
Mr. Dale Roberts
Public Service Commission
P.O . Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Dear Mr. Roberts:

AWSOURI SCHOOL BOAR ASSOCIATION

2100 I-70 Drive Southwest - Columbia, Missouri 65203-4685
573 445-9920

	

"

	

573 445-9981 fax

	

"

	

800 221-6722

August 11, 2000 FILED'
AUG 1 1 2000 fkJ

set"Ice dirt

	

A10ct,

RE: Utilicorp United Inc . d/b/a Missouri Public Service-Case No. GT-2001-61

Enclosed for filing in the above-referenced proceeding please find an original and
eight copies of the Application of the Missouri Purchasing Resource Center-Energy
Consortium to Intervene in Support of Tariffs . Please stamp the enclosed extra copy
"filed" and return same to me.

MKR/bb
Enclosures

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter .

Cc:

	

Office of the Public Counsel

Sincerely,

MISSOURI PURCHASING RESOURCE
CENTER-ENERGY CONSORTIUM

Melissa K. Randol

	

+Idk

To advance excellence in public education throz:iTh school board leadership
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

~~LED
AUG 1 1 2000

5QrV1cd08°ri pubii
~ aslpn

Case No. GT-2001-61

APPLICATION OF THE MISSOURI PURCHASING RESOURCE CENTER-
ENERGY CONSORTIUM

TO INTERVENE IN SUPPORT OF TARIFFS

Comes now Missouri Purchasing Resource Center - Energy Consortium ("MOPRC-EC"),

in accordance with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.075, and, as its application to intervene in

support of tariffs, states to the Missouri Public Service Commission ("Commission") as follows :

1 .

	

MOPRC-EC is an energy purchasing group for members of the Missouri School

Boards Association ("MSBA") and the Cooperating School Districts of St . Louis ("CSD") . The

MSBA is made up of public school districts from all areas of the State of Missouri .'

	

TheCSD is

CSD is made up of school districts in the metropolitan St. Louis area . z

2 .

	

MostMOPRC-ECmember school districts have several buildings, which individually

consume relatively small volumes ofnatural gas, but collectively use significant amounts ofenergy .

Unlike a large consumerwith natural gas consumption through one meter, most school facilities with

equal or larger aggregate consumption do not currently have a viable option of choosing a supplier

under a utility transportation tariff. Few school districts have energy experts on staff to manage

natural gas purchasing . Nor do they individually have the size to fully benefit from economies of

scale . MOPRC-EC's mission is to lower energy cost for all consortium members through choice

A list ofthe MSBA's members is marked Appendix 1 and attached hereto .

A list ofthe LSD's members is marked Appendix 2 and attached hereto .

In the Matter of Missouri Public Service, )
a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc.'s )
Tariffs Designed to Establish an )
Experimental Small Volume Aggregation )
Program in Missouri . )



ofa reliable, competitive supplier and through economies ofjoint administration . Every dollar saved

on natural gas is an extra dollar that can be spent on students, instructional programs, facility

improvements, staffdevelopment or new technology .

3 .

	

As an organization of school districts, MOPRC-EC's interest in this case is different

than that of the general public . Granting MOPRC-EC's proposed intervention would serve the

public interest by assisting the development of a more complete record for decision by the

Commission.

4 .

	

MOPRC-EC has been fortunate to have had the opportunity to work closely with

MPS and the Commission Staff ("Staff') in the development of several aspects of the proposed

experimental small volume aggregation program.

5 .

	

MOPRC-EC believes effective ways can be developed to provide small consumers

with a viable choice of suppliers under a small volume transportation program . One such way is to

experiment with an aggregation transport service program. Schools in Kansas, Illinois, Iowa and

Wisconsin have successful energy aggregation programs . The proposed MPS tariffs are similar to

those UtiliCorp small volume aggregation tariffs in Kansas and Iowa.

6 .

	

MOPRC-EC is ideally suited to participate in the MPS pilot program . Its members

are in the business of public education and will share pilot results, thereby benefitting all small

consumers, natural gas marketers, utilities and regulators in developing auniversally available small

volume transport program . Member institutions provide broad experience by being geographically

dispersed across the NIPS service area and across the interstate pipelines and various operating and

market zones . The program would also generally provide experience on the matters ofpricing and

assignment of pipeline capacity for potential future tariffrevisions .

7 .

	

The start ofthe school calendar isjust around the corner and the winterheating season

2



starts shortly thereafter. Early approval is critical to allow time for the enrollment ofparticipants and

arrangements for initial deliveries ofnatural gas under the experimental program . Thus, MOPRC-

EC requests that the Commission approve the experimental small volume aggregation program

tariffs with an effective date of September 1, 2000.

WHEREFORE, MOPRC-EC requests a Commission order :

a)

	

granting MOPRC's application to intervene and making it a party to this case for all

purposes ;

b)

	

approving MPS's tariffs designed to establish an experimental small volume

aggregation program with a September 1, 2000 effective date ; and,

c)

	

granting such further relief as may be necessary which is consistent with the relief

requested herein .

Respectfully submitted,

Melissa Randol

	

Q/MBE #42838
21001-70 Drive Southwest
Columbia, Missouri 65203

(573) 445-9920 ext . 351
(573) 445-9981 facsimile
randol(Qmsbanet.org

ATTORNEY FOR MISSOURI PURCHASING
RESOURCECENTER -ENERGY CONSORTIUM



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing document was sent
by U.S . Mail, postage prepaid, or hand-delivered, on this 11th day ofAugust, 2000, to all parties of
record .
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