
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

In the Matter of the Joint Application of the City of 
Ozark and Missouri-American Water Company for 
Authority for Missouri-American Water Company to 
sell and the City of Ozark to Acquire the Spring 
Valley Water System Assets located in Christian 
County 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

File No. WM-2025-______ 

JOINT APPLICATION AND MOTION FOR WAIVER 

COME NOW City of Ozark (“Ozark”) and Missouri-American Water Company 

(“MAWC”), pursuant to Section 393.190, 20 CSR 4240-2.060, 20 CSR 4240-4.017, and 20 CSR 

4240-10.105, and for their Joint Application and Motion for Waiver, state as follows to the 

Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”):  

SUMMARY 

MAWC seeks to sell, and Ozark desires to acquire, the Spring Valley Water System 

(“Spring Valley”) located in the City of Ozark.  MAWC and Ozark believe that this sale is in the 

public interest and ensure the Spring Valley customers consistently have access to safe, reliable, 

and environmentally responsible resources, through improved efficiency, better resource 

allocation, and enhanced service for the customers of both the facilities managed by MAWC and 

the Spring Valley system to be acquired by Ozark. 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Ozark is a fourth-class city located in Christian County, Missouri.  Its City Hall is

located at 205 N. 1st Street, P.O. Box 295, Ozark, MO 65721 (Phone: (417) 581-2407).  The City 

of Ozark has a population of approximately 22,500. 
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2. Ozark has owned and operated water and sewer systems providing service to the 

public for over 100 years and currently serves approximately 10,110 water accounts and 9,000 

sewer accounts.  

3. MAWC is a Missouri corporation with its principal office and place of business at 

727 Craig Road, St. Louis, Missouri 63141. MAWC is a Missouri corporation in good standing.  

A certified copy of MAWC’s certificate of good standing was filed with the Commission in its 

File No. WO-2021-0343 and is incorporated herein by reference.  

4. MAWC currently provides water service to approximately 484,000 customers and 

sewer service to approximately 24,000 customers in several counties throughout the state of 

Missouri. MAWC is a “water corporation,” a “sewer corporation,” and a “public utility” as those 

terms are defined in Section 386.020 and 393.1000(7), RSMo., and is subject to the jurisdiction 

and supervision of the Commission as provided by law.   

5. Other than cases that have been docketed at the Commission, MAWC has no 

pending action or final unsatisfied judgments against it from any state or federal agency or court 

within the past three (3) years that involve customer service. MAWC has no annual report or 

assessment fees that are overdue. 

6. Communications regarding this application should be addressed to the undersigned 

counsel and to: 

Donald Currence    
Mayor, City of Ozark   
205 N. 1st Street 
P.O. Box 295 
Ozark, MO 65721   
Phone: (417) 581-2407    
E-mail:  dcurrence@ozarkmissouri.org  
 
 
 

mailto:dcurrence@ozarkmissouri.org
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Stephen Kadyk, PE  
Engineering Manager – Customer Development 
Missouri-American Water Company  
727 Craig Road 
St. Louis, MO 63141 
Phone:  (314) 239-9515 
E-mail steve.kadyk@amwater.com

THE PROPOSED SALE TRANSACTION 

7. On April 9, 2024, Ozark entered into an Agreement for Purchase of the Spring

Valley Water System (“Agreement”) with MAWC.  A copy of the Agreement is attached as 

Appendix A.     

8. On April 1, 2024, Ozark passed Ordinance No. 24-030 (“Ordinance”) authorizing

the mayor to enter into a contract with MAWC for the acquisition of the Spring Valley water 

system. The Ordinance is attached hereto as Appendix B and verifies the authority of the Mayor 

of the City of Ozark to enter into the Agreement and seek Commission approval of the transaction.  

Appendix C verifies the authority of Rich Svindland, the President of MAWC, to enter into the 

Agreement and seek Commission approval of the transaction.  

9. Ozark seeks to acquire the Spring Valley Water System, which is partially located

in the City of Ozark and partially located in unincorporated Christian County, and to operate the 

system and provide service to the public.   

10. The assets to be sold by MAWC were among the assets MAWC acquired from

Aqua Missouri, Inc., Aqua Development, Inc., and Aqua/RU, Inc. d/b/a Aqua Missouri, Inc. 

pursuant to approval granted by the Commission in Case No. WO-2011-0168.  At that time, 

MAWC acquired water and sewer systems located in Cole, Callaway, Pettis and Morgan Counties, 

as well as water systems located in Barry, Benton, Christiaan, Greene, Stone and Taney 

Counties.  The transaction was associated with the decision by Aqua to largely exit the state of 

mailto:steve.kadyk@amwater.com
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Missouri as a regulated utility. 

11. The Spring Valley system is located within the City of Ozark’s water service

boundary and serves approximately 120 water accounts. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

12. The purchaser, Ozark, will not be subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission.

Thus, no balance sheet or income statement is required by 20 CSR 4240-10.105(1)(E). .  MAWC 

is a private entity.  Any taxes that have been paid by it that are associated with the Spring Valley 

system would not be paid by Ozark (20 CSR 4240-10.105(1)(F). 

TARIFF/RATES 

13. Ozark proposes to utilize the following existing customer rates for Spring Valley:

Within City Limits 
First 1000 gallons = $12.50 (minimum charge) 

$3.30 per 1000 gallons thereafter 

Outside of City Limits 
First 1000 gallons = $18.75 (minimum charge) 

$4.95 per 1000 gallons thereafter 

PUBLIC INTEREST 

14. The proposed transfer is in the public interest.  The system would be acquired by

Ozark and would continue to be operated and maintained in compliance with the Department of 

Natural Resources regulations related to water service. Ozark currently operates a complex storage 

and water distribution system and is a safe and reliable water source for its customers. Ozark is 

fully qualified in all respects, to own and operate the Spring Valley water system. 

15. Moreover, MAWC and Ozark believe that the sale of the Spring Valley system

allows the companies to align their resources appropriately.  As such, this acquisition should drive 

further economies in operational costs. 
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MOTION FOR WAIVER 

16. Commission Rule 20 CSR 4240-4.017(1) requires “[a]ny person that intends to file

a case shall file a notice with the secretary of the commission a minimum of sixty (60) days prior 

to filing such case.” Because they did not file such a notice within the time period prescribed by 

that rule, Ozark and MAWC seek a waiver of the 60-day pre-filing notice requirement. 

17. Under Rule 20 CSR 4240-4.017(1)(D), a waiver of the pre-filing notice requirement

may be granted for good cause. In this regard, Ozark and MAWC declare, as verified below, that 

they have had no communication with the Office of the Commission (as defined in 20 CSR 4240-

4.015(10)) within the prior 150 days regarding any substantive issue likely to be in this case. Good 

cause for the requested waiver exists in accordance with Commission Rule 20 CSR 4240-

4.017(1)(D) (“Good cause for waiver may include, among other things, a verified declaration from 

the filing party that it has had no communication with the office of the commission within the prior 

one hundred fifty (150) days regarding any substantive issue likely to be in the case….”). 

18. Therefore, as authorized by Rule 20 CSR 4240-4.017(1)(D), Ozark and MAWC

move for a waiver of the 60-day notice requirement and acceptance of this application at this time. 

WHEREFORE, for the reasons previously stated, Ozark and MAWC respectfully request 

the Commission issue an order:  

(A) Waiving the 60-day notice requirement of Rule 20 CSR 4240-4.017(1) for good

cause shown; 

(B) Authorizing Ozark and MAWC to enter into, execute, and perform, in accordance

with the terms described in the Agreement attached to this Joint Application, and take any and all 

other actions that may be deemed necessary and appropriate to accomplish the purposes of the 

Agreement and the Joint Application, and to consummate related transactions in accordance with 

the Agreement; 



//S// Dean L. Cooper
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was sent 

by electronic mail, on __________ ___, 2024, to the following: 
 

Office of the General Counsel  Office of the Public Counsel 
Governor Office Building  Governor Office Building 
Jefferson City, MO 65101  Jefferson City, MO 65101 
staffcounselservice@psc.mo.gov  opcservice@opc.mo.gov 

 
 
______________________ 

  

July 9

//S// Dean L. Cooper

mailto:staffcounselservice@psc.mo.gov
mailto:opcservice@opc.mo.gov
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APPENDICES 

 
Appendix A  Agreement for Purchase of the Spring Valley Water System  
 
Appendix B City of Ozark Ordinance No. 24-030 granting the mayor authority to enter 

into a contract with Missouri-American Water Company for the 
acquisition of the Spring Valley water system.  

 
Appendix C  MAWC Verification of Authority  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Agreement for Purchase of the Spring Valley Water System 

This Agreement for Purchase of the Spring Valley Water System (the "Agreement") is made and 

entered into on the 9th day of April 2024, between Missouri-American Water Company, a Missouri 

corporation ("MAWC" or "Seller"), and the City of Ozark, Missouri ("Ozark" or "Buyer"). Hereinafter, 

MAWC and Ozark may be referred to individually as a "Party" or together as the "Parties." 

MAWC currently owns and operates a water system in the Spring Valley subdivision near City of 

Ozark, Missouri (collectively, the "System"). MAWC desires to sell all the assets that constitute or are 

used in furtherance of the System to Ozark pursuant to the terms and conditions of this Agreement. 

1. Transfer of Assets. On and subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, at

the closing on the closing date, Ozark shall purchase, acquire and accept from MAWC, and MAWC shall 

sell, convey, transfer, assign and deliver to Ozark, free and clear of all encumbrances, the acquired 

assets. 

2. Consideration. The purchase price shall be One Hundred Ninety-Five Thousand Four

Hundred and Twenty-Four Dollars and Twenty-Three cents ($195,424.23). 

3. Closing Obligations of MAWC. At closing, MAWC shall deliver or cause to be delivered

to Ozark, the following documents: 

a. Bill of Sale, duly executed by MAWC;

b. For each interest in real property and each easement and/or right-of-way affecting

any real Property or Acquired Asset, a recordable deed or such other appropriate

document or instrument of transfer or approval, as the case may require, each in

form and substance reasonably satisfactory to Ozark; and such other deeds, bills of

sale, assignments, certificates of title, documents and other instruments of transfer

and conveyance as may reasonably be requested by Ozark, each in form and

substance reasonably satisfactory to Ozark;

4. Closing Obligations of Ozark. Upon closing, Ozark will have the obligation to serve the

Spring Valley customers by combining Spring Valley with its existing water system. 

5. Real Property; Easements, Legal and Legal Matters. MAWC warrants that it owns and

has good and marketable title to the system and real property rights, free and clear of all options, 

leases, covenants, conditions, easements, agreements, claims, and other encumbrances of every kind 

and there exists no restriction on the use or transfer of such property. There is no unpaid property tax, 

levy or assessment against the property (except for taxes not yet due and payable), nor is there pending 

or threatened any condemnation proceeding against the real property or any portion thereof. 

6. Personal Property. Set forth on the attached schedule is a complete and accurate

listing of all the assets included which are personal property. Each item on the list has been maintained 

in accordance with normal industry practice, is in good operating condition and repair (subject to normal 

wear and tear) and is suitable for the purposes for which it is presently used. 

7. Environmental Matters. Seller is in been in full compliance with and has not been and

is not in violation of or liable under any applicable environmental law. Seller has no basis to expect nor 
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