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The foll ow ng proceedi ngs began at 9:00 a. m:

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Let's go on the record.
Good norning. Today is October 12, 2023, and the current
time is 9:00 aam W are in Room 310 of the Governor
Ofice Building. The Comm ssion has set aside this tine
today for a Prehearing Conference in the case captioned
as In the Matter of a Petition for an Interi mReceiver
and for an Order Directing the General Counsel to
Petition the Circuit Court for an Appointment of a
Recei ver for Msty Water Works, and that is File No.

WO 2024- 0036.

Now, this case was originally set -- This was
originally set for an evidentiary hearing on Septenber
14. Then that was continued to today. Yesterday |
continued that to the 25th of COctober and set today for a
prehearing conference. And to anyone who is here for the
hearing today, | apologize for the late notice. | had
sone concerns in initially | ooking at one of Msty Water
Wor ks' pl eadings and after having sone tine to think
about it | felt that the due process considerations
out wei ghed many of the other concerns in this case.

Now, we're here on WO 2024-0036. | did not
call a prehearing conference in WC 2023-0353 or
WA- 2023-0418, but | believe it's going to be fairly

I npossible to tal k about this receivership hearing today
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wi t hout at |east touching on those cases.

Now, on Cctober 4, M. Blevins submtted into
EFI S what appears to be a handwitten, and it's unclear
to me whether this is a letter or a notion or just is
sone sort of informative pleading, but it was filed in
the WC, the conplaint case, in response to ny O der
directing a response.

And in that case, M. Blevins had originally
had until May 15 to reply to file an answer to the
Comm ssion Staff's conpl aint under the Conm ssion's rule
whi ch requires the filing of an answer w thin 30 days.
Now, due to another ongoing case, M sty Water Works'
Request for a Certificate of Conveni ence and Necessity in
WA- 2023- 0418, he had requested a continuance to file an
answer and that continuance was granted until Septenber
7. No answer was filed on that date, and the Conm ssion
Staff noved to have the facts deened in the conplaint --
or the facts pled in the conplaint deenmed as true and for
a Default Order against Msty Water Wrks.

Supposedly this handwitten filing received on
October 4 is in response to nmy Order directing himto
respond, because | wanted to get his input in regards to
the default and the deem ng of the conplaint allegations
as true.

Now, his pleading indicates, and I"'mgoing to
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clarify up front here, M. Blevins, and you' re here on

behal f of Msty Water Wirks, right?

MR, BLEVINS: | am
JUDGE CLARK: 1'mgoing to go ahead at this
time. Actually I haven't done this yet. |'mJohn C ark.

|*'mthe Regul atory Law Judge overseeing this hearing
today. And | didn't take appearances. Let ne go ahead
and take those starting with Msty Water WrKks.
M. Blevins, you're here on behalf of Msty Water WrKks;
Is that correct?

MR BLEVINS: Well, they call it Msty Wter
Wrks. |'mhere on behalf of nmy own self, Travis
Blevins. Msty Water Works is just a d/b/a type of
descriptionis all it was.

JUDGE CLARK: Are you the owner of Msty Water
Wor ks?

MR. BLEVINS: | amthe owner. Again, Msty
Water Works is just a doing business as.

JUDGE CLARK: A fictitious nane, yes.

MR BLEVINS: But | am yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: On behalf of the Conm ssion
Staff.

M5. KERR: Carolyn Kerr and Casi Aslin.

JUDGE CLARK: Anyone here on behalf of the

Public Counsel? Any attorneys |'ve m ssed?
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kay. |'mgoing to go on with what | was

pl eadi ng, correct?

MR. BLEVINS: That's correct.

Msty Water Works. | have a Texas Road address in

Robert beginning with a 15, | have a P.O box in

address beginning with a 24, | have a separate P.O
882 in St. Robert, Mssouri, and those appear to be
four that | immedi ately have.

Now, you indicated that you have not been
recei ving pleadings or orders fromthe Commi ssion;
t hat correct?

MR. BLEVINS: That is correct.

been going to the P.O box in Mrshfield?
MR BLEVINS: | think that was one of the

of Natural Resources.

M5. KERR: Judge, which case are we talki

Page 6

saying before. M. Blevins, you filed this handwitten

JUDGE CLARK: | have at | east four different
addresses for sone of the various entities that | woul d

be -- that | believe would be unbrell aed under you and

St .

Marshfield, Mssouri, | have another St. Robert, M ssour

Box

t he

'S

JUDGE CLARK: And that's because those have

problens, yes. That P.O box in Marshfield is actually
Lori Jean's (phonetic spelling) address who is our well

operator, our certified well operator with the Depart nent

ng
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about, because it depends on the case as to which these

addresses are being sent to and each of the cases are
being -- the service is being sent to his hone address.

JUDGE CLARK:  Uh- huh.

M5. KERR: So the fact that sonething m ght be
bei ng sent Marshfield, that's one of the cases, and
that's one of several addresses but his hone address is
al so bei ng served.

JUDGE CLARK: In each of these files?

MS5. KERR: In each of the files.

JUDGE CLARK: |s your hone address the Texas
Road address in St. Robert?

MR BLEVINS: No, it is not. That's not --

JUDGE CLARK: Hold on, M. Blevins.

MR. BLEVINS:. Ckay.

JUDGE CLARK: That is the only service address
currently listed under WO 2023- 0418.

MS. KERR That's his business address. The
Texas --

JUDGE CLARK: |'mjust saying that's the only
service address listed for that case. | am unaware of

hi m bei ng served docunents at any ot her address than

t hat .
MS5. KERR: | think that's his business address.
That busi ness address, | nean, | guess |let ne correct
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nysel f. The business address, the one in Texas Road in

St. Robert, that one has been -- he's been served at that
address as well, and that's his business address.

JUDGE CLARK: M. Blevins, is that the business
addr ess?

MR. BLEVINS: That address on Texas Road is ny
office address. That would be ny office.

JUDGE CLARK:  You should be getting all of the
pl eadings for this case. Not that one. Wy do | not
have four up here? Let nme pull up one nore case. kay.
| have that address being served for the CCN. | have
t hat address being served | believe in the WO case. Bear

wth nme just a mnute.

Ckay. | have that address being served as |
I ndi cated before in the receivership case. | have that
address being served in the CCN. | do not have that

address being served in the conplaint case.

M5. KERR:  Correct.

JUDCGE CLARK: If that's your business address,
why are you not getting pleadings there?

MR. BLEVINS: Could you repeat the question,
pl ease?

JUDGE CLARK: Are you getting nmail at your
busi ness address?

MR. BLEVINS: Very seldomdo | get mail at ny
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busi ness address which is the 15405 Texas Road. rage?
JUDGE CLARK: Wy is that?
MR. BLEVINS. Well, because | have a post
office box that | always request people to mail to ne
which is Post Ofice Box 882 in St. Robert, Mssouri.
JUDGE CLARK: In St. Robert?
MR. BLEVINS: Yes. M residence address

JUDGE CLARK: | don't need to know your
personal residence address, and | don't want it on the
record right now

MR BLEVINS: kay. Sorry.

M5. KERR: Judge, the certified mail, the green
cards, they were signed as received and they're filed in
EFI S.

JUDGE CLARK: So you're saying you believe we
can tal k about those?

M5. KERR: Well, the ones that were sent to
Texas Road in the WO case, this receivership case, that
was filed in EFI S as being sent and received.

JUDGE CLARK: | see it's a certified address --

M5. KERR: Right.

JUDGE CLARK: -- that | can see in there.

M5. KERR  So it shows that he was served and

that he received it as well as in the conplaint case --
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The conplaint case he was al so served at his home address

and we have the green cards that were signed as received

and filed in EFIS. And in the CCN case.

JUDGE CLARK: |1'mnot saying Staff is wong
here. |'mnot saying that.

M5. KERR: | understand that.

JUDGE CLARK: | can see that these are

certified addresses and the response has been filed in
EFIS. He's alleging he's not receiving mail. | want to
sort that out.

M5. KERR: | understand that.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Wiy are you not -- Are you
just not picking up your mail for your business address?

MR. BLEVINS: 1It's a box out in front and we

very seldomever pick it up there. It's just really not
used. | don't use that address for any of ny
correspondence. | do not recall receiving anything of

this nature at that particular address, and | do not also
recall receiving anything at ny residence address. |f
there's a signature on sonething that she calls a green
card, 1'd like to know who actually signed that. It was
not nyself.

M5. KERR® It was your wife and on one of the
ot her ones it was you.

MR. BLEVINS: | don't know which one you're
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referring to, to tell you the truth.
M5. KERR: The conpl ai nt case.
JUDCGE CLARK: Do you receive mail -- Do you

regul arly check your mail at your Texas Road address?

MR. BLEVINS: No, | do not regularly check it.

JUDGE CLARK: Is there any place you regularly
check your mail ?

MR. BLEVINS: | check ny mail alnost daily at
ny Post O fice Box 882 and obviously at ny residence.

JUDGE CLARK: | just asked you about your
resi dence and you just said you don't check your nail
t here.

MR. BLEVINS. | do not check the mail at ny
of fice address, not residence.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you check your nmail daily at
your residence?

MR. BLEVINS: Daily, yes, at ny residence.
That's not Texas Road though, sir. Texas Road is not ny
resi dence.

JUDGE CLARK: Al right. |Is your address the
Ti gger Lane address?

MR. BLEVINS: Tigger, yes, sir.

JUDCGE CLARK: Tigger Lane address. Thank you.
And that begins with a 247

MR, BLEVINS: 1'msorry? Yes, 24410.
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JUDGE CLARK: In St. Robert, Mssouri. Ckay.

|'mgoing to put down -- |'mgoing to have that added as
an address so that it is consistent across all the
filings and nmake a note that any future pleadings or
orders are to be sent there,

Now, you indicated that sonmeone at the public
water district forwarded you three pieces of mail; is
that correct?

MR BLEVINS:. Forwarded? That was not fromthe
-- That was forwarded to nme from Lori Jean, the address
in Marshfield.

JUDGE CLARK: That's what |I'mtal king about.

MR, BLEVINS: VYes.

JUDCGE CLARK: \What were those three letters?

MR BLEVINS: They were the sane. One for each
one of the public water systens that was activated by the
Department of Natural Resources and that pertained to
this -- | believe it was the docunments that --

JUDGE CLARK: Did you bring those letters with
you today?

MR BLEVINS: | do have them sonmewhere here.
|'d have to | ook through them |'ve been inundated wth
docunments and letters and et cetera.

JUDGE CLARK: May | see the three letters that

you received on the 26th forwarded to you?
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MR BLEVINS: 1'd have to find them here, sir.

JUDGE CLARK:  I'll wait.

MR BLEVINS: It was the letter that was dated
Septenber the 14th. |I'mstill |ooking for that
particular letter. And that was the letter directing
response dated Septenber 14.

JUDGE CLARK: And that was the -- That was to
whi ch you filed the handwitten response?

MR BLEVINS: Yes, sir. | believe so, sir.
Yes, sir. Ckay.

JUDGE CLARK: M. Blevins, are any of your
busi nesses incorporated in any way?

MR BLEVINS: No, they're not. It's all d/b/a.
They're just doing business -- | do business under ny own
nane.

JUDCGE CLARK: So you haven't filed anything
wth the Secretary of State's --

MR. BLEVINS: No.

JUDGE CLARK: -- in regard to a partnership, an
LLC or an incorporation?

MR BLEVINS: No, sir, | have not. | have
reasoning for that.

JUDGE CLARK: You don't have to explain it to
me. | just wanted to know. It affects whether under the

Commi ssion's rules you're required to have an attorney or
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not. So that's why |I'm asking that.

M5. ASLIN: | just have a question. | believe,
Ms. Kerr can correct ne if I'mwong, but | think that
M. Blevins has an emai|l address listed for service in at
| east a couple of the cases. M. Blevins, do you check
your email regularly?

MR BLEVINS: | do not check ny email
regularly. | made that known.

M5. ASLIN.  Ckay.

MR BLEVINS: Wwen I'mdirected to check it, |
usual Iy go check it.

JUDGE CLARK: Is that your gmail address?

MR BLEVINS: No, it is not. That email
address for ne is LeonTravi s@ahoo.com

JUDGE CLARK: | have that |isted as the address
-- as the email address in the WC but not in the WA

M5. KERR It is listed in the WO case.

JUDGE CLARK: That's correct.

M5. KERR | think in one of the responses --

JUDGE CLARK: Pl ease speak into the m crophone.

M5. KERR |I'msorry. 1In one of the responses
that M. Blevins sent to ne, he did reference that he
received an email fromnme. So | know it does work.
Ot her than that.

JUDGE CLARK: M. Blevins, between now and the
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concl usion of these cases, | want you to check your email
daily.

MR. BLEVINS: Ckay. Yes, sir. | also have
this letter that you asked, a copy of it. |In fact, al

three of themare here.

JUDGE CLARK: Now, that | asked for a copy of?
On, okay, yes, | did, the ones that | just asked for.
No, | just wanted to know what it was. |t appears to be
ny Order directing you to respond. | just wanted to know
whi ch pl eadi ngs or orders you received, and so that
clarifies that for ne. | don't need to see it at this
poi nt .

MR, BLEVINS: Ckay.

JUDGE CLARK: In your handwitten pleading you
al so referenced an attachnent to reorganize to a
nonprofit honmeowners association. Again, this was filed
In the conplaint case and not the other two. This would
be applicable to your Certificate of Conveni ence and
Necessity case. That attachnent was not included. So
that is not sonething that has shown up. So I don't know
whet her you failed to include it when sending it in or

whet her it got dropped sonewhere before it was entered

into EFIS. | think it's nore likely that you didn't
attach it.
M5. KERR: | haven't seen anything |ike that
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ei t her.

JUDGE CLARK: How did you hear about today's
heari ng?

MR BLEVINS: By tel ephone call, and that was
after | had indicated to the Departnent of Natural
Resources that | had still not been notified of any
rescheduling fromthe 14th. | was here on the 14th. |
had not received any indication that it had been
reschedul ed, and as of this date |I still have not
received anything in the mail that says that today was
anot her reschedul e.

JUDGE CLARK: That's part of the reason that
we're doing this in person is because | couldn't be sure
t hat you woul d be here any other way.

MR BLEVINS: | understand that, sir.

M5. KERR: Judge, after | received the witten
filing, | called, also called M. Blevins just to nake
sure that he knew that this hearing was going on. It was
soon after he had apparently tal ked to sonebody from DNR
and | told himabout the hearing and | went over the
addresses that the notices had gone to and he
acknow edged to ne that those were his correct addresses
and that, you know, apparently because he had talked to
DNR and to ne that, you know, he had gotten apparently

t hat had received, quote, notice and that he'd be at the
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hearing. At that tine he acknow edged.

JUDGE CLARK: Wen was that?

M5. KERR: It was the date that | got the
letter.

JUDGE CLARK: The 4th?

M5. KERR:  Sonewhere around Cctober 6, 6 or 7.

JUDGE CLARK: Is that the letter, the one that
was filed in EFIS?

M5. KERR  Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: | believe that was filed on the
4t h.

M5. KERR® Ckay. So it was on the 4th, 4th or
5th when | talked to him Then | went over the addresses
and he acknow edged that those were the addresses --

t hose were his correct addresses.

JUDGE CLARK: | don't know whether he's getting
his mail or not. | know he's telling nme that he's not.
| know that | continued that hearing fromthe 14th to
today on Septenber 5 which was quite a while ago. So I'm
not sure what's going on. | hate to hold up a case |like
this for due process considerations, but I do not want a
case overturned because of failure to provide correct due
process. So M. Blevins, you're going to check your
emai | everyday and |'m going to have every pl eading and

Order fromthe Conm ssion sent to the Tigger Lane
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address. Ckay?

MR BLEVINS: Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: And as of right now, and you may
want to wite this down, this hearing is rescheduled to
October 25th, and at this point | can't see a reason that
this hearing woul d need to be reschedul ed.

MR BLEVINS: |Is it scheduled for a certain
time, sir?

JUDGE CLARK: 9:00 a.m That will be in this
same room And | don't know if anybody has expl ai ned
this to you. Because this is an evidentiary hearing, and
it looks |ike you brought sonme evidence today, if you
have additional w tnesses, you want to bring those too.

| have a brief question for staff. |In your
original pleading for this, it was indicated at that tine
Staff did not or had not as of yet located an interim
receiver. |s that still the case?

M5. KERR It is. Staff has tried to find
soneone to be the receiver and we just haven't had any
luck. We've asked several people.

JUDGE CLARK: | understand. | wasn't trying to
probe intoit. | just wanted to get an answer to the
question because obviously that's going to cone up pretty
qui ck.

M5. KERR® Right. Qur witnesses are available
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on the 25t h.

JUDGE CLARK: That's great. Again, | apologize
for the inconvenience of the last mnute reschedule. |
was in a hearing on Tuesday, which was the day after a
state holiday, and I was in a hearing all day on Friday.
And while | had | ooked at this as early as | ast Wdnesday
eveni ng or Thursday norning, | had not determ ned at that
point what to do withit. M. Blevins --

MR BLEVINS: Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: -- did you receive -- And this is
In the conplaint case, the WC-2023-0353. Did you receive
Staff's motion -- let ne close out of this. D d you
receive Staff's Mdotion to Deem Facts Pl eaded in the

Conpl aint as Admtted and for an Order Ganting Default?

MR. BLEVINS: | do not understand your
question, sir. | renmenber readi ng sonething of that
nature. | interpreted it as sonmething that | did not do.

| didn't admt to anything.

JUDGE CLARK: Nobody said you admitted to
anything, but let nme explain sonmething to you. Under the
Comm ssion's rul es regardi ng conpl aints, you have -- The
Conmi ssion Staff filed a conplaint and that conpl ai nt
contained allegations. You had 30 days to answer those
al | egations. You had requested a continuance. You

requested a continuance on June 12, which is well after
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the time -- which was after the time | believe an answer

was due at that point and at that point the regulatory
| aw j udge assigned to this granted you until Septenber 7
to file that answer. And that was at your request. You
requested to have until Septenber 7. That's what's
listed in your handwitten notion or letter. So that was
granted. And then Septenber 7 cane and you did not file
an answer. WAs there a reason that you requested
Septenber 7 and failed to file an answer on that date?

MR. BLEVINS: | don't recogni ze the Septenber 7
date as sonething that | had requested even though you
indicate that | had a handwitten letter there. | do not
-- | did not interpret the conplaints and what they were.
| have not yet -- \Were it's been shown that where there
have been conplaints comng in to the Staff, | have not
seen any of those conplaints.

JUDGE CLARK: | amtal king about the petition
that Staff filed. Staff filed a formal conplaint and
t hat conpl aint contai ned all egations.

MR BLEVINS:. Yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: You were to answer those
al l egations. Your pleading says as of the above date,
which is June 7 although it was filed June 12, | assune
because it was mailed in, | respectfully request an

extension of tinme to file additional answers to
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complaints referred to in your letter dated April 14,

2023. | am hereby requesting a 90-day extension of tine
to Septenber 7, 2023 to file any other or additional
answer or explanation of specific conplaints. Do you
bel i eve you're responding to custoner conplaints or -- Do
you believe that requiring an answer requires you to
respond to custoner conplaints or to the Staff of the
Conmi ssion's conpl ai nt?

MR. BLEVINS: |It's confusing to start with at
best for ne. Wen they say conplaints, | understood that
t hey wanted an answer to custoner conplaints. Were they
had witten their petition the way | read it, | didn't
know how to answer that. And | could not answer some of
the indication of what it apparently should be fromtheir
viewpoint. |'mnot real positive how to answer your
question, but it was confusing to me and it still is
because |'ve never received any conplaints from any
custoners either fromthe Staff or fromthe custoners
t hensel ves.

JUDGE CLARK: | amreferring to Staff's
conpl ai nt ..

MR. BLEVINS: Staff conplaint.

JUDCGE CLARK: Staff conmplaint was filed on
April 10 of 2023, and you should have received a docunent

entitled Staff conplaint, and in that docunent in ordered
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par agraphs along with attachments Staff l[ays out its

conpl ai nt agai nst the water providers that you oversee.
Did you receive that initial conplaint?

MR BLEVINS: | believe | did, yes, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. That is what you were
supposed to answer.

MR BLEVINS: | thought that | had al ready
answered that. |'mnot sure exactly how | did answer it
but that is what isinnmy mndis to be able to tell you
truthfully and honestly how | |ooked at that and what |
under st ood about it.

JUDGE CLARK: That's where this is somewhat
difficult. Your various businesses will do business
under fictitious nanmes in Mssouri but none of themare
In any way incorporated. |f you were a corporation,
limted liability or otherw se, appearing before the
Comm ssion, you would be required to have an attorney.
Because you're not, you're not required to have an
attorney, but I"'mrunning into a real problemwth your
gap in know edge which seens to be butting heads with the
Comm ssion's rules and standard statutory procedures.

MR BLEVINS: ['mnot -- I'mdefinitely not
trying to butt heads.

JUDGE CLARK: No one said that you were trying.

|'mjust saying it may be a | ack of know edge or
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under st andi ng on your part. | can't give you | egal

advice. | can't force you to get an attorney. |'m going
to say it mght be helpful to you.

MR BLEVINS: Sir, in response to that comments
there, | have contacted different attorneys and honestly
and truthfully I cannot afford that attorney. The
cheapest one basically, not to nean that they're cheap, |
mean | ess cost attorney quoted me with $20, 000.

JUDGE CLARK: I'mnot forcing you to get an
attorney. |I'mnot telling you you have to get an
attorney. You are free to represent yourself in this
proceeding. Wat |I'msaying is that you clearly have a
| ack of know edge, but that's not sonmething that | can
consider in regards to whether you're neeting the |egal
requi renments before the Conm ssion.

MR. BLEVINS: | do submt though, sir, that it
Is very difficult at best to understand what sone of
those conplaints are as by the Staff. | would try to
answer each and every conplaint. But | read a nenorandum
that conpletely I felt was erroneous basically.

JUDGE CLARK: \Wen you say nenorandum - -

MR. BLEVINS. Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: -- | have not seen a nenorandum
in this case. To what docunent are you referring?

MR BLEVINS: 1It's in one of those docunents it
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was sent to ne by the Staff or by the Comm ssion which

coul d probably find it here.

M5. KERR: | think he's tal king about in the
CCN case.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Al right. So you're
tal king about Staff's Report and Menorandumin your
request for Certificate of Conveni ence and Necessity?

MR BLEVINS: | assune that that's where it's
at. | did request for the application for the CCN, |
request that to be w thdrawn.

JUDGE CLARK: You requested that that be
w thdrawn within the conplaint case via an attachnent
that was, in fact, not attached. So that creates real
problems for nme. 1In the WD case, the case that was
schedul ed for hearing today, that is the Staff's Request
for Both an InterimReceivership and an Order Directing
Its General Counsel to go to the Crcuit Court and
Request the Appointnment of a Receiver for Msty Water
Wrks, that's today's case. Do you understand what a
receivership is?

MR. BLEVINS: Not entirely | do not. |'ve
asked that question. And | do not understand what a
receivership is entirely. Only what ['ve been told. [|'m
not sure I'magetting the right information there either.

JUDGE CLARK: If I'"mcorrect, and Staff wl
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correct me if I"'mwong, a receivership is basically

aski ng the Conm ssion to appoint soneone to take over and
run operations for Msty Water Wirks; is that correct?

M5. KERR: Yes, basically.

MR BLEVINS: There is no Msty Water Wrks.

JUDGE CLARK: For these water systens.
Basically what Staff has said is that you are running
t hese systens inadequately, and | don't want to hear
evidence in regard to otherwise at this point in tine
because this is not a hearing today or an evidentiary
heari ng.

MR BLEVINS: kay.

JUDCGE CLARK: Bear with ne. Do you want an
opportunity to answer Staff's conplaint prior to your
recei vership hearing? Bear in mnd these are different
cases.

MR BLEVINS: Well, sure, of course. | would
be nore than happy to talk with the Staff --

JUDGE CLARK: No, that's not what this is

about .

MR. BLEVINS. Ckay.

JUDGE CLARK: As | indicated before, Staff had
filed a conplaint in the WC-2023-0353 case. | just

confirmed with you that you believe you have a copy of

Staff's conplaint. Staff's conplaint contains
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all egations. |If you do not agree with those all egati ons,

you need to let the Conm ssion know why you don't agree
with those allegations. Wat you have done so far is you
have not tinmely filed an answer, which neans if the
Conmi ssion grants Staff's notion, that nmeans everything
that Staff alleged in that conplaint the Conm ssion can
treat as true whether or not you agree with it.

MR BLEVINS: | did receive docunents to that
ef fect show ng that conplaint.

JUDGE CLARK: | understand. | need you to
reply to those if you want an opportunity to reply.

MR. BLEVINS: Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: You're well over the tine.

MR BLEVINS:. Yes, | would want that continued
opportunity.

JUDGE CLARK: Can you reply to Staff's
conpl aint --

MR. BLEVINS: |'msorry?

JUDGE CLARK: -- by the 19th, which is next
Thursday. That's one week. Can you reply to that
conplaint within one week?

MR BLEVINS: | don't think so, sir. The
difficulties are the sane as they were before when | was
denied any further tinme to answer anything to the Staff.

| believe | was sinply denied.
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JUDGE CLARK: | don't think you were deni ed.
order you to respond, and your response did not in any
way address the conplaint. Al the response did was
explain that you're not getting mail and that you were
just released fromthe hospital.

MR BLEVINS: Well, that's true there too. |
did request an extension. Am/l on the right case?

JUDGE CLARK: You requested an extension to
Septenber 7. There's been no further request for an
extension to answer.

MR BLEVINS: kay. Then | was denied that
t hen.

JUDGE CLARK: No, it wasn't denied. You
requested a date that was granted and then you didn't
answer within that date. Nobody beyond that said you
couldn't file an answer. You just didn't. That's what

|'mtrying to ascertain now.

not file that answer. To ny understanding fromthat

Page 27

MR BLEVINS: It isn't the fact that | just did

vi ewpoi nt that | was denied to have any further extension
to file an answer to that. | was given in the beginning
of all this a 90-day extension.
JUDGE CLARK: That's correct. That was to
Sept enber 7.
MR BLEVINS: But that was not for what we're
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com




© 00 N oo 0o b~ w N P

N I N N I T S T S R e N e N T o
o A W N P O © O N O o M W N B O

Procedural Conference October 12, 2023

. Page 28
tal ki ng about .

JUDGE CLARK: No, that is a different case.
That is WC-2023-0353. That is Staff's conplaint.

MR BLEVINS: Right. M understanding was that
| did not receive -- | have a docunent that said it could
not be extended.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you have that docunent on you?

MR. BLEVINS: |['ve got it here sonewhere, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: | will wait. Let's go off the
record nmonentarily.

(Of the record.)

MR BLEVINS:. It's right here, sir.

JUDGE CLARK: Wbuld you bring it up here,
pl ease, and we'll go back on the record if | haven't said
so.

This is an email from Staff. Do you have a
problemw th me | ooking at this? | don't know that it's
appropri ate.

M5. KERR: May | approach?

JUDGE CLARK: Yes, you may approach.

M5. KERR: | don't have a problem [It's just a
letter that | sent to M. Blevins regarding DR requests
that | had sent out. It has nothing to do with --

JUDGE CLARK: |If you want to sit down and

explain that in the mcrophone. M. Blevins, you can sit
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down, too, and you can tell me what that is.

For the record, because we went off the record,
M. Blevins indicated that he had found the docunent he
was |ooking for. | asked himto bring it up. It
appeared to be an email from Staff counsel. 1 called
Staff up to ask if it was okay. They provided an answer
at the bench that | would like themto give into the
m cr ophone.

M5. KERR. The email M. Blevins brought up to
the Judge is an email that | sent M. Blevins in response
to sone data requests that | sent M. Blevins, and he had
asked for an extension of time to respond to those data
requests and | had discussed that an extension of tine
was not going to be avail abl e.

JUDGE CLARK: But that has nothing to do with
filing an answer in this case.

M5. KERR  Correct.

JUDGE CLARK: M. Blevins, I'mthe Regulatory
Law Judge in this case. |'m appointed by the Conm ssion
to oversee this on their behalf, although the Conm ssion
makes the ultimte decisions in these cases.

Correspondence that you receive fromStaff's
counsel are different from Orders or pleadings that you
may receive fromthe Commission. W are two different

things. The Comm ssion is overseeing these cases. Staff
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counsel is a party. They in this case are an opposing

party to you.

| have already, and |'ve indicated and asked
you to wite down, |'ve already indicated that | have
reset the receivership case, which is the WD 2024- 0036
case for which this prehearing conference was call ed
today. That evidentiary hearing which was schedul ed for
today | have scheduled for October 25 at 9:00 a. m
Because of the proximty of that receivership case, | am
unwilling to give you further, given that you have m ssed
the initial deadline to file an answer and then m ssed
your requested deadline to file an answer, | wll give
you anot her opportunity to file an answer. It may not
change how t he Comm ssion chooses to rule on Staff's
Motion to Deem Al l egations as Admitted. | wll grant you
until the 19th of Cctober. You indicated you didn't
think that was sufficient. However, that's all the tinme
|'mgiving you to file an answer to this because this has
been outstanding. That is in the conplaint case. Part
of the confusion | believe for you is we have three cases
runni ng.

MR BLEVINS: |'mnot sure what |'m answering
to at this point.

JUDGE CLARK: Do you have a copy of Staff's

conpl aint on you?
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MR. BLEVINS: | do here sonewhere.

an answer, which neans you need to file with the

di sagree with.

MR. BLEVINS: Staff conplaint?

of pages and attachnents.

April 14,
MR. BLEVINS: Well, that's two different

docunents that |I'm|ooking at then.
JUDGE CLARK: Those are two different
docunent s.

MS. KERR: Correct.

the 19th to file an answer.

Page 31

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. It will state at the top

Staff's conplaint. You need to file with the Comm ssi on

Conmi ssion, you need to read that conplaint through and

put down everything you agree with and everything you

MR BLEVINS: |Is that conplaint dated April 14?
JUDGE CLARK: [I'Ill have to | ook back to check.

JUDGE CLARK: That should be it. Has a nunber

M5. KERR It was filed April 10 and then the

Notice of Conplaint and Order Directing Answer was dated

JUDGE CLARK: The only one you need to file an
answer to is the Staff conplaint. [|'Il issue an Order
today in the WC case. Because we're not here on that

case right now, I'll issue a witten Order giving you to
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MR. BLEVINS: 1Is this the one that | need to

file an answer to?

JUDGE CLARK: |'mnot wearing ny glasses. |
can't see. M. Aslin, is that Staff's conpl aint?

M5. ASLIN: Yes, correct.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. Yes, that is the
docunment you need to file an answer to. |If | have a
question about when | read this, a conplaint, who can
call?

JUDGE CLARK: That's a difficult one. Normally
| would say call an attorney, but that doesn't seemto be
an option for you right now.

MR BLEVINS: No, it is not, sir. | do not
have $20, 000.

JUDGE CLARK: | understand, and |I'm not forcing
you to get an attorney. | amtrying to make this as
sinple as possible. | don't know who coul d answer your

questions. You mght call Staff for clarification of an
al |l egation. However, | think the sinplest | can say is
you need to wite everything in there you agree with and
everything you disagree with, and that would qualify as
an answer. And in the absence of doing that, | don't
know, the Conm ssion could deem Staff's conplaint as true
inits entirety without the need for an evidentiary

heari ng.
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MR BLEVINS: | will answer Staff conpl aint
docunents to the best of ny know edge.
JUDGE CLARK: (Ckay. | don't want to address

any of the other cases any further. From here on out |
want to focus on the receivership case which is the
subject -- that was to be the subject of today's
evidentiary hearing. You wote down that we're having a
hearing on that on the 25th at 9:00 a.m, correct?

MR. BLEVINS: At 9:00 a.m, yes, sir, | have
that information.

JUDGE CLARK: And you understand that Staff is
aski ng that soneone el se take over these water systens

and operate themon a daily basis?

MR. BLEVINS: | understand that, but what |
don't understand is why would that be -- | don't know why
they' ve asked for that. 1've got the conplete ability to

do so and | have for three or four years. These wells
have been in operation this way for over 20 years. | was
only carrying through what has been going on for 20
years.

JUDGE CLARK: Well, Staff filed, and this is
the WO case, Staff filed its petition for an interim
recei vership and for the Comm ssion to order its general
counsel to seek a nore pernanent receivership fromthe

circuit court. Do you have that petition?
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MR. BLEVINS: | renenber reading that. | do.

JUDCGE CLARK: That is what the hearing is
about. That is why -- Those are the reasons why staff
says that soneone el se needs to nanage these systens.

MR BLEVINS: That part | do not understand how
they're comng up with whatever they've investigated or
what, but that's conpletely not understood by ne. |If
they're actually basing that decision that they're
predicting forward based on other situations, | think
t hey' ve been either lied to or they're accepting
information that is not fully true, that's not the truth.

JUDGE CLARK: That's what the evidentiary
hearing on the 25th is about. That's what you need to
prepare. It is that petition that you need to show up to
refute. You need to bring any evidence you have that the
allegations in Staff's receivership petition are
incorrect. |If you have wtnesses that you want to call,
you need to have those witnesses here for that hearing.
Staff wll have evidence and wi tnesses which they believe
IS supportive of that petition.

MR. BLEVINS:. Ckay, | understand.

JUDGE CLARK: |I'mnot trying to be nean,

M. Blevins. That's absolutely not what I'mtrying to

do. | want you to understand the severity of this
situation.
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MR. BLEVINS: | do understand the severity of
it. | do. Does this petition that |'m supposed to give

the Staff conplaint docunent?

JUDGE CLARK: Staff conmplaint is a different
case. That is the conplaint case.

MR BLEVINS: Well, I'mconfused again, sir.
| " msorry.

JUDGE CLARK: Don't be sorry. | want to get as
much stuff straightened out today as possible. So don't
be sorry for having questions. Bear with ne. [It's going
to take nme a second to pull this up.

On August 15, 2023, Staff filed its petition
for an interimreceiver. Do you have a docunent that at
the top is titled Petition for InterimReceiver and it
goes on. It says Petition for InterimReceiver and for
an O der Directing the General Counsel to Petition the
Circuit Court of Cole County for the Appointnment of a
Receiver for Msty Water Wirks and a Mtion for Expedited
Tr eat nent ?

MR BLEVINS: | do have that docunent.

JUDGE CLARK: That's what today's hearing was
to be about. That's what the hearing on the 25th is to
be about. Those are the things that Staff is going to
di scuss on the 25th. | imgine it is a different case

but it is very clearly related to the conplaint case.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com



© 00 N oo 0o b~ w N P

N I N N I T S T S R e N e N T o
o A W N P O © O N O o M W N B O

Procedural Conference October 12, 2023

] ) Page 36
MR BLEVINS: The conplaint case is the one

that | need to reply to then; is that correct?

JUDGE CLARK: The conplaint case is the one you
need to reply to, and the petition case, the receivership
-- Do you see at the top of these docunents there's a
nunber that starts it says case nunber or file nunber?

MR. BLEVINS: [|I'm|looking at the Staff
conplaint and it's got four X s.

JUDGE CLARK: But it starts with a WC, correct?

MR, BLEVINS: WC-2023.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. That's the conplaint. |If
it has a WC, WC stands for water conplaint. So that is
the one you need to file a response to.

You need to | et the Conm ssion know whet her you
agree wth any of the allegations therein, if you
di sagree with any of the allegations in there, and you'l]l
have until the 19th to file that witten docunent. You
don't have to. You may choose not to. |If you do, be
aware that Staff has already asked the Conmission to
determ ne that because you haven't answered that those
al | egations should be deened as true in their entirety.
|f that's the case, then the Conm ssion could issue an
Order in that conplaint wthout holding an evidentiary
hearing. It would be called a Default Order.

In the WO case, any case beginning wwth a WD is
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the receivership case. As | said, that is the petition

for an interimreceiver. That is the docunment for which
we are going to have an evidentiary hearing on the 25th.
You have an absolute right to testify on your own behal f.
You have an absolute right to offer testinony and

W tnesses that disagree with Staff's allegations. But
you need to have those people here or that evidence here
on the 25th at 9:00 a. m

MR. BLEVINS: | understand that part. Another
question | would have is I'mnot sure |'ve got all the
docunments in this particular Staff conplaint here because
there is that nenorandum |Is that part of this Staff
conpl ai nt ?

JUDGE CLARK: The nenorandum | believe Staff
filed in the certificate -- your request for Certificate
of Conveni ence and Necessity, which is | believe what you
were offering as a solution that you were trying to
resolve at that point. Staff had indicated that you were
operating a water systemw thout a CCN, which is a
Certificate of Conveni ence and Necessity fromthe
Commi ssion. |t appears that you have sought one. But |
bel i eve the nenorandumwas filed in that case. You're
not sure if you have the docunents fromall these cases,
correct?

MR. BLEVINS: No, that's correct. |'mnot sure
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|'ve got all the docunents.

JUDGE CLARK: Here's what |'mgoing to do
today. |'mgoing to have every single filing in each
case sent to you bundled individually by case so that you
can see them separated out. OCkay?

MR BLEVINS: Okay.

JUDGE CLARK:  And | w Il have that sent to the
Ti gger Lane address.

MR. BLEVINS. Ckay.

M5. KERR: Just for clarification, that
menor andum was not filed in the conplaint case.

JUDGE CLARK: No, it was filed in the CCN case,
| believe. It was Staff's reconmmendation to not grant a
CCN.

M5. KERR® Right, just for M. Blevins'
clarification, that nmenorandumwas not filed in that
conpl aint case so you woul dn't have that in that
document ati on.

JUDGE CLARK: It's not part of the conplaint
and it's not part of the receivership.

M5. KERR: It was attached to the receivershinp.

JUDCE CLARK: Was it?

M5. KERR  Yes.

JUDGE CLARK: (Ckay. | apologize. It was
apparently attached to the receivership. | did not
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under st and t hat. rage
M5. KERR: You wouldn't have that with the
conpl ai nt docunent ati on there.
JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Well, in the next few days
you're going to receive that. | will be looking for an

answer to Staff's conplaint fromyou by the 19th. And
you wi Il be here on the 25th ready to proceed on the
receivership. M. Blevins, are there any outstanding
guestions you have at this point? | amnot your
attorney. | cannot give you |egal advice. |f you have
questions in regards to the process, if you have
questions in regards to pleadings, | am happy to answer
t hose.

MR BLEVINS: Can | take a few m nutes here
just to search ny own m nd.

JUDGE CLARK: Yes.

MR. BLEVINS. | did have a question a while ago
but it escaped ny mnd at the present. M question would
be what has happened to ny request to withdraw the CCN?
The CCN that | submtted | feel at this point in tine and
even before now today that | was -- | msinterpreted or
was mslead in reference to why | would have to file a
CCN. | was not aware of it. Fromthe staff that visited
ny office, | felt Iike that | was just making an

application to get a permt to go ahead and do what |'ve
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been doing for three or four years and what this activity

with these wells has been doing for 20 years or nore.
There's reasons why that | took and endeavored to get
into these wells basically, take them over.

JUDGE CLARK: You are at this point starting to
get into evidence. | don't really want to get into
evidence in a prehearing conference.

MR. BLEVINS. ['msorry. Ckay.

JUDGE CLARK: | do see the confusion and | see
your question. You filed on October 4 in WC2023-0353,
which is the Staff conplaint case, you filed a docunent.
That docunent indicated a nunber of things. It indicated
that you were not getting mail fromthe Comm ssion. It
I ndi cated that you had been rel eased fromthe hospital.
And it indicated that it addressed -- Did it address
today's potential hearing? |t addressed that you had
shown up previously at the previous date for the hearing
t hat was reschedul ed whi ch concerned ne because that was
significantly after | had continued that hearing. And at
the bottom of that handwitten pleading it says |I further
-- in further response, | submt the attached letter for
consi deration to withdraw the request for CCN and for
reorgani zation to a nonprofit honmeowners associ ati on as
requested in the attached letter. There was no letter

attached to that. So we do not have that on file. |If
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you want the Conm ssion to see that, you will have to

file that. And that should be filed in the WA case.

MR. BLEVINS: WA?

JUDGE CLARK: At this point, since this
addresses the WA case as well to a degree, I'mgoing to
have this pleading also filed in the WA case, but there
was no attachnment to your handwitten pleading invol ving
a nonprofit honeowners association. You have an absolute
right at this point in tine to wthdraw your CCN
application, but you would have to do that in the WA
case, which is not the subject of today's prehearing
conference. |I'msorry for the confusion that we keep
bounci ng around for these three cases, but there's no way
to address one w thout tal king about the others, and at
the same tine | get the feeling that that causes you a
great deal of confusion.

MR. BLEVINS. Absolutely it does.

JUDGE CLARK: That's not what I'mtrying to do.
|'mactually trying to clarify things as nuch as
possi ble. You have a receivership hearing com ng up on
the 25th in the WD case. In the WC case, | amgiving you
an additional opportunity to file a witten answer, but
that case is not set for hearing yet. And there's a
notion out there that as |'ve indicated before would

negate -- could negate that if the Comm ssion were to
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grant it. And beyond a Staff recommendati on and

menorandumin the WA Certificate of Conveni ence and
Necessity case, there has been no procedural schedule
ordered in that case yet or set in that case. So nothing
has occurred in that case largely because | wanted to see
what was going to happen with the conplaint and the

recei vership. Do you have any further questions?

MR BLEVINS: Should -- not should. But |
understand that | can apply for the CCN application to be
wi t hdrawn through the WA case file?

JUDGE CLARK: That's correct.

MR BLEVINS: These separated case files that
you're going to send to ne, will it have that WA case
file separately?

JUDGE CLARK: Yes, I'mgoing to send you the WC
case, I'mgoing to send you the WO case, and I'mgoing to
send you the WA case. And | amgoing to instruct the
Conmi ssion's data center to bundl e those separately so
that you receive those as separate mailings so that you
have all the docunents together for each case. Gkay?

And | woul d encourage you not to m x those docunents up.

MR BLEVINS: Right.

JUDGE CLARK: We will be here on the 25th on

the WD case. |'mgiving you until the 19th to file an
answer in the WC case. | wll file witten Oders today
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In both those cases reiterating that. Al of that

information will be sent to what you indicated to ne is
an address where | have instructed you to check your mail
daily.

MR BLEVINS: At ny residence.

JUDGE CLARK: Yes. That's just because | would
like to be sure that you're receiving all documents from
t he Conm ssion or opposing parties. | don't have
anything further. |Is there anything further at this tinme
fromStaff? Anything the Comm ssion needs to address
t oday?

M5. KERR. | don't think so, Judge. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: M. Blevins, is there anything
el se the Conmm ssion needs to address today?

MR BLEVINS: No, sir, | don't think so.

JUDGE CLARK: Anybody who showed up here to
W tness or otherwi se participate in today's receivership
hearing, again | apologize for the late notice in
continuing this hearing. And it wll -- As of right now,
it is set for the 25th at 9:00 a. m

Hearing no further matters that need to be
addressed by the Comm ssion at this tinme, | will adjourn
this hearing and we wll go off the record. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the hearing concluded at 10: 15

a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY OF COLE )

|, Beverly Jean Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640, do
hereby certify that | was authorized to and did
stenographically report the foregoing Public Service
Comm ssion Procedural Conference and that the transcript,
pages 1 through 43, is a true record of ny stenographic
not es.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor aml| a relative or counsel connected with the action,
nor am| financially interested in the action.

Dated this 24th day of Cctober, 2023.

Ewb‘dﬁuh Jean. Berteh

Beverly Jean Bentch, RPR CCR No. 640
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