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Motion To Reschedule Prehearing Conference                                                                                        And to Extend Deadline For Filing Proposed Procedural Schedule


COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”), and, with the non-objection of all parties to this proceeding, requests that the Commission reschedule the prehearing conference for September 23, 2003, and extend the deadline for filing the proposed procedural schedule to September 30, 2003.  In support thereof, the Staff respectfully states as follows:


1.
On June 20, 2003, Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks-MPS and Aqulia Networks-L&P (collectively, “Aquila” or “Company”) filed an Application for a Commission order authorizing the Company to transfer operational control of certain designated transmission facilities to the Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator (“MISO”).


2.
On August 21, 2003, the Commission issued an order granting the applications to intervene of the following entities: MISO, Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE (“AmerenUE”), The Empire District Electric Company, the City of Kansas City, and Kansas City Power & Light Company.  The Commission’s order also scheduled a prehearing conference for September 9, 2003 and directed the parties to file a proposed procedural schedule by September 16, 2003.


3.
Aquila and all but one of the remaining parties to the instant proceeding are also parties to a case that is similar in some respects, involving a request by AmerenUE to participate in the MISO through a contractual arrangement with a limited liability company called GridAmerica (Case No. EO-2003-0271).  In that case, the parties have been working intensively to craft a unanimous stipulation and agreement, as well as a supporting agreement, in settlement of all issues therein.  

4.
Unfortunately, the currently scheduled prehearing conference in the instant proceeding conflicts with an important meeting of the parties in Case No. EO-2003-0271.  Because of the complexity and difficulty of the subject matter and hence the negotiations in Case No. EO-2003-0271, the process has reached a point where completion of those negotiations has become a matter of increasing urgency.  Accordingly, should their September 9 meeting have to be postponed, the parties to Case No. EO-2003-0271 have serious concerns about the consequent passing of at least another week before the meeting can be held.

5.
In order to facilitate the timely completion of the negotiation process in Case No. EO-2003-0271, the Staff hereby requests that the Commission delay, until September 23 and September 30, 2003, respectively, the prehearing conference and the filing deadline for the proposed procedural schedule in the instant proceeding.

6.
The Staff asserts that no parties to the instant case will be harmed by the delays here requested.  On the contrary, there is reason to believe that Aquila and the other parties to the instant case will benefit from the additional knowledge gained from the anticipated advance of Case No. EO-2003-0271.  Indeed, the processing of the instant case might even be accelerated as a result of such experience. 

7.
The Staff has consulted with all parties to the instant case, and no party objects to the delays requested herein.     

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission issue an Order rescheduling, for September 23, 2003 and September 30, 2003, respectively, the prehearing conference and the deadline for filing the proposed procedural schedule.  
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