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LAWJUDGE SEYER: All right. W are on the

record. Today is April 8th, 2024. It's 1:16 p.m

The comm ssion set this date for a procedural
conference in the case captioned as in the matter of
the application of Trevor King for change of electric
supplier from Evergy M ssouri Wst, |ncorporated,
doi ng busi ness as Evergy M ssouri Wst to Gsage Vall ey
El ectric Cooperative. It's the Public Service

Commi ssion file nunber EO 2024-0161.

Previously in this case the applications
for change of supplier for Trevor King, Tyler Wtts
and Mathew G breal were all conbined into this single
case as they are all neighbors, essentially,
requesting the sane thing.

My nane is Ken Seyer, and |I'mthe
regulatory law judge in this matter. |If this matter
IS not otherw se settled, | will be the judge
conducting the -- the evidentiary hearing. But it is
the five conm ssioners who make up the Public Service
Comm ssion who wi |l decide whether to grant the change
of electric supplier request.

So today is not the hearing. Today is
nostly to try to get closer to setting a -- a hearing
date where the comm ssioners and nyself woul d

basically present -- well, all of us hopefully would
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be present. Understand -- M. Watts, M. G breal,

understand that you, as the applicants, have the
burden of proof in your case, that is you nust provide
evi dence whet her that woul d be testinony or your own
testinony or additional w tnesses testinony,
docunentation, et cetera, that would convince the
conmi ssioners to grant your request. Do you
understand that ?

MATHEW G BREAL:  Yes.

TYLER WATTS:  Yes.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: Thank you.

And | don't recall whether |I nentioned this
after we went on the record, but M. King is not
participating this afternoon, one of the three
applicants.

So before we -- before we go any further,
l'"d like the attorneys for the other parties to nake
their entries of appearance starting wwth M. Steiner.

MR. STEINER:. Good afternoon. Can you hear

LAW JUDGE SEYER  Yes.

MR. STEINER: This is Roger W Steiner,
attorney for Evergy. M address is 1200 Main Street,
Kansas City, Mssouri 64105.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: And for Osage Vall ey
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El ectric Cooper atl ve.

MEGAN MCCORD: Yes. This is Megan MCord.
["'mwth Friel, MCord & Smley Law Firm M/ address
Is P.O Box 14287, Springfield, Mssouri 65814.

LAWJUDGE SEYER: Al right. And for the
staff of the Public Service Comm ssion.

MR. VANDERGRI FF: Good afternoon. |I'mEric
Vandergriff representing staff. Qur address here is
200 Madi son Street, P.O Box 360, Jefferson Cty.

LAWJUDGE SEYER: Al right. Thank you.

And it does not appear that anyone is
participating in the neeting wwth the Ofice of the
Publ i c Counsel .

So we're at the point in -- in this case
where we have the applicants -- we have the
applications, we have responses from-- from Evergy
and Osage Valley. Osage Valley and the responses are
simlar in all three cases, so. I'Il -- I'"Il try to
summari ze and say that Osage Vall ey has taken no
position on the applications but has stated that if
the applications are approved by the conm ssion that
they -- and they are ordered to supply the residents
wth electric power, they can do so. They also state
that they al ready have distribution lines on the --

each of the applicants' properties. However, they do
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state that sone of the costs of construction wll be

required to be paid for by the applicants. Evergy --
Evergy's responses to the applications have been

desi gnated as confidential. However, Evergy's
position is that none of the three applications neets
t he burden of proof for a change of supplier.
Therefore, they wish to continue serving the three
applicants. And then the staff of the comm ssion
reviewed the applications and filed a recomrendati on.
Their findings were that they recommend that the
comm ssion grant the three requests in that it would
be in the public interest to change the electric
supplier to OGsage Valley Electrical Cooperative.

So having said all that, typically, the
evidentiary hearing itself in such a case m ght be
schedul ed a couple of nonths out, so. |'m]looking at
our hearing schedule -- well, first of all, let ne ask
you this and -- and anyone can answer, but typically,
this would be a -- a hearing that would take pl ace
here in our hearing roomin Jefferson Cty unless all
of the parties are in agreenent to hold it, otherw se.
So woul d anyone like to be heard on that?

MEGAN MCCORD: Judge, this is Megan MCord.
Sorry.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: Go ahead, Ms. McCord.
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MEGAN MCCORD: Sone of the counsel and Ipmw6
have spoken just briefly via e-nail, and it seens |ike
we're all supportive of doing it via Whbex, if that's
acceptable to the Court, but obviously, | know that
we' ve got three unrepresented parties here, so.
Certainly willing to do whatever is best for -- for
the comm ssion and for themas well.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: Al l right.

MATHEW G BREAL: Is it recommended that the
three applicants need to seek | egal counsel ?

LAWJUDGE SEYER: That really is up to
them | -- 1 would not recommend one way or the
ot her .

MATHEW G BREAL: So | guess voi ci ng one
concern, |'ve been trying to get power on ny property
since March of last year. After nine nonths of trying
with Evergy, nyself and ny two neighbors to the north
and south to ne decided to send these applications in.

LAW JUDGE SEYER  Uh- huh.

MATHEW G BREAL: And we're five nonths in
on this process already. |Is there any way to expedite
it faster than two nont hs?

LAWJUDGE SEYER  Well, | wll -- 1 wll
say this. |If it were conducted online, rather, than
I n person, that would provide nore flexibility or nore
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availability as to the dates that we could hold the

heari ng.

MATHEW G BREAL: Ckay.

LAWJUDGE SEYER. So if that's sonething
that -- that you'd be willing to do, then, |ike I
said, that -- that could get it schedul ed sooner than

If we have to schedule it in our hearing room here.

MATHEW G BREAL: Ckay.

MEGAN MCCORD: Judge, if | could add one
nore thing?

LAW JUDGE SEYER:  Un- huh.

MEGAN MCCORD: My clients have expressed to
me recently that, you know, they're in a bit of an
awkward position, and certainly, the -- the three
applicants here are -- | nean, fromwhat | understand,
they basically just don't have power and are really
kind of in a tine of the essence situation because
they'd like to start construction. And, so, you know,
ny clients are -- are constrained by the -- the rules
and the laws and can't provide power to them and it
seens they have had sone difficulty fromthe current
provider, so. | -- ny feeling fromspeaking wth
everybody was that the fastest we could kind of
proceed with this, so they -- so the applicants could

get power one way or another, the better. And, so |
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know that's been a frustration ongoing for ny clients

and for themas well.

LAWJUDGE SEYER: Al right. M. Witts,
woul d you have any objection to holding the hearing
on --

TYLER WATTS: | have no objection --
what ever we can do to followthis matter, you know,

t he qui ckest way possible, I"'m-- | am 100 percent on
board with it, so. | would be fine with doing, you
know, a -- doing it online.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: Al right.

MATHEW G BREAL: So just -- just -- Tyler
has just put his foundation in, and franers are goi ng
to be com ng soon.

TYLER WATTS: Yeah.

MATHEW G BREAL: |'m-- ny house is nearly
closed in. | nean, | plan on noving in, in a couple
of nmonths. Three nonths probably. But, you know,
to -- to be able to do the nechanical and the septic
and things of that nature, | have to have power, |
have to have water. | don't have water w thout power,
so. |I'mkind of -- I"'mgoing to be at a standstill
here real quick.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: Ckay.

MATHEW G BREAL: And then, you know,
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currently my contractors have been doi ng everything

off of a generator which obviously costs nore noney
and it -- and that trickled down to ne. So, you know,
there's a financial burden with the delay of service
from Evergy.

LAW JUDGE SEYER. Ckay. M. Steiner, |
take it you would have no objection to conducting the
heari ng online?

MR. STEINER: No. It's worked out in the
past, Your Honor, to do that, that way. |If you do
have it live, I mght be there live, but the
applicants certainly don't have to, and if that makes
it go faster, that's fine, so. | understand.

LAW JUDGE SEYER. Well, would anyone --

M. Vandergriff, would you |like to suggest a date,
just to kind of get the ball rolling?

MR. VANDERGRI FF: | don't have a suggestion
in mnd, really. One, need to hear from Evergy in
this case since they want to present a little bit nore
evi dence.

MATHEW G BREAL: I n the next two weeks, is
t hat soon enough?

LAW JUDGE SEYER: Well, it would -- let's
see. | nyself is tied up the week of My 6th through

the 10th. So ny preference would be those [ ast three
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weeks of May at the -- at the soonest.

MATHEW G BREAL: | can make sonet hi ng wor k
t here.

MEGAN MCCORD: | think, Judge, for ny

clients and | probably the week of the 13th, |
| magi ne, would probably be a little bit better. W've

got sone neetings the followng week, if that's an

option.

LAWJUDGE SEYER. And | also -- | just saw
this. I'malso unavail able May 21st.

MATHEW A BREAL: |I'mfine with the 13th, if

that's the soonest we can do it.

LAWJUDGE SEYER: Al right. Let ne --

TYLER WATTS: Yeah. |I'mfine with any day
as well. The quicker the better, if we can.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: Gotcha. That week |'m
unavai | abl e on Thur sday.

MR. STEINER. W actually have anot her
hearing, but the Monday, the 13th, would work. Hang

on just a second. Let me nmake sure the -- |I'magetting
the right date. | could do the 13th or the 17th of
t hat week.

LAWJUDGE SEYER: Al right. | wll run

t hose dates past our conmm ssioners to nake sure

they're avail able on one of those two dates, and then
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M. Vandergriff, if | let you know the -- which date

wi Il be the hearing date, can you work backwards from
that on the deadline dates leading up to that?

MR. VANDERGRIFF: | can try. [It'll be a
little short for direct, but if it needs to be done, |
think that, you know, so long as | can contact the
parties, I'll get it done.

MR STEINER: So | -- | think we're
probably -- since this is so soon, we just have a oral
hearing, Eric; does that work for staff or do you want
to have -- one tine | nmentioned a round of testinony,
but | think we're tal king about a oral hearing here
and no pre-filed?

MR. VANDERGRI FF: Staff was okay with
pre-filed testinony when | talked to the parties via
e-mail, so.

MR. STEINER: Okay. |I'mfine with
pre-filed, too. | just didn't know because of the
time crunch. That's fine. 1'Il wait for your
schedule. That's fine.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: And just for M. Watts,
M. Gbreal, what they're referring tois in -- in
t hese Public Service Conm ssion cases, often testinony
fromw tnesses is filed ahead of the hearing and that

wll let the parties know what -- what those w tnesses
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woul d have testified to where they here |live on the day

of hearing, and it's -- it's a neans of saving us sone
time on the day of the hearing. But typically, those
W t nesses are nade available for the other parties to
Cross exam ne.

MATHEW G BREAL: Are we allowed to bring
W t nesses on the 13th then?

LAWJUDGE SEYER Yes. | wll -- when
we're done here, the -- there'll be an order that 1"l
I ssue that wll lay out the information for your
wtnesses to -- kind of like this hearing today, this
conference today, it'll give themthe infornmation on
how to join the -- well, the Wbex neeting which wll
doubl e as the hearing.

MATHEW G BREAL: Ri ght.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: So as long as you |et us
know by the deadline that I'll set in the order, the
nanmes of -- of your wtnesses that would testify,
we'll get that neeting invitation to them ahead of
time.

MATHEW G BREAL: Okay. And just as |
stated earlier when | got on, | didn't receive this
| atest letter wwth the -- wth this neeting
Instruction on it, so. | don't knowif it got lost in

the mail or what. So | guess I'ma little concerned
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about -- I'"'ma little gun shy about --
LAW JUDGE SEYER:  Uh- huh.
MATHEW G BREAL: -- not getting the ne

| etter in the mail fromyou guys giving ne all the

glad to give anybody that needs that --
LAW JUDGE SEYER: Yeah.
MATHEW G BREAL: -- information.

ahead and provide that, because |I'm | ooking at --
the -- what's called the service list, and it |ist
your -- |lists a hone address in peculiar, but it d

not list an e-nmail address.
MATHEW G BREAL: Ckay.
LAW JUDGE SEYER:  So. . .
MATHEW G BREAL: Yeah. You ready?
LAW JUDGE SEYER: Yeah.

Page 13

xt

deadl i nes and things of that nature. | don't know
that | put ny e-mail on the application. | may not
have. So if you don't have it, I'mglad to -- I'm

LAWJUDGE SEYER: |If you can right now, go

at

S

0oes

MATHEW G BREAL: It is M as in Mathew, C

as in dark, ny last nane, GI-B as in boy, R E-A-L,
at Qutl ook.com
LAW JUDGE SEYER. Al right. | got it.
TYLER WATTS: Was there one listed for --
for me? | didn't know -- | don't knowif | put one
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el t her.

LAWJUDGE SEYER' No, there's not. And --

TYLER WATTS: Ckay.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: -- | apol ogi ze. kay.

TYLER WATTS: No. That's all right.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: Wbuld you like to provide
one as well?

TYLER WATTS:  Yes.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: Ckay.

TYLER WATTS: Mne's Tyler, T-Y-L-E-R
J-WA-T-T-S, and then the nunber four at Gmail.com

LAWJUDGE SEYER: Al right. M. King is
not -- does not have an e-nmail address |isted either.
You woul dn't happen to know his e-nail address?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Your Honor, | have
that if it's okay for nme to provide that.

LAW JUDGE SEYER: Sure.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: It's Trevor,
trevor. kcno@ut | ook. com

MR. STEINER. This is Roger. Could I get
Tyl er and Mathew s one nore tine? |'msorry.

LAWJUDGE SEYER: |'Il go ahead -- ['Il go
ahead and read themoff, and they can correct ne if
I"'mwong. So for M. Gbreal, it's

ncgi br eal @ut | ook. com
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MATHEW G BREAL: Correct.

LAWJUDGE SEYER: And then for M. Wtts,
tylerjwatts4. So it's T-Y-L-E-R J, WA-T-T-S, 4, the
nunber 4, at Gmail.com Thank you.

MR. STEINER: Thanks. Trevor, T-R-E-V-OR,
dot, kcno@utl ook.comfor M. King?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Yes.

MR. STEINER:  Thanks.

LAWJUDGE SEYER: M. Vandergriff, how nuch
time would you need to give ne a proposed procedural
schedul e that has those dates |leading up to the
evidentiary hearing? |'msorry.

MR. VANDERGRI FF:  We're | ooking at May 13th
or May 17th?

LAWJUDGE SEYER: [|'mnot sure at this
poi nt .

MR. VANDERGRI FF: Al right. Since | got
nost of the people on -- on the line right now, the
fastest, | think, | could possibly get it done is two

weeks, but I'd Iike a nonth.

LAW JUDGE SEYER Well, two weeks woul d put
us about -- well, less than a nonth fromthe hearing
date. And so I'll put in the order by April 19th.

Let nme think about that. Gkay. Yeah. |If you think

you can get that done, M. Vandergriff.
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MR. VANDERGRI FF: |'Il get it done.
LAWJUDGE SEYER | -- I'msorry, but it
Is -- it is kind of a conpressed schedule. |Is there

anything el se that the parties want to address today?

Al right. I'm-- I"mnot hearing -- |I'm
not hearing anyone, so. |f there is nothing else,
then I'Il adjourn the hearing, and we'll go off the

record, so.

MR. VANDERGRI FF:  All right.

MR. STEINER: Thank you.

LAWJUDGE SEYER: Al right. ['ll adjourn
t he heari ng.

TYLER WATTS:  Thanks.

MATHEW G BREAL: Good- bye.

(Audi o ended.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
I, Melissa J. Eicken, Certified Court

Reporter of M ssouri, Certified Shorthand Reporter of
I1linois and Regi stered Professional Reporter, do

hereby certify that | was asked to prepare a

transcri pt of proceedings had in the above-nenti oned
case, which proceedings were held with no court

reporter present utilizing an open m crophone system

of preserving the record.

| further certify that the foregoi ng pages

constitute a true and accurate reproduction of the
proceedi ngs as transcribed by ne to the best of ny
ability and may incl ude inaudi bl e sections or

m sidentified speakers of said open m crophone
recor di ng.

(//¢%Q{ZLZLZLZLAJQL/ éé%;<:1ngZAVL_/
Melissa J. Eicken, CCR CSR RPR

Dat e:
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