BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of The Empire District Electric Company’s
)

Application for Certificate of Public Convenience and
)
Case No. EO-2005-0263
Necessity and Approval of an Experimental 
)

Regulatory Plan Related to Generation Plant
)


ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION TO INTERVENE

Syllabus:  This order grants the Application to Intervene by Praxair, Inc., and Explorer Pipeline Company.

On February 4, 2005, Empire District Electric Company applied to the Commission for authority to participate in a steam electric generating plant, Iatan Unit 2.  Empire also asked for authority to use an experimental regulatory plan to fund its participation in that plant.  On February 18, Praxair, Inc., and Explorer Pipeline Company asked to intervene.  

Praxair and Explorer allege that they are large industrial electric customers of Empire.  According to the application, Praxair is a major interruptible customer of Empire, and would be directly affected by any price increase that Empire’s proposed experimental regulatory plan may cause.  Also, Explorer is a FERC-regulated company, and cannot pass cost increases onto customers without further approval.  Thus, Praxair and Explorer contend that they have interests that no other party can adequately represent, and that their interests are different from those of the general public. 

Under 4 CSR 240-2.080(15), interested parties had ten days from the filing date to object.  No parties objected. 

The Commission has reviewed the application to intervene and finds that it substantially complies with Commission rules regarding intervention.  The Commission further finds that Praxair and Explorer have interests in this matter different from those of the general public, and that granting intervention would serve the public interest.  The Commission concludes that it should grant the request.   

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Application to Intervene by Praxair, Inc., and Explorer Pipeline Company is granted. 

2. That this order shall become effective on March 3, 2005.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Ronald D. Pridgin, Regulatory Law

Judge, by delegation of authority

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 3rd day of March, 2005.
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