Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri
	In The Matter Of The Application Of The Empire District Electric Company And White River Valley Electric Cooperative For Approval Of A Written Territorial Agreement Designating the Boundaries of Exclusive Service Areas For Each Within The Canyon Springs Of Branson Residential Development Near Branson, Missouri
	)))))))))
	Case No. EO-2004-0246


STAFF RESPONSE TO ORDER DIRECTING FILING

OF PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

Comes now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) in response to the December 11, 2003 Order Directing Notice of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) wherein the Commission directed that the parties file a proposed procedural schedule no later than January 14, 2004.  In response to the Commission’s Order Directing Notice, regarding the filing of a proposed procedural schedule, the Staff states as follows:

1.
On this date, January 14, 2004, Empire District Electric Company (Empire) and White River Valley Electric Cooperative (White River) filed a Motion For Substitution Concerning Fourth Territorial Agreement.  In said motion, Empire and White River relate that on January 7, 2004, a prehearing conference was held pursuant to the Commission’s Order Directing Notice and certain discussions occurred among Empire, White River and the Staff.  

2.
In the course of the discussions that occurred on January 7, 2004, Empire and White River indicated that they believed that they could address concerns raised by the Staff regarding certain language in the proposed Fourth Territorial Agreement that Empire and White River had filed on December 5, 2003.  The Staff advised that if Empire and White River were able to address the Staff’s concerns, the Staff would have no objection to Empire and White River doing so by amending a page to the proposed Fourth Territorial Agreement, and the Staff then could join in a Stipulation And Agreement respecting the Joint Application of Empire and White River.

3.
Empire, White River and the Staff are working toward filing a Stipulation And Agreement with the Commission in the next two weeks, if not sooner.

4.
Of the dates most immediately available given the Commission’s present hearings schedule, Empire, White River and the Staff have identified February 17, 2004, as the date that they would be available for purposes of complying with Section 394.312.4 RSMo. 2000, by means of an on-the-record presentation of the Stipulation And Agreement, should the Commissioners or the Regulatory Law Judge have any questions regarding any matter relating to the Joint Application and the Stipulation And Agreement.  

Wherefore the Staff requests that the Commission accept this filing as the Staff’s response to the Commission’s directive that the parties file a proposed procedural schedule by January 14, 2004, and, pending the filing of a Stipulation And Agreement, reserve as the hearing date for this case, February 17, 2004. 
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