© 00 N o o b~ w N P

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Prehearing Conference Volume 1

Page 1
BEFORE THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON
STATE OF M SSOURI
TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
PREHEARI NG CONFERENCE
Joshua M Kear ney, )
)
Conpl ai nant, )
)
VS. )File No. GC-2024-0172
)
Spire Mssouri Inc., d/b/a )
Spire )
)
Respondent )
THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 2024
2:00 p.m
Jefferson City, M 65101
vi a WebEXx
VOLUMVE 1
KAROLI N S. WALKER, Presiding
Regul atory Law Judge
(Due to the quality of the recorded nedia, portions
were unable to be transcribed and include i naudi bl e
portions. The transcript nmay al so include
m sinterpreted words and/or unidentified speakers.
The transcri ber was not present at the tine of the
recording; therefore, this transcript should not be
consi dered verbatim)
TRANSCRI BED BY: MELI SSA EI CKEN
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N O 0o A~ W N P

N N N DN NN P PP,
aa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ w N+, O

Prehearing Conference Volume 1

Page 2
LAW JUDGE WALKER: The attorneys for the

conpl ai nant requested the conference. |1'mgoing to
let themgo first, so. In --

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Thank you, Judge.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: -- either way.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Thank you, Judge. |
asked to have this set up because | spoke to Matt, and
it's our belief that I think we need to file a -- a
second anended conplaint. The first two, obviously,
were filed prior to us entering into this case. 1In
speaking to Matt -- and | -- | don't want to put words
in his nmouth, but it was ny understandi ng that he
woul d object to that. So | just wanted to ask for
| eave to file that and go fromthere.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Ckay. Well, | haven't
seen the conplaint, so |l don't want to rule on it
until | see it.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Ckay.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Since you are a late
adm ssion, ruling on the second anended conplaint is
perm ssive. But | can say that | wll -- unless
there's sonething way outside the range, | am nost
likely to grant it.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Ckay.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: When do you antici pate
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filing it?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: | can get it done in
the next couple of days. [I'Il sit down with ny client
and get it knocked out and have it e-nailed to
everybody if that's okay and nmaybe we have anot her one
of these. | nean, | don't want to waste anybody's
tinme, so.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Wl |, given that if
there is a second anended conplaint and the ruling
allows for that conplaint, then that really throws the
procedural schedule out the w ndow.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Ri ght and --

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  So.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Yeah.

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  And (inaudible) I'm
inclined to nove the trial date of this case.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Ckay.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Because | want to give
staff and Spire every opportunity to answer the
conplaint. And to file anything that they would |ike
to file.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Correct.

LAWJUDGE WALKER: | -- | expect to see
that conplaint in the next -- by today, by Friday or
by Monday.
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UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Ckay. Okay.

MR. APLI NGTON:  Your Honor? Your Honor --

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  Yes.

MR. APLINGTON: -- | guess |'mjust a
little bit confused with what the second anended
conplaint ruling was. | know he -- the conpl ai nant
filed a second -- a notion to file a second anended
conplaint, and then, in fact, anmended that conpl ai nt
and Spire fire -- filed an answer as well as a notion
to strike the anendnent. | guess where does that
stand in the procedural schedul e?

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Wl |, there is no --
there's no provision, nor does there need to be for an
answer in the procedural schedule. You've had your
opportunity to answer. |'mgoing to take the notion
to strike with the case since it's not a notion to
dism ss, so that's where it stands.

MR. APLI NGTON: Ckay. And then when would
you nove on the notion to strike? | guess |I'munclear
about that.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: | just said | would take
it wwth the case, so. Wth the hearing.

MR, APLI NGTON: Ckay. Wth the hearing; is
t hat post-hearing then?

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  Probably.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N O 0o A~ W N P

N N N DN NN P PP,
aa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ w N+, O

Prehearing Conference Volume 1

Page 5

MR. APLI NGTON: Ckay. | -- so | guess
going forward, | nean, are -- so conplainant would
file a third anended conpl aint, and then you woul d
rule on whether or not they could -- that -- that --
whet her or not you would allow that?

LAW JUDGE WALKER: That's correct.

MR, APLI NGTON: COkay. So Spire will still
have an opportunity, | guess, to provide our -- our, |
guess, responses to that conplaint; correct? O that
noti on?

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Yeah. | just said I'm
noving the trial dates so that you would have the
opportunity to respond to that conplaint.

MR. APLI NGTON: Ckay. Al right. | nean,
Spire -- again -- oh, sorry. | apologize.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: That's okay. |'mjust
repeating what |I've already said, so. Go ahead.

MR, APLI NGTON: Ckay. Al | would say is
that Spire still is opposed to the filing a third
anended conplaint. | nean --

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  You're welcone to
file --

MR. APLI NGTON: -- fairness --

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  You're welcone to file
an objection to that.
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MR, APLI NGTON: Ckay. kay. So | assune

you do not want to hear our argunents against it at
t he nonment ?

LAW JUDGE WALKER: | -- the conmm ssion's
going to have to rule onit, and I'mgoing to have to
rule on it. So put your argunents in witing. And
how do you know what your argunents are going to be?
You haven't seen it. Just like | can't say what --
how |"mgoing to rule. | haven't seen it. So you
know the all owance is permssive. |'mnot going to
rule on it until | seeit, and |I'mcertain you woul d
want to know the grounds to oppose it until you see
it.

MR. APLI NGTON: Ckay. Thank you.

LAWJUDGE WVALKER: I n terns of trial dates,
| want to discuss themnow, and | want to discuss
dates for a new procedural schedule now, and these are
tentative dates. | nean, they may be -- you may throw
themout if the conplainant is not allowed -- you
know, if there's a notion to dismss, if the notion to
dismss is granted, you know, all those -- all those
balls are up in the air at the nonent. But the new
trial date for this case would be -- the soonest we
could do it would be Septenber 10th, 11th or 13th. So

pl ease wite these dates down, and then you can let ne
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know when you're avail able, and after that, |I'm

| eaving the country for six weeks, so. Then it would
be the first couple of weeks in Decenber. So please
| et me know your avail able dates for those things.
And for the procedural schedule. | would be | ooking
for a -- for a new procedural schedule after the
answer's filed. So please, everyone, send ne your
avai |l abl e dates for a new procedural schedul e.

MR. APLI NGTON: Coul d you pl ease repeat --
could you repeat the -- the Septenber dates again for
a hearing?

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Sure. Septenber 10t h,
11t h, and 13t h.

MR. APLI NGTON: Ckay. 10th, 11th, and
13t h.

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  And the first two weeks
I n Decenber .

MR. APLI NGTON: And do you want us to hold
on filing that until after the anended conplaint or --

LAW JUDGE WALKER: | think so. Because
there's no need to --

MR. APLI NGTON:  Ckay.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: -- anend the procedural
schedule if -- if the conplaint is not allowed or if

it is dismssed.
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MR, APLI NGTON: Ckay. And do you want aF?ﬁS
the sane dates again, | guess, starting at -- | can't
remenber what we started with, direct --

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Yeah. The -- it
starts -- it'll follow -- the procedural schedule wll
follow the sane format as the one that's already been
filed. You know, there will be direct, discovery,
exhibit list, list of issues, position statenents,
heari ng, post-hearing brief.

MR. APLI NGTON: Ckay. Thank you.

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  You can -- you can
follow the tenplate of the procedural schedule that's
already there. But | -- | would note for the
conplainant's attorneys that | have received in
conpliance with the procedural schedule a | ot of these
things fromstaff as well as attorneys for Spire.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Yeah.

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  And | have not received
them from you.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: And we know t hat, Your
Honor, so.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: | understand that you're
| ate to the gane, but.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Yeah.

LAW JUDGE WALKER: It would be great if you
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could file what you can.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: WII --

LAW JUDGE WALKER: Ckay. Any ot her issues
to di scuss?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: None from us, Your
Honor .

MR. APLINGTON: | don't think there's no --
no. | don't believe there's any further issues. |'lI|
defer to see if ny co-counsel has any that he can
t hi nk of .

LAW JUDGE WALKER:  Al'l right. Thank you
for comng. Have a great day.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Thank you so nuch.

MR. APLI NGTON: Thank you. Bye-bye.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Thank you.

(Audi o ended.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
I, Melissa J. Eicken, Certified Court

Reporter of M ssouri, Certified Shorthand Reporter of
I1linois and Regi stered Professional Reporter, do

hereby certify that | was asked to prepare a

transcri pt of proceedings had in the above-nenti oned
case, which proceedings were held with no court

reporter present utilizing an open m crophone system

of preserving the record.

| further certify that the foregoi ng pages

constitute a true and accurate reproduction of the
proceedi ngs as transcribed by ne to the best of ny
ability and may incl ude inaudi bl e sections or

m sidentified speakers of said open m crophone
recor di ng.

(//¢%Q{ZLZLZLZLAJQL/ éé%;<:1ngZAVL_/
Melissa J. Eicken, CCR CSR RPR
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