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The foll ow ng proceedi ngs began at 12:55 p.m:

JUDGE FEWELL: W can go on the record. Good
afternoon. It is Decenber 10, 2024, and the current
time is 12:55 p.m The M ssouri Public Service
Conm ssion has set this tine for a |local public hearing
to give nenbers of the public a chance to comment about
the application in File No. EA-2024-0302, which is
captioned as In the Matter of the Application of Aneren
Transm ssi on Conpany of Illinois for a Certificate of
Conveni ence and Necessity under Section 393.170.1, RSM.
relating to Transm ssion I nvestnents in Northwest and
Nort heast M ssouri .

The M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion
regul ates investor-owned utility conpanies in M ssour
and ensures that rates are just and reasonable. The
Conmmi ssion al so regul ates the quality of service and the
safety of the operations of investor-owned utilities.
The Commi ssion is nmade up of five Conm ssioners: Chair
Kayl a Hahn and Conm ssi oners Mai da Col eman, Jason
Hol sman, d en Kol kneyer and John Mtchell.

Hel lo. Can you nute your m crophone until
addressed. Thank you.

The Comm ssioners are appointed by the
Governor to fixed ternms and confirned by the Senate.

The Comm ssion enploy a staff of engineers, accountants,
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attorneys, financial analysts and other specialists in

the field of utility regulation. Wth ne today are
Chai r Hahn, Conmm ssioner Col eman, Conmm ssioner Hol sman
and Conm ssioner Mtchell all on line with us.

Conm ssioners, if you have any questions at any tine,
feel free to interrupt ne and ask them

COWM SSI ONER KOLKMEYER:  Judge, this is
Conmmi ssi oner Kol kneyer. |'mhere as well.

JUDGE FEWELL: Conmi ssioner Kol kneyer is al so
here. So all five of themare here today. M nane is
Riley Fewell, and I'mthe Requl atory Law Judge presiding
over this hearing. This is an official hearing of the
Public Service Conm ssion, and the statenents and
testinony of wtnesses will be recorded by the court
reporter and must be given under oath or affirmation.

The Comm ssion has not nmade any decisions in
this case. Neither the Comm ssioners nor nyself can
answer any questions about the issues in the case today,
because the Commi ssion nmust remain inpartial until after
all of the evidence is presented.

As we want to provide all attendees an
adequat e opportunity to speak today, we wll [imt the
testinony to only three mnutes. |f you or soneone you
know woul d |Ii ke to nake additional comments, there's a

consuner coments tab that can be reached via the
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Comm ssion's website psc.no.gov and on the right side of

the hone page there's a link titled submt coments.
Cick onthat link to submt your comments, and nake
sure that you reference this Case No. EA-2024-0302.

The court reporter is transcribing this
hearing so the Conm ssion may review and read the
comments. Comm ssioners, would you like to make any
openi ng remarks?

CHAI R HAHN: Happy to. Thank you, Judge.
Thank you all for being here today. Really appreciate
your attendance over this lunch hour. W are continuing
our hearing fromlast night wwth this virtual WDbEX.
Sonme of you may have al so participated in the hearing
fromlast evening and may have additional comments that
you woul d feel nore confortable offering in this format.
So we | ook forward to hearing fromyou.

I f you've never done a WebEx hearing before,
just raise your hand virtually or say that you would
|ike to participate. And even if you wouldn't like to
participate necessarily in this hearing, you can al ways
submt witten cooments. And those are really inportant
especially in cases like this. So we |ook forward to
hearing fromyou and thank you so nuch for your tine.

JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you. And to unnute

yourselves, if you're not aware, it is star 6. W also
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have a chat that you can type in if you' d |like to nake a

coomment as well. [I'll try to keep in order as best |
can.

Wul d the parties like to make an entry of
appear ance begi nning wth Anmeren?

MR. KUVAR  Thank you, Your Honor. Jason
Kumar spelled K-u-ma-r, on behalf of Anmeren
Transm ssi on Conpany of Illinois. Qur business address
s 1901 Chouteau Avenue, C h-o-u-t-e-a-u, St. Louis,

M ssouri 63103.

JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you. For the Conm ssion
staff.

MR. VANDERGRI FF: Good norning. |I'mEric
Vandergriff, and our address is 200 Madi son Street,
Jefferson Gty 65102, representing staff.

JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you. And the Ofice of
Publ i c Counsel .

M5. MARTIN. M nanme is Anna Martin. | aman
associ ate attorney with the Ofice of the Public
Counsel, and | do believe that our address is on record.

JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you. And are there any
I ntervenors present who would |ike to make an entry of
appearance? | think Clean Gid Alliance is here.

M5. PIONTEK: This is Emly Piontek with C ean

Gid Alliance, but I'mnot an attorney. |'mjust

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N N N NN P PR R R R PP,
g A W N P O © W ~N O O » W N P O

Local Public Hearing Vol Il December 10, 2024

] ) Page 8
| i stening.

JUDGE FEWELL: For those who would like to
provi de comments today, |I'mgoing to call the nanes. |
don't have a sign-up sheet, but if you can raise your
hand or wite into the chat that you'd |like to speak.
"1l also be watching if anyone has their video on and
rai ses their hand physically. | think there's a raised
hand tab/button that you can click on as well and let ne
know. And when | call your nane, please unnute
yourself. | will then place you under oath and ask you
to state and spell your name for the court reporter.
Then you can offer your comments to the Conm ssion.

As | previously stated, we are limting
comments to three mnutes so that everyone has an
adequat e chance to be heard. Please remain after your
remarks until you've been excused, because the
Comm ssi on may have questions for you and the attorneys
may as well.

| s there anyone who would |like to nake a
cooment? | don't have a list it doesn't |ook |ike.
Actually think, M. Mark Harding, | want to say that you
had reached out to us about nmaking a conment.

MR. HARDING Okay. |'m here.

JUDGE FEWELL: Can you state and spell your

nane for the record?
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MR. HARDI NG Yeah. Mark, Ma-r-k, Harding,

Ha-r-d-i-n-g.

JUDCGE FEWELL: WIIl you raise your right hand.
Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the coments you're
about to give are the truth?

MR. HARDING | do.

JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you. You may proceed.

MR. HARDI NG Good afternoon, Conm ssioners.
It's a nice opportunity to have you all here. M
concerns lie in the rerouting of what was called the
original DO 27 when it got rerouted. How it was
rerouted, why it was rerouted is the concerns. So
that's an overvi ew.

| want to draw your attention | submtted a
coupl e of docunents. So if you would | ook at the
exhibit that | presented, Schedul e JND1, page 25 or page
29 of 54, if you have that. Should | proceed?

JUDGE FEVELL: Yes.

MR HARDING It lists in the testinony three
bul | et points reasons for the reroute. And then draw ng
your attention to page 21 in the direct testinony, which
| provided for you also as an exhibit, in that
particular place M. N chols uses two reasons.

I'"d like to go through those a little bit and

make you aware of sone things. |If you look at the only
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place that the -- the place where there's nmention three,

which is in this JND1 schedul e, page 25, the third one,
the third bullet point where it says proximty to newy
constructed residences north of 46 H ghway identified by
| andowners at the public neeting. And then draw ng your
attention to the third exhibit which is the photo on
page 47 of 54. It's a photo of Google Earth with newy
constructed residences |abeled there. If you see that.

That is the picture in the testinony of the
ones nentioned north of 46 H ghway. | just want to nake
sure that everybody is clearly aware that those two
houses that drew attention in the testinony had at the
time of the DO 27 route, they had 1,250 feet of
cl earance to each of them That's inportant to note
because in the reroute it inpacts other houses at about
hal f of that distance a little bit less. So | wanted to
make you -- nmeke sure that all Comm ssioners are aware
of that fact.

JUDGE FEWELL: | apologize. | was kicked out

for a nonent of the WebEx. Can you repeat what you said

the | ast couple of mnutes. | know you're probably
going frommenory or just discussion. I'msorry. It
kicked nme out. It's a technol ogy thing.
MR. HARDING Okay. |'mnot sure where |
lost. I'Il just start fromthe top --
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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JUDGE FEWELL: You had just picked up the map.

| apol ogi ze about that.

MR. HARDING | was tal king about the three
bul l et points that are nentioned in one |ocation and the
two bullet points that are nentioned in another and then
for docunentation of the third bullet point where it
says proximty to newy constructed residences north of
46 identified by |landowners. Then there's the map
associated with the entries that | made, and that
clearly shows the residences that are in question.

| wanted to nake sure it was clear to all the
Conmi ssioners that those residences at the tinme had
1,250 feet of clearance fromthe [ine and the reroute
provi ded about half that distance to another residence
dependi ng on which line you go with, nmaybe nore than
one, but the reroute inposes on people nmuch nore than
t hat .

So then | want to go back to the other two
reasons that were given to justify the reroute, because
ny whole idea is why did there need to be such a drastic
reroute. It becane apparent to ne that if you | ook at
bul I et point nunber one on both of the docunents, it
lists the USDA regul ated hog farm | wanted to give you
some background and sone i nformati on about who and what

that is and whether or not that is property that needs
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to be avoi ded because it does not need to be avoi ded.

There are power lines on it. You can access that.
Aneren needs to know that they can use that property to
put power lines on. They weren't in close proximty to
bui | di ngs, which is what confused ne fromthe begi nning.
It was just that the DO 27 was al ong the road of
property that is owned by themand who is them the USDA
pig barn is Smthfield Foods. That is a Chinese owned

| arge conpany. It happens to be the Chi nese conpany

t hat owns sone 80 percent of all US ag land that is
owned by Chinese in this country. So they're a very

| ar ge congl oner at e.

That's who that property is. It's alittle
bit insulting to sone | andowners here whenever you read
that oh, we need to avoid this particular property when
you know it's Smthfield Foods and you' re wonderi ng why
they're getting such prejudicial treatnent. So | sought
out to find out nore about that and | contacted
Smthfield Foods. Wwo did | talk to? | talked to the
person who's in charge of environnental there. He had
no knowl edge of the |ine.

| wanted to find out who provided the feedback
that allowed themto use it as a good reason to reroute
because it didn't nake sense to ne. He assured ne that

he didn't know anybody. He checked up the chain.
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Bottomline is | can't find anybody that provided any

information to Anmeren, and |'ve asked Aneren thensel ves.
| ' ve asked them who provided you this information, are
you getting good information, because | know they're not
getting good information in other areas. So they won't
tell me who it is, if you're interested. | just wanted
you to know who that is when they're using that as a
reason.

To nme, we've already disqualified the
resi dences north of 46 H ghway as a reason to reroute
because they already had the 1,250 feet. Then we've
el i m nated USDA pig barns, because it's just not true.
You can go on there. It is a mnor inconvenience, |'m
told, but it's not a place you can't go for a |ine.

Then you | ook at the actual legitimte reason,
the third one, a residence |ocated near this |ocation
known as on Kent Lane. |If you see that third one there,
that is a legitinmate concern because the highline was
too close to that property. They did reroute for that.
That woul d be a sinple fix conpared to a major reroute
to accommpdate these three points or two points, however
you want to look at it.

I"mtrying to figure out why the necessity to
make such a major reroute and | eft the planned mapped

area and i nposed on, who happens to be ny daughter's
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famly's house so closely when it wasn't justified to

begin with. | just wanted to nake you aware of those
t hi ngs.
JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you for your comrents,

Sir

MR. HARDI NG Thank you.

JUDGE FEWELL: |s there anyone el se who woul d
|ike to nmake a comment today? | don't see any raised

hands. Gkay. |s that Dane?

MR JUSTICE: I'msorry. No. |'mkind of
just -- |'m pondering on ny own over here. | have
things that | would Iike to say. |I'mnot sure if

t hey' re el oquent enough to be put on record as of right
NOW.

JUDGE FEWELL: Okay. | appreciate that. W
have, again, the witten comment section. [|'l]|
re-reiterate the path to get to that as well. And then
| think M. Kleinschmt, | saw that you had raised your
hand as wel | .

MR. KLEINSCHM T: More along the lines of what

Dane sai d.
JUDGE FEWELL: Ckay.
MR KLEINSCHM T: | nean, there's sone
di sgruntlenments with Anmeren. It is nore along the |ines

of what Dane sai d.
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JUDGE FEWELL: Okay. Again, | appreciate your

candor in that, the both of you. Again, feel free
especially to wite out your thoughts especially if you
think you can do it nore eloquently with nore tine to
consi der what you'd |ike to say. Regardless, we
appreci ate your presence today as well. Caller user
nunber 9, do you have a coment to nmake as wel | ?

MR. JUSTICE: Sir, | have a question real

quick. WII we be able to add to this hearing at the

end?

JUDGE FEWELL: | can cone back to you if you
want to take sone time. |If other people have comments,
yeah, | can conme back to you and ask if you'd like to

make verbal comments. Oherwise, it would need to be --
we won't have another |ocal public hearing. It would
need to be through the conment.

MR. JUSTICE: | understand. |'mjust trying
to force my words to cone together.

JUDGE FEWELL: Sure. Again, it may be better
to wite themdown. That may be an easier nethod then.
It looks like there are no additional comments. Wuld
any Conmi ssioners |ike to make any cl osing remarks?

MR. TURNER: Can you take comrents fromthe
phone?

JUDCGE FEWELL: Yes, sorry. Caller nunber 9,
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yes, we can. |'ll take your word for it. Can you raise

your right hand so | can swear you in?

MR TURNER: |'mraising ny right hand.

JUDGE FEWELL: All right. Do you solemly
swear or affirmthe conments you are about to give are
the truth?

MR TURNER  Yes.

JUDCGE FEWELL: Can you pl ease state and spel
your nanme for the record.

MR. TURNER: Randall Turner. That's
R-a-n-d-a-I-I T-u-r-n-e-r.

JUDGE FEWELL: What would you like to tell the
Conm ssi on?

MR. TURNER: Well, first of all, | find that I
don't even know where this is going. |'ve received two
letters. And |I'mparticipating in this call with the
hope of finding out where you're planning on this going.
| went on the website and | see what appears to be at
| east a five-mle wde block is the only thing show ng
where it mght go near ny farm So seens |like there's a
| ack of communi cati on.

Al so, putting 345 kV lines over property has
negative influences up to 1,400 feet wide if you try to
get below .5 mlligals, which is the recogni zed EMF

limt. | don't know that any of that's been discussed.
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The last itemis | think | read that i1t's 25

feet high to the low point of the line wwth a 14-foot
hi gh conbine and a 10-foot safety margin, which is
safety margin for high voltage lines. | find that to be
awful |y cl ose.

JUDGE FEWELL: | appreciate your conments and
| understand, sorry for the frustrations that you're
having with that with confusion and things.

M. Kleinschmt, have you raised your hand
again? Are you wanting to make a comment now?

MR. KLEINSCHM T: Yes, | have. Sonething else
| thought of, if you're calling on ne.

JUDGE FEWELL: WII you raise your right hand.

MR, KLEINSCHM T:  Yep.

JUDGE FEWELL: Do you solemly swear or affirm
that the coments you' re about to give are the truth?

MR. KLEINSCHM T: Yes, | do.

JUDGE FEWELL: Can you pl ease state and spel
your name for the record.

MR. KLEINSCHM T: Joshua Kl ei nschm t,
J-0-s-h-u-a K-l-e-i-n-s-c-h-mi-t.

JUDGE FEWELL: You may proceed.

MR. KLEINSCHM T: My concerns tie to
M. Turner's. Aneren only contacted us to purchase our

| and. They never contacted us to ask us how this would
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affect us. To go also on M. Turner's comrents with the

map, it's very vague. It is not detailed at all. There
m ght be a few words in there. But the picture is vague
and it's blown up. It's not detailed on where it's
going to go on which way the transm ssion |lines are
going to go. And then ny concern is also for the
25-f oot height and health problens for us bei ng out
t here, because we're actively out there nultiple tines
t hroughout the course of the year. VWhat if in the
future sonmebody wants to build on there, you know. Then
t hat takes everything out of it, because ny land is very
closely related to the substation and it | ooks |ike they
want to put nultiple |ines comng out when there's
already nmultiple lines com ng out of the existing
substation as it is. Those are ny concerns.

JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you for your comrents.
Dane, | think you' ve raised your hand again as well.

MR JUSTICE: Yes, | have.

JUDGE FEWELL: Can you raise your right hand
and | can swear you in?

MR. JUSTICE:. Yes, sir.

JUDGE FEWELL: Do you solemly swear or affirm
that the comments you're about to give are the truth?

MR. JUSTICE: | do.

JUDCGE FEWELL: Can you pl ease state and spel
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your nane?

MR. JUSTICE: D-a-n-e, Dane, |ast nane
Justice, J-u-s-t-i-c-e.

JUDGE FEWELL: You may proceed.

MR. JUSTICE: Yes, sir. So ny comments are
not of a |landowner for this specific area, this region.
| ' m speaki ng on behalf of ny famly that cares very
deeply. Qur famly owns a lot of these plots and it's
affecting sone of themheavily. |'ve wtnessed it first
hand. W are tal king about it every day, every night
hours on end because it's affecting us in ways that you
woul d not i nmagi ne.

Particularly | couldn't inmagine that people
froma governnent -appointed for-profit conpany woul d
ever care to actually consider. This neeting, these
neeti ngs have all been happening to kind of quell the
enotions of people in this area. They're doing their
best to make you believe that this is a land sale. This
Is not a land sale. This is a civil asset 4 feature,
and you' re supposed to believe that a one-tine
conpensation is fair. |It's not fair. |It's your entire
l'i veli hoods that have been nade off of this land. W're
not just tal king about profitability. W're talking
about your ability to sell your crops to rent your |and

to other farners, CRP. W're tal king about your ability
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to rent that property to hunters. There's a |lot of ways

that we use this. This isn't just podunk farnl and that,
you know, city officials would otherwise |ike you to
bel i eve, maybe not city officials but nmaybe conpani es
that are acting in special interest of governnent
entities.

What | would like to state very clearly is
that | don't believe a one-tine paynent for the asset 4
feature that's about to take place if it's so far down
the road al ready, which by the way is al so on purpose.
Every single person that's spoken today has voiced that
t hey believe nost of this has been swept through very
qui ckly under the table in ways that nake it very hard
to adequately piece together every noving bit of this.
Do you know what | nean? It's hard to -- It's hard to
fornul ate true opinions about it when it noves so
qui ckly.

It feels like a specialized task force al nost
in the way that this is being pushed and we're supposed
tolie dowmn and take it. | don't believe that a single
solitary person here that has a vested interest in these
parcels should do so. | believe that every single
person here should be considering a required
conpensation that's much | onger than a one-tine

purchase. It needs to be a conpensation. |[If this has
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to happen for any given reason, if this has to happen,

this needs to be a conpensation that lasts long term
We're tal king the average profitability per each of

t hese parcels, if you need to have sone kind of
nunerical value to this. You can't just force people
off of their annual inconmes. 50, 60 years, 100 years of
corn, of rent of all of this. This needs to be
accounted for. It can't just be Anmeren doing their best
to get you to get off your land for their snmall est
dollar. That needs anended if this has to go forward.
That's the only way that any of this is just is annual
paynents for |ost incone.

JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you for your comrents,
sir. | want to reiterate that this is kind of a fact
finding nediumtoo in this. W are listening to the
coments of each of you that all of it wll be
considered in the Comm ssion's ultimate deci sion.

I s there anyone el se who would Iike to nmake a
comment today? | don't see any hands. Wuld any --
Kei t h Beggs rai sed his hand.

MR. BEGGS:. Yeah. Can you hear ne?

JUDGE FEWELL: Yes, | can. WII you raise
your right hand.

MR. BEGGS. Yes.

JUDGE FEWELL: Do you solemly swear or affirm
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that the coments you' re about to give are the truth?

MR BEGGS:  Yes.

JUDCGE FEWELL: Can you pl ease state and spel
your nane?

MR. BEGGS: Keith Beggs, K-e-i-t-h B-e-g-g-s.

JUDGE FEWELL: Wat would you like to tell the
Conmmi ssi on?

MR BEGGS: Wll, 1'd like to kind of dovetail
of f that annual paynent deal. | got a transm ssion |line
easenent already on ny property and it sounds |ike
they're wanting to get another one. It was in 1951. |
was paid a total of $48 for a lifetime of headache of
farmng around. And the idea of another one-tine
paynment just is going to |leave ny kids farmng for ne
getting a little bit of noney now and then having a
lifetime of headache of themcomng in and restringing
| i ne, smashing everything down, causing erosion. And so
| just wanted to put that on the record | guess.

JUDGE FEWELL: Appreciate your conments.

Wul d anyone el se like to make a comment today? As a
rem nder, if you're on your phone, star 6 to unnute
yoursel f. GCkay. Wuld any of the Commi ssioners like to
make a cl osing remark?

COWM SSI ONER HOLSMAN:  Thank you, Judge. This

I's Conmm ssi oner Hol sman. I wll.
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JUDGE FEWELL: Thank you, Conm ssioner.
COWM SSI ONER HOLSMAN:  All right. On behal f

of Chai rwoman Kayl a Hahn and the entire Comm ssion, we

just want to take a mnute to thank everybody for com ng
out and sharing their opinions. No decisions have been
made in this case. This is a fact finding part of the
process where we do get to hear fromthe community and
the public. You could do a Iot of things today through
your |unch hour, but you chose to spend it wth us and
share your thoughts. W do appreciate it. They do
matter. W do take theminto consideration as we nove

forward with this process. | w sh everybody to have a

good day, and thank you again for com ng.

JUDGE FEWELL: 1'd also like to thank all of
our participants today for their testinmony. |If you have
any additional comments or if soneone could not be
present that you're aware of and they would like to
conmment, there's a consunmer comments tab that can be
reached via the Conmission's website. That is
psc. nb.gov and on the right side of the hone page
there's a link titled submt comments. Wen you click
on that to submt your comments, nmake sure that you
reference this case nunber. |t is EA-2024-0302. This
hearing is now adjourned and we're off the record.

(WHEREUPON, the proceedi ngs concluded at 1:26 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY COF COLE )

|, Beverly Jean Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640, do
hereby certify that | was authorized to and did
stenographically report the foregoing Public Service
Comm ssion Local Public Hearing and that the transcript,
pages 1 through 23, is a true record of my stenographic
not es.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor am| a relative or counsel connected wth the
action, nor aml financially interested in the action.

Dated this 27th day of Decenber, 2024.

By, Jean, Bertedo

Beverly JeaﬂjBentch, RPR, CCR No. 640
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