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STAFF REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME FOR FILING LIST OF ISSUES AND WITNESSES, AND ORDER OF OPENING AND CROSS-EXAMINATION  

Comes now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and requests an extension in the time for the filing of a list of issues and witnesses and order of opening and cross-examination from Friday, March 5, 2004 to Wednesday, March 10, 2004.  In support of the Staff’s proposed procedural schedule, the Staff states as follows:  

1.
The Commission in its December 2, 2003, Order Establishing Procedural Schedule stated that the parties shall agree on and file a list of issues to be determined by the Commission, and the Staff shall be responsible for actually drafting and filing the list of issues.  The Commission directed that the other parties shall cooperate with the Staff in the development of the list.  The Commission also directed that the list of issues and witnesses and order of opening and cross-examination shall be filed on Friday, March 5, 2004.

2.
Due to other Commission business, in particular proceedings in the Aquila, Inc. electric and steam rate increase cases, the undersigned counsel has not been able to distribute, for other parties to review, a proposed list of issues.  A draft list of issues will be sent to all parties by e-mail this date.  

3.
As a consequence, the Staff is requesting that the date for filing the list of issues and witnesses and order of opening and cross-examination be moved from Friday, March 5, 2004 to Wednesday, March 10, 2004.  The Staff has talked with counsel for each of the parties and none has indicated any objection to the Staff’s request.

4.
The Staff notes that Position Statements are presently directed by the Commission to be filed on Friday, March 12, 2004.  Due to the additional time being requested by the Staff for the filing of the list of issues and witnesses and order of opening and cross-examination, the Staff may request on a later date, additional time for the filing of position statements. The Staff would note that the Commission, this date, graciously moved the commencement of the evidentiary hearing from Thursday, March 18, 2004 to Monday, March 22, 2004, as the Staff requested in a pleading filed on March 2, 2004.  (Hearing dates on March 25 and 26, 2004 were substituted for hearing dates on March 18 and 19, 2004).

5.
The Staff does not make this request for additional time to unduly delay these proceedings.  Undersigned counsel apologizes for any inconvenience that this request has caused or might cause.

Wherefore the Staff requests that the Commission extend the date for the filing of a list of issues and witnesses and order of opening and cross-examination from Friday, March 5, 2004 to Wednesday, March 10, 2004. 
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