BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the tariff filing of The

)

Empire District Electric Company
 

) 


to implement a general rate increase for

)
Case No. ER-2004-0570

retail electric service provided to customers
)


in its Missouri service area.


)

PUBLIC COUNSEL REQUEST FOR EXTENSION

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and for its Motion for Extension states as follows:

1.
On May 20, 2004, Empire District Electric Company (“Empire” or “Company”) filed its Motion to Lift Suspension of IEC Tariff and Suggestions in Support Thereof (“Motion to Lift”), requesting authority to raise its rates, on an interim basis, through an Interim Energy Charge (IEC).  Empire requests that the IEC surcharge proposal which was suspended by the Commission on May 5, 2004 be lifted effective June 15, 2004.  Empire’s Motion to Lift did not request that the Commission grant expedited treatment to its request pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080(16).  

2.
May 20, 2004, the same day that Empire’s Motion to Lift was filed, an Order Directing Filing was issued, shortening the response time to noon May 26, 2004 (less than six days).

3.
Empire’s Motion to Lift raises numerous legal and policy issues which deserve a thorough discussion in response.  Public Counsel believes that if it were granted the typical time to respond (i.e. ten days), its response would be more thorough and complete.  By requesting an extension until Tuesday, June 1, 2004, Public Counsel does not believe it would be unduly delaying the Commission in addressing the important issues raised in the Motion to Lift.

4.
Public Counsel has contacted the other parties to this case regarding this request for an extension.  Empire, Praxair, Inc., and the Commission’s Staff have each stated that they have no objection to this request.  

WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully requests that the Commission extend the deadline to respond to Empire’s Motion to Lift until June 1, 2004.
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