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks - MPS and Aquila Networks - L&P, to construct and operate the transmission line as described in the application, and so grants Aquila a certificate of convenience and necessity. 

Procedural History

On March 31, 2003, Aquila filed with the Commission an application for a line certificate where the company sought a certificate of convenience and necessity, authorizing it to construct, install, own, operate, control, manage, and maintain an electric

transmission line in a portion of the territory served by Kansas City Power & Light Company in Cass County, Missouri, near Aquila’s certificated area.              

On April 4, 2003, the Commission issued an order directing that notice be given to potentially interested entities, and allowing the opportunity to intervene.  KCPL applied to intervene on April 24, 2003, which the Commission granted on May 6, 2003.

            On June 10, 2003, the Staff of the Commission filed its memorandum and recommended approval of Aquila’s application.  The proposed line, according to Staff, is necessary to meet the growing electrical demand in this portion of Aquila’s certificated service territory.

Discussion

In its pleading, Staff noted that it had reviewed the line loading data to verify the heavy use of the transmission system.  Heavy loads on the system reach and exceed the operational design ratings of the lines many times during the year.  Loss of existing lines during a period of high loads, maintains Staff, could cause overloading of other transmission lines and impose significant constraints in delivering electricity to Aquila’s load centers.  Addition of the 161 kV line will relieve the heavy loading on existing lines, and enhance reliability for Aquila customers by providing another connection in the transmission system.  In Staff’s view, the addition will also relieve the loading on the existing 69 kV system that serves Aquila’s customers in the area.

The Staff said that it had inspected the route and the substations where the additions are proposed.  For that portion of the line outside the Aquila certificated service area, there are three property owners along the west and south side of the Richards-Gebaur airport

affected by the application.  Staff noted that single poles will be used “to minimize the easement width.”

The line will provide additional capacity to serve Aquila customers as the load grows.  Staff’s view is that this addition would fit into Aquila’s long-term planning for a transmission upgrade from 69 kV to 161 kV, to connect the Martin City Substation, and the Pleasant Hill Substation at 161 kV.

The Office of the Public Counsel, although a party to this case, has not participated or filed any pleadings.

Decision

            The Commission finds it is necessary and convenient for the public interest for Aquila to construct and operate the transmission line as described in the application, and so will grant a certificate of convenience and necessity. 

            IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

            1.    That Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks - MPS and Aquila Networks - L&P, is granted a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct, own, operate, and maintain a transmission line in Cass County, Missouri, as described in its application filed on March 31, 2003.

            2.    That this order will become effective on July 18, 2003. 

            3.    That this case may be closed after July 19, 2003.









BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Gaw, Forbis and Clayton, CC., concur

Hopkins, Senior Regulatory Law Judge
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