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recording; therefore, this transcript should not be
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LAW JUDGE CLARK: Good norning. Today is

May 30th of 2024, and the current tine is 9:02 a.m
The conmm ssion has set aside tine today for a
procedural conference in the case captioned as in the
matter of the application of Union Electric Conpany,
doi ng busi ness as Aneren M ssouri for approval of
efficient electrification program and that is file
nunmber ET-2021-0020. M nane is John Cark. |[|'mthe
regul atory judge overseeing this proceedi ng today.

At this tinme |I'd ask that the parties enter
t heir appearance starting with Areren M ssouri.

M5. HERNANDEZ: (Good norning, Judge.
Jenni f er Hernandez appearing on behal f of Ameren
M ssouri .

LAW JUDGE CLARK: On behal f of the
conmmi ssion staff.

MR. PRINGLE: Thank you, Judge. Travis
Pringle appearing on behalf of staff.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And Renew M ssouri .

MR. LI NHARES: Morning, Judge. Andrew
Li nhares appearing on behalf of Renew M ssouri
Advocat es.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Linhares.
| called this procedural schedul e because we seemto

be at a stopping point, and | want to try and figure
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out how to proceed forward because the -- the conpany

filed a tariff, and then staff recomended rejection
of that tariff. | took the alternative and suspended
that tariff to see if the situation could be resol ved.
It appeared that staff's first initial conplaint was
that Aneren failed to file an end of programreport, |
guess, as they were required to do. | think Aneren
asserted that that report was not due until after
the -- the programyear was over. And their response,
and then a subsequent response -- well, subsequently,
staff filed another -- a -- areply to that,
essentially, saying that they were sticking with their
recomendation to reject the tariff, and then Ameren
filed sonething saying, well, we know that the
tariff -- they've asked to reject the tariff, but go
ahead and approve it anyway. And that -- | believe
that accurately descri bes where we are; is that
correct?

MR. PRINGLE: That sounds about pretty spot
on to ne, Judge.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay.

M5. HERNANDEZ: | think so, Judge. | would
just -- I'"'msorry. | would just add that we have
provided a draft report of the final report to staff.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And | believe -- |
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beli eve one of the filings that said that, so thank

you for -- for remnding ne of that. So | guess the
question | have for the parties right nowis, are you
absolutely stuck or is there a possibility that you're
going to reach a -- a solutionto this? If -- if

you' re absolutely stuck, then it would be ny
preference to just have you guys put together a
procedural schedule. But if there's -- if there's an
opportunity to work this out, | don't want to start a
procedural schedule, and given how busy the

comm ssion's been, essentially, fill tinme slots for
hearings that may not happen.

So staff, at this point what's your
posi tion?

MR. PRINGLE: So currently, we're still
standing on rejecting the tariffs. Really, when it
cones to further steps, staff at this point believes
with the pleadings in front of the comm ssion that
there's enough to make a ruling. But at the sane tine
If we would like to go to hearing, we think that
there -- you know, we're ready to. But at the sane
time we haven't really spoken with Anmeren since the
| ast response was filed, and ny wi tnesses are
currently on vacation this week. So |I'd have to check

in wwth themto see if there is maybe any interest in
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seeing if we can't find a resolution.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Wat do you nean
when you say you believe there's enough information
before the comm ssion for it to make a ruling on this?

MR. PRINGLE: Fromthe pleadings and our --
by our response to Aneren's response to our
recomendation, we made a -- a note in there that if
the -- if the comm ssion weren't to dism ss based on
what they currently have, you know, we're happy to
respond nore to Aneren in -- in testinony if a hearing
I s schedul ed, but also at the sane tine we're not
quite sure what nore information there could be to
| ook at.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: |s your position that
there is enough -- is that there's enough there for
the comm ssion to reject the tariff?

MR. PRINGLE: In staff's opinion, yes.

LAWJUDGE CLARK: Is it your opinion that
there is enough there for the conm ssion to approve
the tariff?

MR. PRINGLE: Well, Judge, in ny honest
opi nion, honestly, | don't see anything really that
have been added to, to support it. As staff noted,
the final report we have received a draft from Aneren.

We were appreciative of being able to have a chance to
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be able to | ook at that, but that's al so not been

filed, and fromthe draft we saw, there's still just
nothing that staff believes is sufficient to support
an extensi on.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And | believe part of
staff's argunent is that they haven't done the things
that they said they were going to do to kind of al nost
initiate the program is that correct?

MR. PRINGLE: Fromstaff's perspective,
yes. |It's looking like Ameren is trying to begin the
program not extend or --

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Then | have to ask if --
I f they had trouble getting the programoff the
ground, what's the harmin giving them an additi onal
2 years to get it up and running? If it's sonething
that staff initially agreed to and wanted to see?

MR. PRINGLE: | guess it's staff's tine,
no -- based on ny conversations of our wtnesses, just
they don't think there's enough there to support an
extension at this tinme. That's pretty nmuch where
staff's at.

M5. LANGE: Judge, this is Sarah Lange, if
| coul d suggest counsel check their chat w ndow.

Sorry to interrupt.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And just for everyone's
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know edge, these chats are not recorded. They're

not -- or the -- what would be the transcript of this.
We don't have a court reporter. | send these out. |
send the recording out to be transcribed, and then
it's filed in EFIS, just so everybody knows.

MR. PRI NGLE: Yeah. Judge, after | ooking
at ny chats, yeah, there's a -- since it's a pilot is
an expired pilot program That's the big thing. The
pilot has -- has had its termto run, you know, not
all pilot prograns succeed, and this one's expired,
and al so, we believe it also currently conflicts with
t he MEEI A program and that concern was not addressed
by Aneren.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Aneren M ssouri,
what's -- what's your position right now?

M5. HERNANDEZ: | think our position -- and
we put it in our pleadings that the comm ssion does
have enough information to issue a ruling.
Essentially, we're just asking for an extension of
tinme. Nothing about the programis changi ng, nothing
about the budget, and there is no information to
provi de staff yet because of the difficulties in
starting the program W' ve just been able to get
partners | ast Decenber to help us on the EFIS side,

so. Wen staff says there's nothing to provide, it's
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sort of talking out -- in ny opinion, talking out both

si des of the nouth, because we can't have anything to
provide if we can't, you know, try to start the
program now t hat we have the partners avail able to do
SsoO.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And M. Linhares, you're
new to this, but did you want to weigh in on behal f of
Renew?

MR. LI NHARES: Judge, yes. As you say,
I"'m-- I"mnew to this case. Just entered ny
appearance, but our positionis, we'd love to see this
program conti nue and succeed. |If there's no change in
budget, | -- we don't see the -- the problemwth it.
"Il confess. | don't see the link between MEEIA or
the conflict there. But |I'm happy to be educat ed.

Il -- | would say we have our full support for
extension of this program

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. And -- and that's
honestly what | expected. | ammnot thrilled about the
| dea of having an evidentiary hearing on this. And
not -- not because | -- | have anythi ng agai nst
evidentiary hearings, it just doesn't feel to ne like
that kind of issue. |If that's the direction that
needs to go, that's the direction that needs to go.

But it also -- it occurs to ne that this is sonething
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that the comm ssion mght be able to resol ve based raoe®
upon briefs and stipulated facts. Wuld any party
have a problemwith resolving it that way?

MR. PRINGLE: Fromstaff's perspective,
Judge, like that one, I -- | don't think that would be
a problemfor us. It does kind of seemlike it is an
I ssue that doesn't really require a full on
evi dentiary hearing.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: | nean, |'m happy to do
one. Just -- it's just -- | hate using the word feel,
but to describe -- describing it -- Anmeren, what's
your position in regard to resolving this on a
stipulated facts and a brief?

M5. HERNANDEZ: We would be fine with that.
| -- 1 agree that -- | don't know what we woul d do at
an evidentiary hearing because, again, we haven't been
able -- unless, you know, we were essentially saying
we haven't been able to start the program and why, you
know, putting on nore evidence as to that, but |
agree. | don't think it's to the level of needing an
evidentiary hearing.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Do you think that
the parties can arrive at a -- can agree on the
stipul ated facts?

M5. HERNANDEZ: | -- | think it would
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I nvol ve both parties wanting to sit down and talk

about those facts which have seened difficult, but
certainly, Aneren's wlling to do so and try to cone

to sone type of agreenent as to stipulated facts.

MR. PRINGLE: Yeah.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: You woul d have to.

MR. PRINGLE: Yeah. | -- | think we can
probably do that, Judge. | -- | think for the nost
part beyond whatever happened -- whatever each side
t hi nks happened in that neeting, | think there's
plenty of facts we can agree to.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Renew, since you've
entered in the case, | assunme you want to participate
I n the process, so.

MR. LINHARES: Yes. Yes. W'd be to happy
to sit down in that neeting.

LAWJUDGE CLARK: Geat. Al right. Wll,
then let's discuss sonme deadlines because | don't want
to beat around the bush or waste tine.

MR. CLIZER  Judge O ark --

LAWJUDGE CLARK: |'msorry, did | hear
sonet hing? Did sonebody el se have sonething else to
say? Oh, I'msorry, M. Cizer. OPC. | didn't even
ask you to enter your appearance. M. dizer, wuld
you enter your appearance on behalf --
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MR CLIZER I'msorry, |I'll wait for you

to finish speaking. Yeah. 1'll enter ny appearance.
John Clizer on behalf of OPC. You are, of course,
under no reason to. The OPC haven't taken an active
role inthis case. W're just nonitoring it. | just
wanted to speak up to say that to the extent that
there's going to be a stipulation of facts, the OPC
woul d like to be at least offered the opportunity to
review the facts being stipulated to just -- we just
want to be a part of that conversation. |'mnot sure
that we woul d actually take an active role but wanted
to make sure we were still being included just in
case.

LAWJUDGE CLARK: | think since OPC is an
automatic party to any case that they want to be, |
bel i eve unl ess they specifically exclude thensel ves
fromit, | think as a party here, you're entitled to,
you know, participate and weigh in on the stipulation
of facts and file a brief, if you'd like. Again, I'm
terribly sorry I overlooked you. | just didn't see
your wi ndow up. So I -- | apologize for not getting
your entry of appearance tinely.

But OPC doesn't have a -- a problemwth
stipulations of fact and a brief?

MR. CLIZER  Absolutely not. No problem at
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all. Thank you.
LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. How long -- let's
talk tine tables. Let ne pull up a calendar. It's
now May 30th. The problemis, is | -- this program

expired at the end of this nonth; correct?

M5. HERNANDEZ: M dni ght tonight.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: M dnight tonight. Wen
do the parties believe they can have a stipul ati on of
facts by? Two weeks? The 14th? O the 7th?

MR. PRINGLE: | think definitely by the
14t h woul d work. Wat do you think, Jennifer?

M5. HERNANDEZ: | agree the 14th. To the
extent, you know, we could file it sooner, then --

MR. PRINGLE: Right.

M5. HERNANDEZ: -- | would say let's do
t hat, but.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And -- and just for a
rough idea, how nmuch tinme would the parties, if I'm
doing -- would the parties want one or two rounds of
briefs?

M5. HERNANDEZ: Maybe a short reply w ndow.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. And | don't -- |
don't anticipate these briefs being 70-page briefs.

MR. PRINGLE: |'d be surprised if that

happened, Judge.
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LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. How long -- how

|l ong woul d the parties like for initial briefs on
this? Wuld two weeks be sufficient? Beyond that
14t h date?

M5. HERNANDEZ: Yeah, | think so.

MR. PRINGLE: Yeah. Fromstaff's
per spective, Judge --

LAW JUDGE CLARK: | think what woul d be
happeni ng here is, essentially, you -- you would be
restarting the programbut not really continuing the
program

MS. HERNANDEZ: Right. Well, right. |
guess everything's sort of in a holding pattern.
We're going to do what the tariff, you know, allow --
well, it's not -- the programw ||l be stopped as of
m dni ght tonight, but. There is essentially no ranp
backup tine.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Yeah. There's nothing
going on that would require any kind of reinitiation.

M5. HERNANDEZ: Correct. Unless there was
an extensive tine period, you know, in between the end
and having to restart again.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: And | don't anticipate
that. I'm-- I'"'mseeing a -- | wuld like to see a

resolution on this before the end of July. At the
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di fferent day?

us. W'll -- we'll -- that works for us.

5t h. Does t hat work?

MR. PRINGLE: There's a good chance of

There's a holiday there that's --

MR PRI NGLE: Yeah.

the end of the day on the 8th? That's a Mnday.

t he holiday weekend and everyt hi ng.

) Page 14
| atest. Okay. Wiy don't we do -- and | will -- |
will kick out a witten order. Wy don't we do a
stipulation of -- of agreed upon facts by the parties

no later than the 14th and initial briefs on the 28th
which is a Friday. | know staff hates it when | put

things on Friday. Wuld you like ne to put it on a

MR. PRINGLE: No. Judge, that works for

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Wll -- and then

maybe one week for replies and do the replies on the

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Wait, wait, wait, wait.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: |'m not accounting for.

Sonet hing inportant, | think. How about -- how about

| f

that's a squeeze, |'mperfectly willing to do the 9th.
MR. PRINGLE: | probably would say the 9th,

Judge, if possible, just to give us a little tine with

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Well, | appreciate you
all being willing to resolve this, this way rather
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than through an evidentiary hearing. Al right. ["'Il

kick out an order today to that effect. 1s there
anything else that the parties wanted to address wth
the commi ssion at this tine?

M5. HERNANDEZ: | guess, Judge, | was just
| ooki ng at our briefing schedule. The tariffs are
suspended until the 26th, | guess, so. If we're
subm tting everything on the 9th, do you anticipate

having it on the agenda there sonetine shortly after?

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Well, it didn't use up
all of ny potential suspension tine, so. |[|'mnot
going to commt tothat. | toldyoul'dlike it to
resolve by the end of July, but I -- | don't know

what's going to cone up within that, so |I'mnot going

to commt to that right now If it's necessary to
suspend it further, | wll, but hopefully, it won't
be.

M5. HERNANDEZ: All right. Thank you.
LAW JUDGE CLARK: Because let's see. \WWere

does it put it? | suspended it to the 26th; is that

correct?
M5. HERNANDEZ: That's what ny recol |l ection
I S.
MR. PRINGLE: Yep. That's correct, Judge.
LAW JUDGE CLARK:  Well, if -- if -- if it
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appears that tine is getting tight and -- and the

conm ssi on decides that they want to approve this,
what | woul d probably do is, set a date for a -- |
woul d probably, assum ng | could, probably have the
comm ssi on approve it, but take effect when its
suspensi on ends and -- and extend that suspension as
IS necessary to neet the -- the appellate courts'
requirenents for a tariff issuance or approval.

Al right. |Is there anything el se any
party wanted ne to address at this tinme? Ckay.

MR. PRINGLE: Nothing fromstaff, Judge.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. HERNANDEZ:  No.

LAW JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you all. |
appreci ate you being here, and |"'msorry | ran in
touch late. | will kick out an order today with the
14th, the 28th, and the 9th. And thank you. W'IlI| go
of f the record.

MR. PRI NGLE: Thank you, Judge.

MR. LI NHARES: Thank you, Judge.

(Audi o ended.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
I, Melissa J. Eicken, Certified Court

Reporter of M ssouri, Certified Shorthand Reporter of
I1linois and Regi stered Professional Reporter, do

hereby certify that | was asked to prepare a

transcri pt of proceedings had in the above-nenti oned
case, which proceedings were held with no court

reporter present utilizing an open m crophone system

of preserving the record.

| further certify that the foregoi ng pages

constitute a true and accurate reproduction of the
proceedi ngs as transcribed by ne to the best of ny
ability and may incl ude inaudi bl e sections or

m sidentified speakers of said open m crophone
recor di ng.

(//¢%Q{ZLZLZLZLAJQL/ éé%;<:1ngZAVL_/
Melissa J. Eicken, CCR CSR RPR

Dat e:
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