BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Union Electric

)

Company d/b/a AmerenUE for an Order Authorizing
)



the Issue and Sale of up to $750,000,000 Aggregate
)
Case No. EF-2000-385
Principal Amount of Additional Long-Term Debt


)

ORDER EXTENDING DEADLINE FOR STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The Commission entered an order on February 17, 2000, allowing Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE until March 1, 2003, to issue securities.  On November 26, 2002, AmerenUE asked the Commission to extend the deadline for issuing securities.  AmerenUE asked for an extension until March 1, 2005.  

The Staff of the Commission filed a status report on February 7, 2003.  Staff asked the Commission to extend AmerenUE’s deadline to May 1, 2003, to allow Staff to further investigate AmerenUE’s request.   Staff stated it was currently reviewing AmerenUE’s use of the proceeds from the portion of the debt AmerenUE has already issued.  Staff stated it anticipated finishing discovery by March 1, 2003, and intended to file its final recommendation by March 21, 2003.  

On February 28, 2003, the Commission granted Staff’s request to extend AmerenUE’s deadline to May 1, 2003.  In that order, the Commission also ordered Staff to file its recommendation by March 21, 2003.

On March 21, 2003, AmerenUE requested that the Commission give Staff an additional week to complete its recommendation.  AmerenUE stated that Staff gave AmerenUE a proposed Staff Recommendation, and that AmerenUE cannot review it before March 21 because some key personnel are unavailable.  AmerenUE asks the Commission to give Staff until March 28, 2003, to file its Recommendation.  Staff and the Office of the Public Counsel do not object.

The Commission has reviewed AmerenUE’s motion.  The Commission finds the request reasonable, and will grant it.
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Motion for Extension of Deadline for Staff to File Recommendation filed by Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE is granted.

2. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file its Recommendation no later than March 28, 2003.

3. That this order shall become effective on March 24, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
(S E A L)
Ronald D. Pridgin, Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 24th day of March, 2003. 
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