BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the tariff filing of The

)

Empire District Electric Company
 

) 


to implement a general rate increase for

)
Case No. ER-2004-0570

retail electric service provided to customers
)


in its Missouri service area.


)

REQUEST FOR LOCAL PUBLIC HEARINGS

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and for its Request for Local Public Hearings states as follows:

1.
This pleading asks the Commission to expeditiously schedule the two local public hearings that the parties negotiated and that the Commission promised would be ordered.  Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Commission schedule the local public hearings in this case during the timeframe requested by the parties, or in the alternative, on another date and time that is convenient for the parties.

2.
Early in this case, the parties met and proposed a procedural schedule, suggesting that one local public hearing be held in the Joplin area and one in the Branson area during the timeframe October 12 – 14, 2004.  The parties left the specific time and location of these local public hearings to the discretion of the Commission to take into account the availability of facilities and other hearings on the Commission’s schedule.  However, these dates were carefully chosen with the convenience of the parties and the convenience of the general public in mind.  This request was filed with the Commission on June 10, 2004.  

3.
On June 17, 2004, the Commission issued its “Order Concerning Test Year and True-Up, and Adopting Procedural Schedule,” in which it stated:

The parties suggest that two local public hearings be held, one in Branson and one in Joplin, during the period October 12-14, 2004.  The Commission will set these hearings, and provide specific details as to date, time and venue, in a later order.  Ibid, p. 7.

4.
It is Public Counsel’s understanding that Empire District Electric Company (Company) requires sufficient advance notice of the scheduling details in order to provide notice about the details of a local public hearing in its regular utility bills.  

If the Commission decides to reschedule these two local public hearings other concerns arise.  Public Counsel and other parties with limited resources may have difficulty attending a local public hearing which is scheduled during other hearings or events or is scheduled during the preparation of prepared testimonial filings or the preparation of the evidentiary hearing in this matter.  Public Counsel also believes that the sooner local public hearings can be held, the sooner other parties will be able to respond to any concerns raised at a local public hearing.

WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Commission expeditiously schedule the two local public hearings within the requested timeframe.  If the Commission does not believe that it can schedule the two local public hearings within that timeframe, Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Commission work to find times and dates that all of the parties believe to be appropriate.
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