BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of Missouri Gas Energy’s
)

tariff sheets designed to increase rates
)

Case No. GR-2004-0209

for gas service in the company’s Missouri
)

service area.




)

MISSOURI GAS ENERGY’S PROPOSED NOTIFICATION LANGUAGE


Comes now Missouri Gas Energy (“MGE”), a division of Southern Union Company, by and through counsel, and in accordance with the Commission’s order of January 16, 2004, hereby notifies the Commission and the parties that it proposes to use the following language for the Notice of Local Public Hearings:

Notice of Local Public Hearings

Missouri Gas Energy (MGE) has filed a natural gas rate case with the Missouri Public Service Commission seeking to increase non-gas cost revenues by approximately $44.8 million a year.  Non-gas costs are generally operating and maintenance costs typically representing 30 percent to 40 percent of a customer's total monthly natural gas bill.

Under the filing, the monthly increase or (decrease) for average customers in each rate class appears below:

Residential




$6.52 a month

Small General Service


$7.65 a month

Large General Service


($4.58) a month

Large Volume Service 


$310.98 a month

This case does not involve the gas cost portion of your monthly bill.  MGE can make up to three filings a year to adjust, either up or down, natural gas rates to reflect changes from wholesale suppliers.  The Public Service Commission does not regulate wholesale supplier rates. 

The Public Service Commission has set local public hearings to receive customer comments on MGE's rate case.  Hearings will commence at the locations and times indicated.

Joplin--April 27, 2004, 6:00 p.m., Matthews Hall Auditorium, Missouri Southern State College, 3950 East Newman Road, Joplin, Missouri 64801.

Blue Springs--April 28, 2004, 1:00 p.m., Fleming Meeting Hall, 21906 Woods Chapel Road, Blue Springs, Missouri.

Kansas City--April 28, 2004, 6:00 p.m., Jackson County Courthouse, Legislative Assembly Area, 415 East 12th Street, 2d Floor, Kansas City, Missouri 64106.

St. Joseph--April 29, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Council Chambers, 1100 Frederick Avenue, St. Joseph, Missouri 64501.

If you wish to comment or secure additional information, you may contact MGE at 816-360-5980, or by e-mailing us at MGErates@MGEmail.com.  You also may contact the Office of the Public Counsel at 573-751-4857, or by e-mail at www.mo-opc.org or mopco@ded.mo.gov.  Hearings will be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person needing additional accommodations to participate in these hearings may call the Public Service Commission's hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (Customer Services Hotline) or 1-800-829-7541 (TDD hotline) prior to the meeting.

Rates from this case are not expected to take effect until October 2004.








Respectfully Submitted,








/s/ Robert J. Hack








______________________________
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MBE #36496








3420 Broadway








Kansas City, MO 64111








(816)360-5755








FAX: (816)360-5536







e-mail: rhack@mgemail.com
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Certificate of Service


I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing document was transmitted by U.S. Mail, electronic mail, facsimile or hand-delivery this 26th day of January, 2004, to:


Jeremiah D. Finnegan



Douglas E. Micheel


Finnegan, Conrad & Peterson


Office of the Public Counsel


3100 Broadway, Ste. 1209


P.O. Box 7800


Kansas City, MO 64111


Jefferson City, MO 65102


Robert V. Franson



Mark W. Comley


Missouri Public Service Commission

Newman, Comley & Ruth


P.O. Box 360




P.O. Box 537


Jefferson City, MO 65102


Jefferson City, MO 65102


Stuart W. Conrad



James C. Swearengen


Finnegan, Conrad & Peterson


Brydon, Swearengen & England


3100 Broadway, Ste. 1209


P.O. Box 456


Kansas City, MO 64111


Jefferson City, MO 65102








/s/ Robert J. Hack








_____________________________
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