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Staff's Status Report

COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) and for its Status Report, respectfully states as follows:


1.
On August 4, 2004, Aquila, Inc. (“Aquila” or “Company”) filed with the Commission an application for an Accounting Authority Order that will permit deferred accounting treatment for certain fuel costs incurred by Aquila in providing electric service to its Missouri customers during the period of the Company’s Interim Energy Charge, which expires on April 21, 2006.   


2.
On August 10, 2004, the Commission issued an Order directing the Staff to file, no later than September 9, 2004, “a status report informing the Commission a date certain on which Staff will file a memorandum in this matter.”


3.
On September 3, 2004, Aquila filed a Motion To Establish Procedural Schedule, along with the Direct Testimony of Aquila witness Dennis R. Williams.  The Office of the Public Counsel, on September 8, 2004, filed a Motion To Dismiss, Or In The Alternative, Motion To Consolidate.

4.
On September 9, 2004, the Commission issued an Order setting a prehearing conference for September 20, 2004.  In its Order, the Commission indicated its expectation that pleadings in response to Aquila’s September 3 motion would be filed by September 13, 2004 and stated that Aquila’s proposed procedural schedule would be discussed at the prehearing conference.

5.
The Staff hereby informs the Commission that it will file its response to the Company’s September 3, 2004 motion by September 13, 2004, and that it will file its recommendation in this proceeding no later than September 24, 2004.   

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully submits its Status Report.   
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