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(On the record at 12:09 p.m)

JUDGE HATCHER: First, let's go on the
record. | would ask that everyone pl ease nute
t hensel ves unl ess they are speaking. This wll cut
down on the noise | evel and al so prevent audio
f eedback.

Today is August 29th, 2024. The
M ssouri Public Service Comm ssion has set this
time for a local public hearing to give nenbers of
the public a chance to comment about Liberty's
Ceneral Rate Increase application. And that is File
No. GR-2024-0106.

The Comm ssion regul ates the charges --
the rates charged by public utility conpanies in
M ssouri to ensure that those rates are just and
reasonable. The Conm ssion also regul ates the
quality of service and safety of operations of the
public utilities.

There are five conm ssioners as |
mentioned. They are appointed by the governor and
confirmed by the senate. The Comm ssion itself
enpl oys a staff of engineers, accountants, attorneys,
financial analysts, and other specialists in the
field of utility regul ation.

My nane is Charles Hatcher and | amthe
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regulatory law judge that wll preside over this

hearing. Wth ne today, again stating for the
record, wwth ne today are Chair Kayla Hahn,
Comm ssi oner Mai da Col eman, Conm ssi oner Jason
Hol sman, Comm ssi oner d en Kol kneyer, and
Comm ssi oner John Mtchell.

The comm ssioners have not nmade any
decisions in this case and, therefore, they cannot
answer any questions that you m ght have today
because they need to remain inpartial until after all
of the evidence is presented.

At this time 1'd ask for any opening
remar ks fromconmm ssioners. And that is Star 6 to
unmute if you're called in. | don't hear anyone
of fering opening remarks. Let's go ahead and nove to
our entries of appearance for the parties. For
Li berty M dstates, go ahead. You m ght be nuted,
Counsel, if you're speaking.

M5. GRUBBS. Can you hear ne now, sir?

JUDCE HATCHER: Yes. Yes, go ahead.

M5. GRUBBS:. Apologies. This is Jernuaine
G ubbs. |I'm appearing on behal f of Liberty
Uilities, Mdstates Natural Gas Corporation doing
busi ness as Liberty. | amthe director of |egal

services for Liberty's central region. M business
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address is 602 South Joplin Avenue in Joplin,

M ssouri 64801. Thank you.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. And for the
Staff of the conm ssion.

MR. VANDERGRI FF:  Good afternoon. |I'm
Eric Vandergriff representing Staff counsel's office.
Qur address is the Governor's O fice Building at 200
Madi son Street, P.O Box 360, Jefferson GCty.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you. And for the
O fice of the Public Counsel.

M5. MARTIN. Hello. Appearing for the
Ofice of the Public Counsel is Anna Martin. | am
t he associ ate counsel, and we are also at 200 Madi son
Street in Jefferson Gty, Mssouri 65202 or 1, |'ve
heard both, so. But we are in Suite 650.

JUDGE HATCHER: Thank you. | appreciate
that. The normal process is to call up nanes on a
sign-up sheet. W did not have any w tnesses
preregister to testify for this afternoon, so what
"Il dois I'll open this up to anyone who would Ii ke
to testify to give their coments to the Conm ssi on.
| f you have called in on a phone, you'll need to
press Star 6 to unnute yourself. And what 1'd |ike
to do is just go ahead and you to unnute yourself now

and then we wll take wtnesses one at a tine. [ " 11
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ask you to state and spell your nane once again for

the record for the court reporter and then I'll swear
you in. |s anyone in attendance that would like to
offer their coments in this public hearing?

| understand it can be a little
overwhel mng at tinmes. Let ne go ahead and give the
instructions for witten comments. And |I'll cone
back around and ask one nore tine before we adjourn
the hearing for any live coments. But if you would
like to offer your witten coments, you can go to
the PSC s website. And that's PSC MO . gov. And in
t he upper right-hand corner of that website is a link
that says Submt Comments. Just make sure that your
comment includes the case nunber. And once again
that is GRas in gas rate, GR2024-0106.

And we'll cone back to see if anyone
woul d |Ii ke to go ahead and offer live testinony. |If
you' d like to offer your comrents today right now,
all of the comm ssioners are in attendance. Pl ease
go ahead and unmute yourself and that's Star 6 if you
have used -- if you have called in on a phone.

Sonetines this happens. W have a public

guestion and answer session; that takes care of nost

of the issues. And again, | understand it can be a
little overwhelmng to -- to cone before a public
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body and testify. Wth that, |I'll pause for just a

second to see if anyone is unmuting. Wth that we'll
go ahead and cl ose out the hearing. Are there any
cl osing remarks from comm ssi oners?

COMM SSI ONER HOLSMAN:  Judge, this is
Conmmi ssi oner Hol sman. On behalf of all the
conm ssioners just wanted to say thank you for
running the neeting and Staff and OPC and everybody
who attended today. And we'll keep presenting these
opportunities to hear fromthe public. And it's
their chance to |l et us know how they feel, and
sonetinmes not testifying |ets us know sonet hing as
well. So thank everybody for their effort today.

JUDCGE HATCHER: Thank you, Comm ssi oner
Hol sman.  Any ot her comm ssioners wi sh to nmake any
cl osing remarks?

Ckay. Thank you to all of our
participants today and to all of the supporting staff
and counsel that attended. The Conm ssion does
appreciate this effort. And again, if you would |ike
to nake witten coments or you know soneone who
couldn't attend today, they can still make comments
in this case by going to the website. And that again
is PSC. MO.gov. |f you do have any questions for the

O fice of the Public Counsel, you can send those to
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their email address and that's MOPCO@PC. MO. gov. And

that was a little long, let nme repeat that.
MOPCO@DPC. MO. gov. And with that, this hearing is
adj ourned and we'll go off the record.

(Of the record at 12:17 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY OF CALLAWAY )

|, Shelley L. Bartels, a Certified Court
Reporter, CCR No. 679, do hereby certify that | was
aut hori zed to and did stenographically report the
transcri pt of proceedings; and that the foregoing
transcript, pages 1 through 8, is a true record of
nmy st enographi c notes.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, or attorney, or counsel of any of the
parties, nor aml a relative or enployee of any of
the parties' attorney or counsel connected with the
action, nor aml financially interested in the

acti on.

DATED this 4th day of Septenber, 2024.

QZJ%LM

Shelley L. Bartels, CCR 679
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