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REBUTTAL TESTIMONY  1 

OF 2 

JANE C. DHORITY 3 

SPIRE MISSOURI, INC., d/b/a SPIRE 4 

CASE NO. GR-2022-0179 5 

Q. Please state your name and business address. 6 

A. My name is Jane C. Dhority and my business address is 111 North 7th Street, 7 

Suite 105, St. Louis, MO 63101. 8 

Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity? 9 

A. I am employed by the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) as 10 

a Utility Regulatory Auditor. 11 

Q. Are you the same Jane C. Dhority that filed direct testimony in this docket? 12 

A. Yes. 13 

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony? 14 

A. I discuss adjustments made to correct errors in Staff’s direct position for payroll, 15 

payroll taxes, employee benefits, 401(k) match expenses, pension and OPEBs. 16 

Payroll, Payroll Taxes, Employee Benefits, 401(k) Match Expense  17 

Q. What was the nature of the error in Staff’s direct position? 18 

A. Staff inadvertently removed amounts from Spire Missouri’s payroll for 19 

employees whose termination date occurred outside of the May 31, 2022 update period for this 20 

case.  Staff has made an adjustment to add back the cost of these employees. Staff will pick up 21 

all changes due to new hires and terminated employees during its true-up audit in order to 22 

maintain the matching principle.  In addition to this correction, the increase from adding back 23 
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the employees was offset by a restatement of the amended test year based upon a change in the 1 

capitalized overhead issue. 2 

Q.  How did this change in adding back employees and using the actual amended 3 

test year rather than an overhead adjusted test year affect Staff’s position for payroll taxes, 4 

employee benefits, and 401(k) match expense? 5 

A. The calculations for these adjustments are based off of Spire Missouri’s adjusted 6 

payroll, therefore any changes in payroll amounts will cause these adjustments to change 7 

as well. 8 

Q. How will this correction change the revenue requirement? 9 

A. Based on Staff’s corrections, the change in revenue requirement will be 10 

a decrease of approximately $2.2 million for Spire East, and a decrease of approximately 11 

$1.0 million for Spire West. 12 

Pensions & OPEBs 13 

Q. Please explain this adjustment. 14 

A. In a meeting with Spire Missouri, Staff was made aware of an error in its 15 

calculations for pensions and other post-employment benefits regarding its transfer of costs to 16 

its affiliates.   17 

Q. What was the error?  18 

A.  Staff incorrectly applied each territory’s allocation percentage to and from other 19 

affiliates to the expense amounts specific to each territory.  Staff amended its calculation to 20 

apply the allocation percentages for Spire East and Spire West to the total pension and 21 

OPEB expense amounts as these percentages are blended rates and should be applied to the 22 

total pension and OPEB cost. 23 
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Q. What impact will correcting this affiliate allocation error have on the revenue 1 

requirement in this case? 2 

A. For Spire East this adjustment will result in an approximate $255,000 decrease 3 

to the revenue requirement, and for Spire West this will increase the revenue requirement by 4 

approximately $1.4 million. 5 

Q. Does this conclude your rebuttal testimony? 6 

A. Yes it does. 7 
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