
The Honorable Colleen M. Dale
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
Missouri Public Service Commission
P.O . Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0360

Re:

	

Case No. ER-2005-0436
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January 10, 2006

Please find enclosed for filing in the referenced matter the original and five copies of the
Preheating Brief of the City of Kansas City, Missouri .

Would you please bring this filing to the attention of the appropriate Commission
personnel.

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this filing . Thank you .
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In the Matter of Aquila, Inc . d/b/a Aquila
Networks - MPS and Aquila Networks - L&P
for Authority to File Tariffs Increasing
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to Customers in the Aquila Networks - MPS
and Aquila Networks - L&P Areas
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PREHEARING BRIEF OF THE CITY OF KANSAS CITY

Over the span of five years or more, the City of Kansas City (the City) has been a party to

cases before this Commission involving the rates to be charged and the practices followed by

electric and gas companies operating in and around the metropolitan area.' One of the purposes

for the City's appearance in those cases, as in this one, was and is to advance and preserve the

low income weatherization program that the City administers in a unique civic partnership with

public utilities, and departments and agencies of the state and federal governments . As the

history of the footnoted cases will attest, the low income weatherization program administered

by the City through its Neighborhood and Community Services Department2 has grown more

popular with citizens, ratepayers and utilities . The program is effective and efficient ; it

accomplishes its objectives with accountability; it can stand on a record of success ; and, it is still

a powerful way to assist low income consumers in the management of their energy needs and

their means ofpayment.

'In the Matter ofTariffRevisions ofMissouri Gas Energy, a division ofSouthern Union Company, Designed to
Increase Ratesfor Natural Gas Service to Customers in the Missouri Service Area ofthe Company, Case No. GR-
2001-292; In the Matter ofAquila, Inc., d/bla Aquila Networks L&P and Aquila Networks MPS Application to
Implement a General Rate Increase in Electricity, Case No. ER-2004-0034 ; In the Matter ofAquila, Inc., d/bla
Aquila Networks -MPS and Aquila Networks -L&P, Natural Gas General Rate Increase Case No. GR-2004-0072 .

2 Formerly the Department ofHousing and Community Development .



The City has sponsored Robert T. Jackson as its only witness . He has filed surrebuttal

testimony . Mr. Jackson is the Weatherization Program Administrator within the City's

Neighborhoods and Community Services Department .

As Mr. Jackson reports in his surrebuttal testimony, on March 16, 2004, the parties to

Aquila's previous rate case, Case Number ER-2004-0034 filed a Unanimous Stipulation and

Agreement addressing issues related to the case . The stipulation was approved by the

Commission effective April 22, 2004 . In that stipulation Aquila agreed to fund through

shareholder funds, on an annual basis and until the next general rate proceeding involving its

Missouri electric rates, $93,500 that may be used for a low-income weatherization program that

is consistent with federal weatherization assistance program guidelines . This was a

groundbreaking moment for Aquila .

Aquila implemented the program and Mr. Jackson could account for only two problems it

has encountered ; one, that Aquila should be more active in the application process for the

program, and the other, its low funding . Otherwise, Aquila's low income weatherization

assistance program is effective, and in Mr. Jackson's words, "[clontinuation of this program is

most important." [emphasis added] . 3 He joins other parties in his support of this program, but

emphasizes the need for an increase in weatherization funds .

Ms. Anita Randolph, Director of the Missouri Energy Center within the Missouri

Department of Natural Resources recommended in her direct testimony a continuation of

Aquila's program but at higher levels . She has proposed that Aquila commit $108,000 in annual

'If permitted this supplement to this testimony at hearing, Mr. Jackson would state that the City has exhausted all
funds that were available under its latest contract with Aquila (Contract ID 11070) and has asked Aquila for
additional funding to meet present demand.



funding for low income weatherization.

	

The administration of the program under federal

guidelines would not change . (Randolph Direct at page 16) Ms. Lena Mantle, Manager of the

Energy Department, Missouri Public Service Commission, testifies in support of Ms. Randolph's

recommendation further adding that the costs of the program should be divided between Aquila's

shareholders and ratepayers . (Mantle Rebuttal, page 2-3)

The City is in agreement with Ms . Randolph and Ms. Mantle .

In summary, the City requests that the Commission approve and direct that Aquila

continue the low income weatherization program at an annual funding level of $108,000 the

costs of which to be shared equally by the company's shareholders and ratepayers .

Respectfully submjtted,

4<
Mark W. Comley
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