BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Aquila, Inc., for
)

Specific Confirmation or, in the Alternative, Issuance
)


of a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity
)


Authorizing It to Construct, Install, Own, Operate,
)


Control, Manage, and Maintain a Combustion Turbine
)
Case No. EA-2005-0248

Electric Generating Station and Associated Electric
)

Transmission Substations in Unincorporated Areas
)

of Cass County, Missouri Near the Town of Peculiar
)

ORDER SETTING INTERVENTION PERIOD AND 
SCHEDULING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On January 28, 2005, Aquila, Inc., applied for a certificate of convenience and necessity to provide electrical service.  Aquila asks for the certificate so that it can build its South Harper Facility and its Peculiar Substation.  The Commission has allowed StopAquila.org and Cass County, Missouri, to intervene.  

The Commission has reviewed the pleadings, and has determined that proper persons should be allowed 5 days from the date of this order to file a motion for leave to intervene.  The Commission’s Data Center shall serve a copy of this order upon the Cass County Commission and upon the mayor the City of Peculiar, Missouri.  In addition, the Commission’s Public Information Office shall make notice of this order available to the media serving Cass County and to the members of the General Assembly representing Cass County.

The Commission further finds this matter is now at issue and a prehearing conference and procedural schedule are appropriate to ensure its prompt resolution.  At the prehearing conference, the parties or their representatives should be prepared to discuss the nature of any discovery each will conduct and the interval necessary for its completion; the number of witnesses each expects to call at hearing; the number and nature of any exhibits each expects to offer at hearing; and the anticipated length of the hearing.  The parties or their representa​tives should also be prepared to discuss the current status of any settlement negotiations.  It is expected that the prehearing conference will provide an opportunity for the parties to further pursue settlement discussions.

The parties should also be prepared to discuss possible on-the-record presentations, an evidentiary hearing, and a local public hearing.  
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. The Commission’s Data Center shall serve a copy of this order upon the county commission of each county in the company's service area and upon the mayor of any city not within a county in the company’s service area.  In addition, the Commission’s Public Information Office shall make notice of this order available to the media serving the company’s service area and to the members of the General Assembly representing the residents of the company’s service area.

2. That any proper person or entity desiring to intervene in this matter shall file an applica​tion no later than February 15, 2005, with:
Dale Hardy Roberts, Secretary

Missouri Public Service Commission

Post Office Box 360

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

and send copies to:
Paul Boudreau

Brydon, Swearengen & England, P.C.

312 East Capitol Avenue 

Post Office Box 456

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

and:

Office of the Public Counsel

Post Office Box 2230

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

3. That a prehearing conference shall be held on February 16, 2005, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The prehearing conference shall be held at the Commission’s offices at the Governor Office Building, Room 305, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  The Governor Office Building is a facility that meets the accessibility require​ments of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the prehearing conference. 

4. That this order shall become effective on February 10, 2005.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
(S E A L)

Ronald D. Pridgin, Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 10th day of February, 2005. 
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