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<4 Al Overview @

Yes, if a commissioner fails to disclose a conflict of interest with a party before
a complaint or hearing, it is generally considered an ethics violation, and
depending on the jurisdiction, an appeal may be possible depending on the
specific circumstances and rules governing the process. ¢

Key points to remember:

Ethical principle:
The core principle is that public officials must disclose any potential conflicts of

interest to avoid bias in decision-making, and failing to do so is considered
unethical. @

Legal implications:
Most jurisdictions have laws requiring public officials to disclose conflicts of interest,

and failing to do so can lead to disciplinary actions, including removal from
office. @

Appeal process:

If a commissioner fails to disclose a conflict of interest, the affected party may be
able to appeal the decision based on the perceived bias introduced by the
undisclosed conflict.

Factors to consider:

Nature of the conflict:

The severity of the conflict of interest, including the potential impact on the decision-
making process, will influence how seriously the violation is considered. ¢

https://www.google.com/search?q=is+it+an+ethics+violation+if...qACCJgDAIgGAZAGCJIHATKgBwA&sclient=mobile-gws-wiz-serp 1/11/25, 3:33 PM
Page 1 0of 8




