BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Aquila, Inc., 
)

to Implement a General Rate Increase for Retail
)
Case No. ER-2005-0436
Electric Service Provided to Customers in its 
)

MPS and L&P Missouri Service Areas.

)

MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION OF 

ORDER REGARDING CONSOLIDATION AND PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

AND MOTION FOR ADDITIONAL LOCAL PUBLIC HEARINGS


COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel and for its Motion for Reconsideration of Order Regarding Consolidation and Procedural Schedule and Motion for Additional Local Public Hearings states as follows:


1.
On July 21, 2005 the Commission issued an order in which it scheduled a settlement conference for October 31-November 4.


2.
On August 23, the Commission issued an order in which it ordered Aquila, Inc. “to make all necessary arrangements” for local public hearings for the week of November 17-23. Aquila was ordered to file a report in this case when the arrangements are finalized.


3.
Pursuant to the Commission’s order, Aquila has no obligation to consult with the other parties concerning the location of the local public hearings or the time of day of the local public hearings. As the Commission is aware, these details are crucial to affording ratepayers a meaningful opportunity to present their views.  The Commission should reconsider its order that delegates such important details to the utility – the one party that has a strong incentive to try to hinder ratepayers seeking to present critical testimony.
 If the Commission needs a party to take on that responsibility, Public Counsel is more than willing to do so.


4.
The Commission should also schedule additional local public hearings. Aquila ratepayers should have the opportunity to comment on Aquila’s proposed rate increase as soon as possible, and certainly before the parties – including Public Counsel – are due to file their direct testimony on October 14, 2005. Early local public hearings, held before testimony is filed and a settlement conference convened, will avoid repeating the debacle the Commission created in the Laclede Gas Company rate case
 by ordering the parties to participate in settlement negotiations before it scheduled local public hearings. Public Counsel suggests that two local public hearings be scheduled for the week of September 26-29, one in St. Joseph and one in Raytown, both in the evening.


WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Commission reconsider its order delegating the arranging of local public hearings to Aquila, and that the Commission order additional local public hearings.

Respectfully submitted,
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/s/ Lewis R. Mills, Jr.
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� Public Counsel is not suggesting that Aquila would deliberately do anything underhanded. Nonetheless, Aquila has no incentive to ensure that arrangements are convenient for public witnesses. At the very least, the Commission’s delegation of its role in arranging local public hearings to the utility creates the appearance of a conflict of interest.
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