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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION  
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

 
In the Matter of the Request of The 
Empire District Electric Company d/b/a 
Liberty for Authority to File Tariffs 
Increasing Rates for Electric Service 
Provided to Customers In its Missouri 
Service Area 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
 

 
File No. ER-2024-0261 
Tracking No. JE-2025-0069 

JOINT RESPONSE TO COMMISSION ORDER 

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”), on behalf 

itself, the Empire District Electric Company (“Liberty”), the Empire District Retired  

Members & Spouses Association, LLC (“EDRA”), the Midwest Energy Consumers Group 

(“MECG”), Renew Missouri, and Influent Energy, and respectfully submits the following 

response to the Commission’s December 20, 2024,1 order: 

1. On December 13, Staff filed the Joint Proposed Procedural Schedule  

(Joint Proposal) on behalf of the Parties as directed by the Commission on December 2.2  

The Commission issued an Order Setting Procedural Schedule (“Order”) on  

December 20. Later that day, the Office of the Public Counsel (“OPC”) filed its  

Public Counsel's Motion to Correct/Clarify Procedural Schedule.3 OPC offered the following 

revision to section d. of the Discovery Procedures in its Motion: 

After the filing of Surrebuttal testimony (June 23, 2025), the response time for data 
requests shall be five (5) calendar days to provide the requested information, and 
two (2) business days to object or notify that more than five (5) calendar days will 
be needed to provide the requested information.  Data requests sent after 5:00 pm 
will be considered served on the next business day.  The Commission may rule on 
discovery motions filed after Surrebuttal testimony is filed without holding the 
conference required by 20 CSR 4240- 2.090(8)(B). (Emphasis added). 

  
 
 

                                                
1 Order Directing Responses. Unless otherwise stated, all dates hereafter are in reference to 2024. 
2 Notice of Order Issued During Procedural Conference. 
3 Public Counsel's Motion to Correct/Clarify Procedural Schedule. 
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2. The submitted Joint Proposal underwent several revisions, with the filed 

version inadvertently missing the above-referenced language that the Parties agreed upon 

during procedural discussions. Thus, it is the Parties intention that the Commission correct 

the Procedural Schedule so that the Parties have five (5) calendar days to provide requested 

information, and two (2) business days to object or notify that more than  

five (5) calendar days will be needed to provide requested information.  

3. Staff reached out to Local 1474’s counsel but did not receive a response. 

WHEREFORE, the Parties, respectfully requests s the Commission to issue an order 

which corrects/clarifies the ordered procedural schedule to reflect that after the filing of 

Surrebuttal testimony (June 23, 2025), the response time for data requests shall be  

five (5) calendar days to provide the requested information, and two (2) business days to 

object or notify that more than five (5) calendar days will be needed to provide the  

requested information. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Eric Vandergriff  
Eric Vandergriff 
Associate Counsel 
Missouri Bar No. 73984 
P.O. Box 360 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
573-522-9524 (Voice) 
573-751-9285 (Fax) 
Eric.Vandergriff@psc.mo.gov 
 
Staff Counsel for the  
Missouri Public Service Commission 
 
/s/ Diana C. Carter  
Diana C. Carter MBE #50527 
The Empire District Electric Company d/b/a 
Liberty 
428 E. Capitol Ave., Suite 303 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Phone: (573) 289-1961 
E-Mail: Diana.Carter@LibertyUtilities.com 

mailto:Diana.Carter@LibertyUtilities.com
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/s/ Tim Opitz 
Tim Opitz, Mo. Bar No. 65082 
Opitz Law Firm, LLC 
308 E. High Street, Suite B101 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
T: (573) 825-1796 
tim.opitz@opitzlawfirm.com 
 
Attorney for Midwest Energy Consumers 
Group 

 
/s/ Nicole Mers 
Nicole Mers, Bar No. 66766  
915 E Ash Street  
Columbia, MO 65201  
T:314-308-2729     
nicole@renewmo.org  
  
General Counsel For  
Renew Missouri Advocates   
 
/s/ Terry M. Jarrett  
Terry M. Jarrett, #45663 
Douglas L. Healy, # 51630 
306 Monroe Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
Telephone: (573) 415-8379 
E-mail: terry@healylawoffices.com   
            doug@healylawoffices.com  
 
Attorneys for Empire District Retired 
Members & Spouses Association, LLC 
 
/s/ Andy Zellers 
Andy Zellers, Bar No. 57884 
Influent Energy 
1100 Main St, 4th Fl.  
Kansas City, MO, 64105 
T: (816) 332-0174 
andy.zellers@influentenergy.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed or hand-delivered, 
transmitted by facsimile or electronically mailed to all parties and/or counsel of record on  
this 6th day of January 2025. 

 
/s/ Eric Vandergriff 

 

 

 


